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| CRUCIFIE D JESUS, &c:. 


— 


DISCOURSE ru FIRST. 


1: Cor. 1. 23244 


Me preach Cbriſt crucified, to the Jews a um- 8 
Mine-Block; and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs : But 
unto them which are called, both Jewsand Greeks, . 
Chriſt the Power, s GOD, and. the wiſdom of. | 
GOD: 


FER. 2 I . 75 GOD * . upon the. 
N 0 7 Earth! was the aſtoniſhed Enquiry 
of Solomon. That the high and loftyj- 
ONE, who inhabiteth Eternity; the 
=D V5 | Father of Spirits, immenſe and Eter- 
nal, ſhould be at all acceſſible by ſinful Crea- 
tures, 1s indeed Matter of Wonder and Grati- 


_ A 2 tude; 


4 The CRUCIFIED IHSUus. 
tude: But that he ſhould put himſelf into Cir- 
eumſtances of Approachment by us, become 
viſible to mortal Sight, admit the Children of 
Men to hold Intimacy and holy Familiarity with 
him, yea, to ſeek and defire it; this is, on 

all Expreſſion, Matter of Aftoniſhment, of 
Love, of Praiſe. | | 

AND yet thus in Fact it is. He was made Man 
and dwelt amongſt us: His Delights are with the 
Children of Men. I will come unto you, ſaith our 
Lord: And faith St. Fobn, Our Fellowſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
The fame can every true Believer in CHRIS ſay, 
in his Meaſufe. Real Chriſtians enjoy an actual 
Intercourſe with the other World, and have near 
| Acceſs to the inviſible Gop. They are acquain- 
ted with the divine Communications of his 
Grace, in à Manner the World knoweth not of ; 
and know in Part, by happy Experience, the 
Meaning of thoſe deep Werds of CHRIST, He that 


3 Toveth me, ſhall e loved of my Father; and I will 


love him, and will manifeſt myſelf to bim. And 
in that Day (that is, when ye do thus love me, 
and I am manifeſted to you) ye ſbail know, that 
en in my Father, arid you in, me, and I in 
| you. And again, Joes aid, if a Man lope me, be; 
2011] heep my Words; and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto bim, and make our Mode 
with bim. 1 


Ir is a ſad Miſtake, to think that Fellow- 
ip wit Jesus has ceaſed ſince he was here in 
dhe Fleſh. Beſides Rev. f. confidet Ah 9, and 
the familiar faftance, Chap. 23. 2. Alo, from 
2 Rings 6. 17. it appear that there are many 
Things dan) around vs, 


Which, if 6ur.Eyes were 
1 9 E 
Tis 1 „ 


. 
— - . 
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b open, would preſent themſelves to us, with un- 
eraple Glory, And if we believe an jnyiſible | 
Church, or People of Gov, in every 


Nation; 


it infers of courſe 8 inviſible Head, converfing 
with and holding 


Meal ommunion with theſp, his 
/4EMUETS, | 


Baze human Wiſdom canngt comprehend 
how this ſhould. be: For theſe things are only 
ſpiritually diſcerned ; they are among thoſe ex- 
perimental Things in the Chriſtian Lite, which 


St. Faul calls, the deep Things of COD; and 


which are then only truly known, when they are 


Felt. The Things of GOD, faith the Apoſtle, 


knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of GOD ; even 
as the Things, (the Thoughts, Purpoſes, Deſires) 
of a Men, can be known only by the Spirit of a 
Man ; neither by Beings above him, as Angels, 


nor below him, ſuch as the Brute-Creation. 


One may as reaſonably expect to ſee with ones 
Ears, or hear with the Eyes, as to comprehend, 
the Operations of the . Divipe Spirit, by mere 


natural Reaſon, unaſſiſted by his inward Illumi- 
nation and Grace. There muſt be ſome Propor- 


tion between the Object and the Inſtrument, if 
we would be acquainted with its true Nature: 


ö it in even with Reſpect to the Things of Senſe 


but how much more ſo, when applied to the 
Things of God, e 
Now the true Ground and Key of this, and 
every other neceſſary Point of a Chriſtian's 
Knowledge; that is, whatever relates to eur 
knowing, loving and ſerving Gap, is contained 
in, the Croſs of Ghriſt, or Ix sus crucified. + The 
Wounds of Jzsvs, faith St. Auſtin, unlock the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, and contain s - perpetual 
Spring of Mercy and 92 Truth. His * 
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6 The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 
Side is a ſacred Mouth, from whence his Heart 
ſpeaks more Divinit fy to. us in dumb Eloquence, 
than the Tongues of Men or Angels.” 


Gop muſt have remained eternally unknown, 
and therefore unloved by us, human Creatures, 


as having no natural Capacities to comprehend 


ſpiritual Beings, had not the only begotten Son, 
who 1s in the Boſom of his Father revealed him. 


© We ſhould have known neither our true Good, 


Nor real Evil; we ſhould have been a Riddle to 


ourſelves, the: preſent State all Confuſion, and 7 


the future impenetrable Darkneſs: But the Son 
/ Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and trium- 

| phant Beams, has diſſipated the interpoſing Cloud ; | 
and opened a Proſpect more chearing than the 
Bloſſoms of Spring; more nouriſhing than the 
Treaſures of Autumn; more enlarged than the 
Extent of the viſible "Syſtem: Which leading 
the Eye of the Mind thro' Fields of Grace, 


over Rivers of Righteouſneſs, and Hills crowned | 


with Knowledge; terminates at length, in the 


Heavens; ſweetly loſing itſelf in Regions of i in- 


finite Bliſs and endleſs Glory.“ | 
The Word made Fleſb, and dwelling amongf 45, 
wein us of the Father. He exhibits, in his own 
Perſon; what may be ſeen and known of Gop, in 
this State of Frailty and Death. He is the Brigbt- 
neſs of the Father's Glory, the expreſs Image of his 


Per ſon; the full and perfect Tranſcript of the 


living Gop. In him dwells all the Fulneſs of the 


 GOD-HEAD bodily, and © all the Father ſhines 
ſubſtantially expreſſed. Hence, faith J=8vs, be 
tbat bath ſeen me, bath ſeen the Father. And again, 

% No Man can come unto the Father, but by Me: 
Neither knoweth any Man the Father, ſave the” 
Son, and he to whomſoever the Son Will beveal 
* And yet, \ 


Though 


car Md. * * 
* 4 * o 


v. CRUCIFIED JESUS. 7 Þ} 
= Though tbroned in higheſt Bliſs, © 1 
Esgqual with God, and equally enjoying 
—= GOD-like Fruition, be left all to ſave 
A World from utter Loſs. * 


wn ; | eat 
os, Sr. Paul, to whom the Croſs of ChRIST, or 
end the crucified IE SUS, had been fo beneficial, as to 
on, crucify him to the World, and the World to him, 
im. (to make all the Things and Perſons in this 
od, World to him as Nothing, and himſelf dead to 
to all worldly Cares, Purſuits, Deſires and Enjoy- 
ind ments, ) and who therefore made it the alone 
n Matter of his Glorying and Study, made it alſo, 
m- the ſole Subject of his Preching. He ſpeaks. of 
id; being crucified with Chriſt, being dead with him, 
he buried and riſen again. He declares he is deter- 
he mined to know nothing elſe, ſave Is us CHRIST and 
he him crucified. And in reality, he preached, as 
ng the way of Salvation, nothing elſe. Yea, the 
8 whole Effect of his Preaching, was owing to the 
ed Power of Gop accompanying that great Truth, 
he CHRIST BORE OUR SINs UPON THE CROss. 
n- Tuis then muſt be the true Model, whereby 
E every Servant of CHRIST, ſhould form himfelt. 
5, Should not every one who. would promote the 
n ſame bleſſed Work with St. Paul, and the other 
in Apoſtles, purſue, to the utmoſt of their Ability, 
; the ſame Meaſures? Should not they have a 
is well digeſted Compendium of the Doctrine of ib: 
» Croſs ; which is no other than the true Goſpel, 
'e running through all their public Diſcourſes? 80 
5 that whoever hears but a ſingle Sermon from 
e them, may be no longer ignorant of the Way of * 
W--: Salvation: That though a Priſon or Baniſhment 
E. . ſhould deprive them of all further hearing the 
* Word of the Goſpel, they may, from thence, 


* Paradiſe Loſt, 


* 


8 The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 
be inſtructed to fave their Souls; from a full Diſ- 
covery of CHRIST crucified, as the fole Way to ob- 
tain Juſtification, Sanctification and Glory! Be 
this then, O Lord, the principal Theme of the 
Preaching of thy Servants; Jxsos Carisr hum- 


naler crucified, after the Examp e of Sr. Paul, 
But more of this hereafter. 

Wk ſhall conſider the Words, Part by Part, 
in the Order the Apoſtle has left them. They 
repreſent to us, in general, 


Firsr, the Matter of St. Pauls ** and 
that of his Fellow-Labourers; namely Cu RIST 
TAIT; ; We Preach uri cruciſied. 


Src ONDLY, the different T reatmacnt, their 
Dearine met with in the World, or the Conduct 
of Men with Reference thereto. It was, 


tt. To the Jews 9 flumbling Block. 

2d. To the Greeks Foolifbneſs. But, 

1 To tbem that are called, both Je vs and Greeks, 
— 80 the Power ME GOD, and the * 


FmsT: We 3 Chriſt cult We Preach : 


Date. The Expreſſion, in its firſt Signification 
means, to call upon, or to proclaim a Matter. 
It is commonly applied to Diſcourſes or Decla- 
 matiqns, which relate to Religion; and in Scrip- 
ture, is equivalent with Exbortation. This has 
been practiſed from the earlieſt Times. Not to 
ſpeak-of the more than probable Cautions, War- 
nings and Inſtructions, of Adam to his Houſhold ; 
hg: Reproofs and . of * Abel to 

his 


bled, after the Example of St. Jabs; Jæsuvs 


The Practice of Preaching, is of very ancient 4 


3 MP "Ip Og 
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his Brother Cain: Noah, we know was a P reacher 


World of the approaching Deluge, and its dread- 


1 ful Conſequences; endeavouring to deter them 


from Wickedneſs, by a faithful Repreſentation 


of Gov's righteous Judgments, 


Ex o, likewiſe, tbe ſeventh from Adam, pro- 
pheſied or preached, ſaying, * Behold the Lord 
cometh with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, 10 
execute Judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly, of all their ungodly Deeds, 
which they have ungodlily committed, and of 
all their hard Speeches which ungodly Men have 
ſpoken againſt him.” 45s 2h 

ABRAHAM, to whom the Goſpel itſelf was 


7 preached, long before the giving of the Law, 


(Gal. 3. 8.) taught his Children and Servants the 
Fear of IEHOvARH; and in his Day, made men- 


tion, no doubt, of that future Sead, promiſed 


firſt to Adam, and afterward to himſelf, in whom 


| all the Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


Mosks, was a Preacher in the ſtricteſt Senſe of 


N | the Word: By him the glad Tidings was preach- 
dd to Iſrael in the Wilder neſs. David and all 


. 


Gop had enjoined them. _ Fon 
Tux likewiſe ſaw the Day of ChRISs T, and 
ſpoke of Him to all that waited for Redemption in 
| 3 | Ifrael. 
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Irael. Iſaiah deſcribes Him an Infant, a Gop 


a Man, a Sufferer, in the moſt explicit Manner. 


He ſaw his Glory, and, becauſe of the particular 
Diſcoveries which he had of his Perſon and whole 


Proceſs, is, by way of Eminence, ftiled the 


evangelical Prophet. Feremiah expreſly deſcribes 


Him, THe Lokp our RiGaTEoUSNESss., I hey 
all referred 1/ra?! to the coming of that Fuſ? 
One, for the Completion of Gop's Deſngps, and 
of Man's true Happ meſs.” ' - 
Lasr of al, G0 ſends and ſpeaks by 
Cu RIST Himſelf, in whoſe Name, and for whoſe 


Sake alone, all preceding Preachers had ſ poken : 


As, ſaith the Apoſtle : GOD, who at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, ſpake in Time paſt to oe 
Fathers by the Prophets, hath in"thoſe Taft Dey 

(this laſt Diſpenſation of Grace; the Decarr 
Oeconomy of Gop with Men on Earth) /poken 
unto us by his Son, IE SUS CHRIS Y is he Fropbet, 
by Way of Eminence, Deut. 18. He ſpeaketh, not 
to the Ears alone, but preacheth inwardly to the 
Hearts of all who will hear. The Difference 
between his Teaching, and that of all who had 
been before him, was ſo remarkable, that his ver 
Enemies were conſtrained to own'1t: They doe re 
aſtuniſbed at bis Dodtrine; its divine Natufe, and 
the Manner in which he delivered it, and owned, 


that never Man ſpake as he ſpoke: His Words, | 


were with Power ;' they reached the inmoſt Soul: 
He taught them, as one having Autbority, and not 
ar the Scribes, Matth. 7. 28, 29. | 

'Hz made Choice, firſt of Twelve; fte de 
of Seventy Diſciples more, whom he ſent into 
the World, with Commiſſion to Preach his 
Goſpel to every Creature. After his Aſcenſion, 
che Number Was Wr WERE? Thus, 


We 


* 
flor 
5 


2 
he 
= * 


The CRUCLFIED JESUS. 1 
we read, that on a certain Diſperſion of the firſt 
Chriſtians, occaſioned by a ſevere Perfecution in 
Jeruſalem, they that were ſcattered abroad, went 
every where preaching 2 Word, Acts 8. 4. 

By this Means, the Preaching of the Goſpel. be- 
came fully known; ſpread itſelf by Degrees; and 
was at length propagated throughout the different 
Regions of the World. It triumphed over all 
adverſe Power; prevailed, to the Overturning the 
Kingdom of Hell, and diffuſed its ſalutary Influ- 
ence and bleſſed Effects, throughout the Hearts 
and Lives of all who received it. ety 

Now what did the preaching of thoſe firſt Ser- 
vants of Gop conſiſt of? What was that particu- 
lar and only matter of their Sermons, which be- 
came ſo mighty thro? God, to the Pulling down of, 
ſtrong Holde; the demoliſhing Satan's Kingdom, 
and eſtabliſhing the Kingdom of the LoxD Jesus 
It was in Reality only this mentioned in the Text, 

CurisT crucified. This was the Center ta which 
the Apoſtles! reduced, and fronygyhence they de- 


duced, the whole Circle of Divine Truth. CHRIST 


crucified is the Sum of the Scriptures : He has 


ever been the Object of the Churches Expec- 


tation, the Matter of her Glorying, and the 
Theme of her Doctrine. Before his coming, 


= there. was an uninterrupted prophetical Tradition 


concerning Him, which conſtituted the Theology 
of the Synagogue ; as ſince. his coming, there is 
a teſtimonial Evidence, which is the Foundation 
of the Theology of Chriſtians!” © 
Tuts is ſummarily, that Goſpel, which is tbe 
Power of God unto Salvation to every one that he- 
lieveth; the powerful Means which God makes 
uſe of to ſave Souls. This is the Wiſdom of: 
God in a Ayſtery, even the hidden Wiſdom, which 
Cod ordained before the World, unto our a 


* 
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Lr us take a more particular View of the a- 
poſtolic Manner of Preaching, from the few 
Diſcourſes of theirs, or rather Parts of Diſcourſes, 
preſerved to us in the Adi, of the Apoſiles : And 
we ſhall find, that all their Narration, and all 
 thgir Reaſoning, terminated in this ſingle Point. 
Being well aſſured, that there is na other name un- 
der Heaven whereby a Sinner can be faved, but 
the Name of the Lok JEsus, they on every poſ- 
fible Occaſion, declared this endearing Name, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins; teſtifying both to Great 
and Small, Repentance towards Ged, and Faith in 
our Lorp JESUS CHRIS r. ; | 
Px firſt of theſe Sermons, is that by St. Peter 
on the Day of Pentecofl, mentioned in the Second 
of the Ads. It was to a promiſcuous Multitude 
of all Nations under Heaven. And how does the 
Wiſdom of God appear in the Apoſtles whole 
Train of Reaſoning from the Old Teftament! 
All referring to, and in Part accompliſhed by, the 
then Matter of the Jeu, Aſtomſhment, and yet 
 ContradiQtion; the pouring out of theHoLyGrosr 
in ſo extraordinary a Manner. He winds up all 
at length, with theſe Words, which broke the 
Hearts of three thoufand- of them; T berefore let 
all the Houſe of Iſrael know afſuredly, that this 
Feſus whom ye bave crucified, is both LORD and 
CHRIST. Now. when they had heard this, they were 
eut to the Heart, and ſaid, bat ſball ue do to be 
© By. Peter's next Sermon, which we have in the 
Third of the As, is to the ſame Effect. He be- 
gins with a conciliatory Introduction, in which 
are brought in thoſe Names, fo eſteemed by the 
Jews, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob: The very men- 
tion of whom, reconciled them to hear with grea- 
ter Readineſs, all the Apoſtle had to ſay. He 
| enters 
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enters upon his grand Point at once, The God of 


our Fathers, hath glorified his Son Jes us, whom 
ye delivered up, and denied in the Preſence of Pi- 


A late, when he was determined to let him go. But 


yedenied the Hol. y ONE, and the Juſt, and deſired 
a Murderer to be granted unto you; and killed 
the Prince of Life, whom God hath rais'd from 


3 
1 
"3X8 * 
the Dead.” 
25 ead. 
—< 
*. 
5 
"3s 


His Reſurrection is the Accompliſhment of the 
Promiſes made to Abraham ; the Truth or Sub- 
ſtance, prefigured in Iſaac, who ſurvived his Sa- 
crifice ; and the Principle of ſpiritual Generati- 


on to all Believers, and of their Tranſlation in- 


to the promiſed Land, foreſhewed in the Poſteri- 
ty of Jacob; who was the Head of the twelve 
Tribes; the Model of the real Children of Gop, 
the Heir and Fountain of all the Bleſngs.” 
TRE Apoſtle might have had this Deſign, in in- 
troducing the Names of thoſe Patriarchs, and 


W would infinuate, that, however juſtly they were 


famed by the Fews, yet it ſhould not be to the 


Prejudice of thatjusT ONE, thePRIx CR or I. IE; 
== whom they had killed; who was greater than, and 
= before Abrabam; the true Antitype of 1/aac, and 
me Bleſſer of Jacob; who changed his Name, 
W from the Sigpification of Servitude and Wieak- 


* 


neſs, to that of a Prince, who had Power with 
GOD. The Apoſtle goes on, Ye are the Chil 
dren of the Coyenant which Gor made witk our 
Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, and 'in thy Seed 
ſhall all the Kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed.” 
And now he applies the whole, and aflures thoſe 
very Murderers of the Prince or LITE, that they 
were entitled to Bleſſings and Benefits eternal, 


through this ſame Ixs os, whom they crucified ; 


«+ Gop having raiſed up his Son Ixsus, ſept him 


to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you 
755 . 1 rom 


14 The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 
from his Iniquities.” O infinite Love! O aſto- 
' tiſhing Grace ! The Fruit of Ixsus's Incarnation 
and Death The Converſion of our Heart is 
the Recompence which he expects for his Suffer- 
ings and Blood ! it is both the End and the 
Fruit of them. 
Sr. Peter's Defence before the great coe aſ- 
ſembled at Feruſalem, before whom he was 
brought Priſoner, ſeems rather intended to pub- 
liſh his crucified Maſter, than for any Juſtificati- 
on of his own' Perſon: Filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, he ſaid unto them, Ve Rulers of the 
People; and Elders of Ne Be it known unto 
you all, and to all the People of Iſrael, that by 
the Name of Jesus CnRIisr of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom\Gop raiſed from the Dead, 
even by him doth this Man (yea, every converted 
Sinner) ſtand here before you whole. This is the 
Stone which is ſet at nought of you Builders, 
which is become the Head of the Corner. Nei- 
ther is there Salvation in any other: For there is 
none other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved.” ene 
TERRE is obſervable here, not only the grand 
Topic of the Apoſtle'sPreaching; but likewiſe the 
noble Spirit of St. Peter, after his Recovery from 
bis Fall. He pays, (as one ma ſpeak) Intereſt 
for the Debt of his former Weakneſs, by ren- 
dering to God, in Public, and before thoſe who 
have his Life in their Power, that Honour, of 
.. which he de frauded him in ſecret ; being terrified 
at the Voice of a Servant Maid. Behold a Heart 
which was lately as weak as a Reed, but now 
firm and ſteadfaſt as a Rock. | 
© In the Fifth Chapter of the Aa, we have the 
united Voice of the Apoſtles; introducing with 
Sreat Nbruptneſs and gates the ſame ws” 3 
ee 
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the Humiliation and. glorions Exaltation of our 


Logp ChRISH: Peter and the other Apoſtles ſaid 
to the enraged Council, We ought to obey Gop, + 


rather than Men. The Gov of our Fathers 
raiſed up JIEs us, whom ye flew and hung upon a 
Tree. Him hath Gow exalted with his right 
Hand a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
to 1/rae! and Remiſſion of Sins.” He was their 
Alpha and Omega, the firſt andthe laſt ; He is the 
Procurer, the Author and the Completer of every 


Sinner's Salvation. O'J=svs, effect this Work in 


my Heart! wh 8 8 
Non was it the Fews only, whom the Apoſtles 
addreſſed in this Manner; but the Greets alſo; 


only with this Difference, that to the former they 


= always brought in ſome Paſſage from the old Tef: 
= tament; becauſe, firſt, the Fews venerated the 


Writings of Moſes and the Prophets; and there- 


fore, notwithſtanding their Prejudices to the Goſ- 


pel, were always ready to hearken to them: But 


ſecondly, becauſe in the Goſpel State of Things, 
the very Paſſages to which the Apoſtles allude, had 
their exact Accompliſhment : So that they could 


not but ſpeak the Things which they bad Fnown, : 


The: Gentiles; on the contrary, fejected the 


Scriptures, and therefore the Apoſtles introduced 


themlelves to them, in a different Manner, and 


argued from Principles of Reaſon and Morality, 
without ſo immediately referring to Revelation. 


But in Concluſion, the whole centers in Him, 
who is aur PEACE, and who hath made bothFews 
and Gentiles One Church, by the Blood of his Croſs ;; 


of which Privilege the Prophets have ſpoken at 
large. JEsUs hath reconciled us (for we are Gentiles) - 


in the Body of his Fleſh (fo diſtinguiſhed from his 
Body the Church) through Death; in his crucified 


Body, - 
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Body, dying on the Croſs, to preſent us holy, and 
unblameable, and unrepraveable in bis Sight. | 


Tx firſt Sermon we read of to the Gentiles, is 


that in the Tenth Chapter of the 4s, to a little 
Company in the private Houſe of a certain Man in 


Ceſarea, called Cornelius, a Centurion of the Band 73 


called the Italian Band. 

ST. Peter here, contrary to his manner among 
the Jews, begins with what had been the Reſult 
of his own Obſervation ; That in every Nation, 


People are fo far accepted of Gop, in their At- 


tempts to ſerve him, as they act according to the 
beſt Light and Information they have. He then 

0 to a plain Narration concerning the Mar 
ces ESUS ; that GOD anointed him with the 
Holy Ghaſt and with Power; that be went abaut 
doing goad, and bealing all that were oppreſſed of 
the, Devil; that he was ſlain and hanged upon 
a Tree; and that it was through Faith in Him, 
their Sins muſt be forgiren: And as he went on 


in this plain biſtorical Manner, concerning the 
Life and Death of Jzsvs, the Holy Ghoſt fell. on all 


| fhat beard the Ward, and they magnified GOD, _ 
Tax peculiar Attachment of St. Faul to this 
Subject, is diſcernible. to every, Reader through- 


out his Nel To ſet forth Jesvs Carr, as 
ly 


evidently crucified, was his grand Plan of Preach- 
ing to unconverted People. FEOW 


TRERE are more of his 
us, than of any of the other Apoſtles. He accommo- 
_ Gates See een to the Wiſdom given to 
bim, to Fimes, Perſons, and Places, becoming 41 
Things te all Men, that he might win them to 
_ CnxisT. He reaſons of Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come; cites Paſſages from 
Heathen Writers, and varies his lama and 


ddreſs 


Sermons preſerved to 


Ty, 
Ju 
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9 addreſs, according to the different CharaQers of 
he Perſons he has to do with. | 


MW ers the 7, deset om the wn 


4 gs of Moſes and the Prophets, and perpetually al- 
es to the old Teſtament, applying the Predic- 


| Y ons, to the Events in their own Times, in Imita- 


Son of his Divine Maſter, who always referred 
Sack to that Source; and beats them, (ſo to ſpeak) 
ich their own Weapons: With the Gentiles or 
alben, he purſues a different Plan; and proves 
om their own received Maxims, the Light of 
3 1 or natural Religion, (as it is called) that 
hey needed the Proviſion of the Goſpel. He 
proves that their every Scheme, for e 

iſ and happy, had hitherto proved ineffectu 
ind that now, Gop had brought to Light, the 
ly poſſible Way of both. 19 
== Trz1s Apoſtle ſeems to do every Thing in the 
ans (literally) of the Lord Feſus. If he would 
orrect an Error in Doctrine, call back to the 
WT ruth any who had ſwerved therefrom, promote 
pn Act of Chriſtian Charity, or reconcile a Dif- - 

rrence between contending Brethren ; he does all 
Arguments, Conſiderations and Motives, 
len from the Condeſcenſions, Mind, and Saeri- 
ee of the Loxp Jxsus. . 
Tux Corinthians had fallen into an Error, re- 
tive to the Doctrine of the Reſurrection from the 
Dead. In order to (et all to Rights, St. Faul 
Falls back their Aitention, to the fir / point of his 
Doctrine and Prezching amongſt them; and from 
hence, reaſons to the ſettling their Minds, as 
to that Article. Bretbren, ſays he, I declare unte 
pou, the Gaſpel which I preached unto you, &C. 
Put what was this Goſpel ? Why, ſummarily, 
t is, Chrift died for our Sins according to the Scrip- 
tures; 0 to all the Sacrifices, 3 
| and 


"= 
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Ttue, it is altogether natural, conſidering the Wi 
Corruption and Folly of human Nature: But 
then there was, in the preſent Caſe, ſomething of 


which the Apoſtle made uſe of; but likewiſe 


- et et * ö * 0 a 
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and Propheſies of the old Teſtament. This he | ; 
tells them he did frſt of all; as the grand Foun. Wi 
dation, on which to build the whole Superſtructure lſ 


© ality a Goſpel at all; not good News, but the Con- 
trary; a mere Subverſion of the true Goſpel of 
 CHrisT: The Purity of which, admits of no Mix- 
ture. The Apoſtle expreſſes his Aſtoniſhment at 
them on this Occaſion, with, I marvel Brethren, 


&c. | g ; . | Ws od 

But is there any thing ſtrange or unuſual in for. 
ſaking a good Way? Is it not quite natural to turn 
aſide from Ixsus, and the Truth as it is in Him? 


a ſingular Nature: The Galatians received the 
Goſpel, not only from the Force of Reaſoning, 1 
and the Strength of the Arguments in its Favour 


from Evidence much more engaging, and affecting 
to the Heart. I marvel at you, ſays he, that you Wl 
ſhould -for/ake bim that called you, before whſe 
Eyes Jxsvs CHRIS T was evidently ſet forth crucified 
among you. As tho' he ſhould ſay, the»Diſcove- 
ry of your Creator in a human Form, crucified 
before your Eyes, ſhould, in all Reaſon, have 
left ſuch an Impreſſion on your Hearts, and fo 
attached them to him for ever, that 7 
T0474 | | 5 8 ep 
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oeip being aſtoniſhed, that all the falſe Teachers 
on Earth, or Devils in Hell, ſhould be able to 
nove you from the Truth of his Goſpel. O foo- 
% Galatians, who hath bewitched you ! The 
Death Bl [Apoſtle thinks it hardly poſſible, unleſs on the 
| FSuppoſition of their being foully dealt with by their 
falſe Teachers, as by ſome kind of Intoxication 
or Witchcraft. | | | 
Bor how was Jesus CHRISNT evidently ſet forth, 
ond crucified before the Eyes of the Galatians ? Not 
literally Certainly. Thoſe Heathens, many of 
chem at leaft, had never ſeen our LORD in Per- 
ſon; much leſs were they preſent at his Paſſion ; 
= St. Paul muſt therefore refer, either firſt, to the 
clear, circumſtantial Repreſentation of Chriſt, as 
ent at WE dying for our Sins which he gave in his Preach- 
thren, ing ; repreſenting, as tho? they were Juſt preſent, 
his thorny Crown, ſcourged anc. bloody Body, 
nailing to the Tree; his bowing the Head, 
| agonizing Cry, expiring Groans, wounded Side, 
and ſtreaming Blood! Or ſecondly, the Diſcovery 
g the of this to the Eyes of their Heart, by the Hol v 
But Grosr : Such as many of the Children of Gop 
ing of are not unuſed to. Jes us is till wont to appear to 
d the his Mourners in his bleeding Form! Reach hither 
bning, ty Finger and behold my Hands, and reach hither 
avour BF thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side, is a Language, 
cewilc BF not peculiar to Thomas only. Our Lo xv ſtill con- 
ecting WW deſcends to the Neceſſities of thoſe who ſeek 


in for- 
o turn 
Him? 


at-you Him, and is to this Hour, often ſet forth as cru- 

whoſe BF <ified before the Eyes of the Soul: After which, 

ucified there remains a holy and aſtoniſhing Remem- 

ſcove· brarice, during one's Lite, and the dying of the 
cified Lord TFefus, is carried about with us wherever 
-have we go. 2 Cr. 4. 10. MILLER 
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dr. Paul, it ſhould ſeem, ſaw only IxsuscCHRIS | 


in the Scriptures. Who can read the Epiſtle to 


the Hebrews, without being ſtruck with Wonder, 

zt the Strength and Copiouſneſs of that Reaſon- 
ing, by which he ſhews that every Thing muſt ll 
give Place to HIS better Sacrifice and Blood ? 
He ſhews that the Levitical Prieſthood, was in- 
capable either of honouring Gop, or ſanctifying 
Man: Whereas, on the contrary, that of Chriſt, | 


includes all the Religion of Heayen and Earth ; 


and is the Source of all the Bleſſings Man can | 


enjoy. He, in Effect, teacheth that the whole 


Order and Oeconomy of the Events, Laws, | 
Ceremonies, Actions, and Circumſtances of the 


* 


Old Teſtament, ſeryed only as a Picture, whic 

Exhibited CRaisr, drawn, as it were, at full 
_ BxFORE we leave this Head, conſider we one 
Inſtance more of this Apoſtle's Fondneſs for in- 
troducing his crucified Maſter, on every Occaſjon : 


namely the Caſe of the inceſtuoys Perſon, in the 


Church of Corinth, and giving DireQions for 
their Behaviour towards him: But, by a 'Tran- | 


ſition almoſt peculiar to himſelf, which his Heart, 
not Head ſuggeſted, he falls at once upon his 
beloved Topic, a crucified Saviour, —Cukisr our 
Paſſover is erg ene er ut, 1 Cor. 5. 7. Adora- 
ble Victim of aur Paſſover, and of our- Paſſage 


from Sin, and Death, and Hell, to Life, and 
Love, and Heaven! But who would have ex- 
pected it on ſuch an Occaſion? Yet, when it is 
thus brought in, who does not ſee and admire, 

both the Propriety of the Subject, and the Deli- 
cacy of the Introduction? : N | 


Once 


Not to mention it, would be doing a Sort of | 
__ Injury to the Subject. He had been treating of Wl 
Matter quite foreign to it, in Appearance; 
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XK Oxcx more: In the Beginning of his Epiſtle 

nder, ite the Galaticnr, the Apoſtle has one profeſſed 
. 1 7 Deſi gn in View; namely, to EVINCE his Apoſtoſie 
| Authority ; which the Inſinuations of ſome falſe 
reachers, made thoſe Churches begin to queſti- 
1 bn : An Apoſtle, lays he, not of Man, neither by 
Aan, but byJtsvs CHRIST, and GOD theFather, 
obo raiſed bim from the Dead: When, after 
His vſual Salutation and Benediction, Grace be to 
and Peace, &c. h& brings in, (as it were by 
be bye) Jeſus Chriſt giving himſelf to Death for 
our Sins; and in a few Verſes after, adds, with 
Emotion of Zeal, which the Spirit of Gop 
Weave, thoſe fervent and weighty Words, though 
es, the Apoſtles of Carisr, or even an Angel 
rom Heaven, (if that were poſſible). preach any 
ber Goſpel to you than that which we have 
reacbed (ſee the Sum of it, Chapter 2. 16) 
vamely, Salvation by CHRIS alone, without any 
mixture of Jetwiſb Ceremonies, or Merit of 
c vouman Performance, let bim be accurſed. Vea, 
though he could not ſufficiently expreſs his 
ndignation at their deſtructive Proceedings, he 
as the ſecond Time, 4s we ſaid before, fo ſay 
e again, If any Min preach any other Gef, 
io you than that ye bave rettived, let bim 
be accurſed. Gal. 1. 19. 5 
= For a Concluſion of this Point, let us juſt call 
to Remembrance that memorable Interview, be- 
tweeh out Lord himfelf, Meſer the giver of the 
Law, and Elijah the faithful Prophet of JEHO- 
['VAH; (both juſt come from the Regions of 
Blifs and Immortality) and three of bur Lord 
principal Ambaſfadors. This 1 think, is the 
| moſt venerable and auguſt Aﬀembly, that the 
Annals of Hiftory have recorded. And what Was 
the Topic of Converſation amongſt theſe iNuftri-" 


6. 


- 


ous 
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ous Perſonages? Not the Affairs of State, nor 
the Revolutions of Empire; not the curious Re 
finements of Literature, nor the wonderful Diſ- 
coveries of Philoſophy ; but the ignominious and 
bloody Exit, which the Divine FE SUS, was 
ſoon to make at Jeruſalem,” 


Puls Circumſtance, ha: ſhould re- 


commend the Subject to ou frequent Diſcourſe ; 
even though it was leſs eminent for intrinſic Dig- 
nity and comfortable Import.” 

THERE would never be an End' if one ſhould: 
attempt to ſay all. that this Subject will bear, I 


inſtance only in a few Particulars. However we 
need hardly fear carrying the Matter too far, 
while we follow only our Los p and his Apoſtles. 


The Subject, it is true, has been rendered con- 


temptible to ſome, becauſe it has been ſo often 
rehearſed in Hymns, Prayers, and Sermons, 
without being truly underſtood: 80 that the 
Teacher did not know very often what he ſaid, 
nor the Hearer what he taught : And thus the. 
Myſtery of the Truth-is grown ſo ſtale, that at 
| leaft, it is counted Puerile, if not Fooliſnneſs. 
Bur whatever Treatment the preaching of 
1 crucified, in the moſt explicit and particu- 
ar Manner, may meet with from ſome Speakers 
or Hearers, it ſtill remains the Standard of Apoſ- 
tolic Preaching ; and the only Fountain of Salva- 
tion. JEsUs.crucified. is the Sum and Centre of 


all, Col. 2. 3,. 9, 10, 17. Eph. 4. 13, 15. Phil. 
8 8, Sc. — lle is the Author of Salvation, the 
to 


Store-Houſe of Health and Plenty, the Rock of 
Defence, the Pearl of great Price, and the Glory 


of Gap ! And, in the Regions of Bliſs and end- 


leſs Glory, the Remembrance of the Myſteries 
of CHRIST, will: be an eternal Subzest of Praiſe a 
and Benediction. | | 
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That man might be without Excuſe, ſaith St. 
Auſtin, GoD hath made a ſhort Work upon the 
Earth: By contracting his Immenſity into the 
narrow Dimenſions of a Man, he hath abreviated 
his Doctrine and our Duty! In Heaven itſelf; 
this is the Burden of the Song; Thou wm ſlain, 
and haſt redeemed us to Ged by thy Blood | | 


Wx preach Chriſt crucified; The anointed of 
Gov, inveſted with every Office and Power, 
neceſſary for making SatisfaQtion to the Divine 
Juſtice, and harmonizing the Divine Attributes; 
for Yanquiſhing the Devil, atoning for, abſolving 
and deſtroying Sin; overcoming Death, and 
opening the Kingdom of Heaven to every Be- 


liever ! We preach him, as made unto: us of 


GOD, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San#ification and 
Redemption. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 5 | | 

THERE muſt be a total Renunciation of our- 
ſelves; of 'our own Underſtanding, our falfe 
Righteouſneſs, our Sins, and the whole Corrup- 
tion of our Heart. CHRISH then becomes our 


Wiſdom, by the Light of his Word and Spirit; 
our Righteouſneſs by the Means of his Sacrifice; 
our Sanctification by the Virtue and Holineſs of 


his new-raiſed Life, and ue Redemption and 
Liberty, by the Power of his Grace, reigning 
and ruling in our inmoſt Soul; whereby he ſub- 


4 


jects vs to himſelf, and lives ſole Monarch of the 


believing Heart. 


Ov Sins had forfeited all Right to the Fa- 
vour and Enjoyment of Gop, and plunged us 
in an Ocean of Guilt, Corruption and Miſery; 
from which no Power could reſcue us leſs than 
that which made the World: So that now 


N. it bout 
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Without Redemption all Mankind, 
Muft have been loft, had not the Son of GOD 
In whom the Fulneſs dwells of Loe Divine, 

upon his own Head drawn 


The deadly Forfeiture and Ranſom ſet. * 


Milton yet further beautifully deſcribes buman 
Miſery, and the Love and Mercy of our IEsus, 


when he imagines hum: ſpeaking to the Father 
thus, 


4 
A 
1 
1 
4 


Man dead an Sins and loft, 
Atonement for himſelf, or offering meet, . 
Indebted and undone bath none to br in 
Behold me then; me for him, Life 9.3 Life 
T offer ; on me let thine Anger fall ; 
7 me Man; I for his Sake will leave, 

Bofom, and this Glory next to thee © 
| 2 put Y and for bim, laſtly . | 


+ + 4, ano ones 42a 1. OS Lone: 


Ol how Omnipotence is loſt in 3 "ROY 
is Love ! not that we loved him, but that he hath n 
loved us, and given himſelf to be the daviour of 0 
the World | Thus Gop commendeth his Love 3 
towards us, while we were yet Sinners, in Siving 
Enis to die for the Ungodly. : N 
Wr preach him as the Completion of all the 
 Prophef ies relatin "E to the Meſſiah in the old F, 
© Teſtament ; the End of the aun both moral 5 
and ceremonial; the ſole Object of a Sinner's ö 
Truſt, and Hope, and Love; the barns, Sar 
Soul of all Happineſs and Perfection m Eart | 
and Heaven! 21 Bliſs of Angels, the Terror of . 
Devils, the Judge of the Univerſe, the Creatot MW 
of all, God's Fellow, . JEHOVAH, our Righ | 
| reouſneſs, the Lok of Glory! | 


© Paradif Loſt, 
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83 
rejectad af ©: Men; ; 8: Man ef Sernowus, and a- 
| quarnidd ui Gniefs.: God and Man, in one 
 Perfon,: dying upon. 075 for khumen Crimes! 
Here ine Mils 30 Angels, deſire:toſlocł into 
this myſtenous Wiſdom of Son; hat gannat fa- 
thom its Depth. Heaven n 
Ak his Lavexto On: | 


| Portia illuwintd,ny Id aio ue Theme? 
1 * fr; 21 11 37:6! Wat wi NN 
als, dpnGderad: at fur, bs zm dhe 
Whole of his Prgtels, from he Stahle and 
Manger in Bithlebem, toi the; Oroſs and Wennds 
— All! his imer madiate State of Po- 
overly, e pr ens. md} and universal, Her- 
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Now to preach our Loxp crucified, is to re- 
_ Preſent this his Whole Proceſs, in the moſt cir- 
cumſtantial and plain Manner: Not indeed, with 
Excellency of Speech or of M. dom; not making 
the Force o Preaching to conſiſt in the Elegancy 
of the Language, and the Connection of human 
Reaſoning, * len, as St. Paul ſays, the - Croſs of 
Chriſt Jboiuld be made of none "Effe#t ;- but in its 
own naked Majeſty, according to the Word of 
Gop. It is fot a Preacher i declare expreſly 
to all that hear him, V Creator was incarnate, 
and died for your Offences. Vour Guilt and 
Corruption muſt have ſunk you into endleſs Ruin, 
had not our Maker found out this amazing Me- 
thed' of reſtoring us to Favor. He is become 
the Propltiation for our Sins. There is no other 
poſſible May for. our eſoaping endleſt Miſery, and 
obtaining everlaſting Felieiny;" hut through be- 
lieving in him, thus dying for us, and living to 
| his ſole Glory. He was wounded for our Tranſ- 
| reſſions, and bruiſed for our Tniquities. He bare 
our Sins in bis bwn Body po n the. Tres. By 
bis Stripes we are healed. This it is in brief, to 
"preach CALs crucified.: And of this. the Apoſ- 
fe hape ſet us che Example. 
Bur how diffetent is this whole Affair, 17 
ib vain Philoſophy of Men]! Human Reaſon 


cannot reach it. The Pride of Man abhors to 


ſubmit to ſuch 4 dependent State of total Obli- 
Sation; and Nature ſhrinks as it were, from a 

: Wey of Salvation, that ſo utterly aboliſhes its 
es Merits and Abilities. We are naturally 


averſe from.” being. ſaved only iy Grace. Tho“ 


the Scripture reputes human Righteouſneſs no 
better than filthy Rags; and declares we are, 
naturally, wretched — N ern 2275 and 
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Bind, and naked; yet we would, in ſome 
Senſe, be our own Saviouts: We boaſt of the 
Digniiy of human Nature, out extenſive Capa- 
cities and noble Powers ; : Which, however true, 
in a comparative Senſe, in regard to the irrational 
Creation, are, with Reference to Gon and 
Salvation, our greateſt Weakneſs and Folly. Sin 
hath diſrobed us of thoſe God-like Perfections, of 
all true moral Rectitude, and all juſt Pretenfions 
to true Glory, with which our CRE ADR al firſt 
endowed. Man: So that whatever Claim we Can 
make to them now, in this State of Degeneraty, 

Darkneſs and Death, flow entitely from our 
Relation to Gos in Human Nature: And, 


Te g rand Cnet abe ai) 5140 ys at fut 
Our ng Height, ſcarce | e from Divine 
By Heav' n compos d, was publi 0 on the 5 
Tur which uſually finds the Gill place en 
Theology, ſays a Writer of the preſent Age, is 
the Divine Eſſence, or Nature: And even this 
becomes Food for Human Pride and Vanity. 
For why is it, many Times, that Men reprefent 
the CREATOR Jo great, but that they thefnſe ae 
may remain tolerab y Great; thoup] Hh ey | 
Him! ?, Why fo perfe, but becauſe 1 infers . | 
own Perfection ? Why fo. incomprehenſible, but 
NN it magnifies their Underſtanding, in er 
ing, however, penetrated. ſo far.? This often 
lies at the Bottom with Speaker td" rH wg 
And from the ſame Principle, they are led t 
deſpiſe or contemn, every Repreſentation of tlie 
Caxa rok, which ſerves to debaſe and onfound | 
the Stoner; 3 20 God incarnatez Kt ag for us; 
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nece effarily. 5 For hom Areadful mull dur dn. 
dition, haye_been, when go ſeſs an Expedient 
80 0 S d hade reſeed us fibth thiby Def: 
een? 
et e of biin 4s cinen Chou, 
| 55 e of It is ge ip Sea nittle | 
C 8 are e to be called, 5 
| * - R IST, N Jae 2 away br R yy Wilh. 
gukany. 44 er Attention 40 the'© ittionis and | 
Duties, 'whic the Chriſtian Name implies; for 
oj they ea their own Bread, and witty D217 bun 
2 605 0, their "own Will, and truſt in Uheir 
teduſneſs . and ay, 80 let us be culled 
7 5 thy ame to Take a crane our Reproath (tai. iv. 1 
Ik they chink about hi eben it 1s only in reſpect 
to his = God-Itke Condition. 1 Bumi 
0 Sued | and Bead, Axe rarely, dr but 
ſligntly Seng. id: "On dhe ntrary, We find 
85 n Unwillingaeis, to own. for our Head 
0D 255 deſp ſed. "and. « cru ucified Man; and 
e 1 Re 8 hirn, ; 0 the Havuphtitief 
of þ e, the ber pears in this forrie- 
ae pe on dür Calling, 
1 os ans ; 115 offends the Delicacy And 
45 FO e rofeflion.. 
3: bs "The preat 1 the Form of a red 
I. Greator of, the Inivetſe, wanting a Place to 
e his:Head! The Judge of all, ftatiditis befbfe 
| earthly EN. an Tentenced/to Death, by 
the, 15 which. himſelt inſpired? The Author 
of all; Life, natural, -mofal, and Divitie, Aying 
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dying Agonies of the Loxp Ixsus CRE: Nor 
could a thouſand Worlds, conferred on Mankind, 
have been ſuch an Act of overflowing Goodneſs, 
in God, as the Gift of this his Son, his All- 
beloved, his Only-begotten. And, to find one's 
Heart, either averſe from, or reconciled: to, an 
entire Dependance upon, and glorying in, the 
Croſs of CHRIST, is a ſure Criterion 'of our State ; 
whether we are yet in our Sins, or Partakers of 
the Benefits of bis Paſſion] Such a Dependance 
upon hitn, and glorying in him, imply a being 
erycified with him, Ana is, a Death to Sin; an 
utter Deteſtation thereof, and an entire Devot ion 
to G0. 3 

- Do H heartily acquieſce i in the viaery of the 
Crofs Did Jr8vs; by dying thereon; overcome all 
/ adverſe:Power, and purchaſe my Peace with 
Son Can I feelingly fay to that Sufferer, all 
| bathed in Blood! ex piring between two Thieves, 
Thou art my Lord, — my GOD !- Saviour, thou 
art TEHOV 
member me when thou comeſt to thy Kingdom ! 
To is the wo 5 the Croſs? ſed, with 

ard" to me, and a REP are « due to 

„ e 3 "A 8 * 
mg fel tn may no eber babs 
Divide this conſec rated Sou; 
97 "Poſte + it thou who baſt the Right, 

007 ond and Mofter e ee, 


o & $ + 


4 1 Fe 4 3 . 
„on the contrary, O'Sinner, O-my Soul, be 


bis offerided i in CHRIST H; at the Meanneſs of his 
Appearance, the Ignominy of his Croſs ; if thy 
Heart ſtarts back at his Abaſements, and will 
not have this: Man to er over it; thou art 
Ln * N 

ai yet 


AH my Righteouſneſs |” Fesvs, re. 


CL I , camRnMOASE 
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yet without Gop, and without Cn le in the 
World. O why wilt thou detract from his 
Glory? Becauſe he buimbled' bimſelf, wilt thou 
therefore have it; that he is oflan inferior Nature? 
Shall we, becauſe dur Miſery needed ſuch an 
Expedient, reject the Proviſion, on Account of 
the Myſtery? Shall the Condeſcenſions of Gop, 
which exceed all human Comprehenſion, become 
the Occaſion of exalting ourſelves above him 

by-ſuperciliouſlycofifenming a Proceſs of Deli- 
verance, in Appearance ſo mean; and ſubſti. 
toting in the Place of it, a Syſtem which onl 

ſhews our Folly? O Gp regard, in this In- 
ſtance alſo, the Miſeries of thy Creatures. Sub- 
ject our Hearts to thyſelt, till erycified” with 
Chriſt, we glory in nothing elſe, ſave in the 


Cros of our Lohn Jas CHAIU f! 


+ - 


16 amedT to avhih} a3 nn tt aiewiot 10 

THE Deſign of this Diſcourſe,/is not only to 
conſider the Apoſtolie Subject of 'Preaching; 
namely CHRIS T 'crucified, and the Import there- 
of: It is likewiſe intended, to repreſent the Scene 
of our Lex p's Paſſion, or Ixsus crucified, with 
ſome Conſiderations. therebpon. Let us then 
ſtop, and behold him in a-few of the laſt Stages of 


his Acts of Love, and Suffering; and ſay, if there 


ever was Sorrow'liketo hät, with which our Sins 
afflicted the meek Lamb of Gov, in the Day of 
his: Father's” fierce- Anger. Take it partly in 
the Words of, Writers of the preſent ahd"laf 
A ˖ . 
1 8, cannòt but ſee it) all the Way, to be 
ſtrewed with Thorns and ſharp pointed Stones: 
And altho', by the Kiſſes of his Feet, they become 
precious and ſalutary, yet they procured to him 
And ein 10 . 7 * *2:2: Sorrow 


On 
„ 2 
4 * 4 
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Sorrow and-Difeaſe., It, was Meat and Drink ts 
lim to. do. bis. Father's; Malz, but it was Bread of 
Afſtiction, and Rivers of Tears, t drink; Fop 
theſe, he thirſted, ite che Earth after the. cool 
Streams. | For, ſo abſolute was the Subjection of 
Br + enten to the infinite Loveef Gop,. which 
ele his Will and. Underſtanding; that im this 
Choice « of. Accidents,” he never conſidered- the 
lies ;but the. G. zu neger diſtingui ſned 
Tweet from bitter 3 bat Duty: and" ee mag 
prepared. his Table. q; Ms We 14 
Knowixg..tha the Time determined of t 
Father was e haſtened up to Jeruſalem, 
He went before' his Diſeiples, faith the Evange- 
lit, and they followed bim, trembling and amaz- 
dad The Lon Jesvsis gone before us and 
it were a holy, . Brive:whaſe Zeal 
were forwardeſt, in the D s of Humiliation 
aud Self-denial. ” ThoteAffeivns which d well in 
Sadneſs, fuch ae State imply, and are mar- 
led to Gries, and lye at the Foot of the Croſa, 
and trace ee. of Icsus, have the Wiſdom 
= bee the oh Sobriety-;, and 
Are; the, beſt Imitations keg, ee and Security 
ee Levity, orf a ee ane vain, Ar 
'T 5 un 5 II bag N 
-;Oun Lond. five Days. before his Podien, fant 
s. Diſciples: to x Village to borrow an Afa. 
And naw begins that great Eriumplr, in which 
. Pal Pleaſed to exalt his Office, and to, abaſe 
his Perſon. 
+ Ebe had but Ww ee Days of, Triumph iti bs 
whole Life g one was that of his Transfiguration 


Mount Tabor. 1 the other,7 when be rade 


upon 
into the holy City. But, that it might appear 
haw little e his: Joys, and' preſent exterior 


* 


encies; in tha Day of his Transfigura- 


* wary fy a ow @ ron 


ten, Moſer and Elias appeared to him, teiling 
him what great Things he was to rich And 
on the Day 

the Palms of 'Privingh, with à Dew 'fwecter 
than the Moiſture Mount Hermon, or the 
Drops of Manna. Te allay. the little Warmth 
ef a fpringing Joy, he let down a Shower of 


Tears, . over the undone City, and leav- 


ing it diſpueable, whether he felt mers Jey or 


Boreow; in his AQs of Love. He triamphèd to 


conſider, that the Redeniption'of the World was. 
ſo near; and wept bitterly,” chat Men uod not 
be redeemed. His Joy was great to eonſider, 
that himfelf was ela fo i eat Sadnefs for our 
Good; and his Sorrow s my ery grout, c eenſi- 
der, that we ould not ener mas "that: Good: * 
brought and laid before us "is: Paſſion,” 
II rede like 4 poor Man an Aſs; Beaſt 
of Burthen; and the loweltValue'y aud etz it 
not his own-: And in chat Equi page, he received 
the Acelamations due to's. mighty Prines; t 
he cy of the teen Ken Is een, 8, in his great 
gives bes thab neus 
, and the” gf Aton, beengte no. 
othien Den cane Gates riding upon 
an Ass, and received: the: Honour 'of Hoe 
in that Untikelihood, and ConitadiQion of "Inoqual 
Cireumſtances. 8 
Burr it we conſider what (Glldwed; his. mig 
ſeem te be a Deſign 40 deepen che Bepre 


of his perſon. For to defcend from "the a 


of worldly Honours, from wr; 'AJoration of 4 
Son, and the Acdargations of a Kin the 
Death 'of a Slave, the Torments of oy, © and 
the Bifhonours, of a condertied 


2 50 704 . 
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Day of his riding into Ferufaltm, he wet 


9 wers 
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gave Height, and Senſe, and Excellency to each 
— — ͤ 1 V 
Tus, Jxsus, like a Rain-bow, half made of 
the glorious Light, and half of the Moiſture of 
2 Cloud; half Triumph and half Sorrow, en- 
tored into this City, where he had done ſo much 
Good to others, and to himſelf received Nothing 
but Affronts and Indignities. Vet his Tenderneſs 
encreaſed upon him, and in that very Journey, 
which was CHRIST's laſt ſolemn Viſit for their 
Recovery, he doubled all the Inſtances of his 
Merey for their Converſion. He wept for them 
and pitied them, and ſighed out the Intimations 
of Prayer, and ſtayed all Day there, looking 
about 1 and no Man would 
invite him Home]; but he was forced to go to 
Betbany for an hoſpitable Entertainment. 
/ 11; SOME that read this, will perhaps be full 
of-1ndignation: at the whole City, Who, for Ma- 
lice er for Fear, would not receive their Saviour 
into their Houſes : And yet we do worſe; for 
now that he is become our Lonxp, with mightier 
Demonſtrations of his eternal Pewer, we ſuffer 
him : lock round about upon us, for Months and 
Years together ; we hear of and read his graci- 
ous Offers of Merey and Salvation, and refuſe 
to entertain him, till our Houſe is ready te fall 
upon our Heads, and we are going to unknown 
and ftrange Habitations 
Son there; were however, in the midſt of 
- this populeous and mutinous City, who were this 
great King's good Subjects; Perſons that threw 
away their own Garments, and laid them at the 
Feet of Jssos; that being diveſted of their own, 
they might be re- inveſted with a Robe of his 
Righteouſneſs, wearing that till it were changed 
into a Robe of Glory !. The very * of 
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their Reception of the LORD, became f 

lical to them, And, expreſlive; of all our | Duties 
and Deſires. . 

Ix og 5 17 5 16 confer, yh 
reat Evil we when, . ons are ſuc 
ge thoſe, for. e As tow, it 
Weep 9 5 Ter 15 Me He who 

r 5 11.45 Boſom ; Fel ici 35 yet 
tees his freſh Lawrels, upon upon the Day of 
his Triumph, wih Tears of of, and bitter 
Allay. en of. Triumph ws: 7 Days of Sor- 
row ; and we woy'd weep for gbr own Sins, 
our Tears 'wor'd. tufn our 0 of E 4 into 
Days ef Triumph and Jubilee. Gop lays 
every Thing. aſide,; that he may ſerve * Ser- 
vants! Heaven ſtoops to Earth, and one Abyſs 
calls upon another; od. the Miſeries of Man 
which are, next. to- in finite, are excelled by. A | 
* equal to the Immenſity "of G. 
WEN Jxsbs had eaten his laſt Paſcal Sup- 
per, ſang the Hymn, prayed, exhorted, and 
comforted his Diſciples. with. a Farewel Ser- 
mon, he went over the Brook Cedron, and 
entered into a Garden, and into the Prologue 
of his Paſſion ; chooſing that Place for his Agony 

and ſatisfaftory Pains, in which the firſt Scene 
of. human Miſery , was repreſented, and where 
he might beft attend the Offices of Devotion, 


preparatory to his Death. E great was his FA | 
Deſire te Pay our Ranſom, that himſelf dd 


aſſiſt by a forward Patience, and active Occaſi- 
on towards, the Perſecution: Teaching us, that 
: 4 an active Teal, and a ready Spirit, we aſſiſt 

e Deſigns of Go »'s. Glory, tho“ in our Suf- 
e A; e * Infelicities. © Pay 


12 Warn 
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" Whiny' he” entered the Garden, he left his 
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Ag, he E Was 
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3) Which Sorrow he 


alſo thoſe to rep lent to theſt three, Who 
2 „ the Farneſt F his 


felf that 190 ſt allo, By. the confy quting 
thefe 5 9 —— 0 right ai, Sb. tit G 95 

uſes td diſpenſe ls Co Condfotts, tive Nr 
oi and ten of! his Glory, to be Prepa- 
rations to thoſe Sorrows, with Which dur Life 


mut be alſayed and ſeafoned; at none ſhould 
fefüſe to partake of the 


either; by hay Eft felt Nis Comiforts,, or 


f hs e hereafter 10 Wear Kis Erdwl. 


ESU 'began tö be eu. "Wi ul; 't6. 
and fad mri 0 e And 


began'there, 


Oo reffion of our Sins, his Paſſion 
etice Gu Sins ring.” Fromm an evil Heart 


Ad ee fit all our 1 Arie! 25 And 


in the Spirit vi Ache, began bis 88 owe „Where 


he truly” fert the 
Sin, which, 
2 Trat, or hearty Sigh 


full Weight and Detgerlt it 
Alas] how mahy think hot worth 
But the Lamb 


7 9 book] 11805 to be wilted, "at, in ORG. 
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der, chat for thoſe very Merriments, our bleſſed 
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LokD felt a bitter Sorrow ; and not one vain and 
ſinful Laughter, but coſt the h oly Favas e 


Pag and throws of bitter Paſſion _ 
ow our Lok began to taſte the bitter Cup ! 


He had no Remorſe, to alarm his/ſpotleſs Cas 


3 yet Pearfulneſs and Trembling came. upon 
s. No Violence was offered to his facred Per- 
275 1 yet a horrible Dread overwhelm'd him. 
„Tas Night, cold Night; and though our 
divine Maſter lay proſtrate upon the Earth, a- 
midſt the Fall of chilling Dews, He feveat, 
ſweat Blood ; ſweat great Drops of Blood, run- 
ning down in reeking Streams to the Ground. 
80 inſopportable was his Afffiction, he. could 
not forbear crying out, My Soul ie ſor- 


rowful, exceeding ſorrowful, 'forrowful to 
Death! 1 For now he ſaw the Ingredients: of his 


en N pouring into the Cup, and the 


of Horror and Amazement: He 

tors fell on his Face and "prayed, O my 

Father, if it be poſible, tet this Cup paſs * me. 
SEE le Eneels down, and not only ſo, but 

flat upon the Earth, and would in Hunmlity e 


fer vent Adoration, have deſcended low as the 


Centre. He prays with an Intention - 4 
his Sorrow, — of po 
and a Conformity to the divme Will ſe weadle 
25 if it Had been the molt indifferent” Thing 
in the World, for him to be dekvered e 


Death, or from it. For tho” his Nature aid decling 


as that which hath a natural Horror 
tradliction to the preſent Intereſts of 118 


the A ppoimment of his Father for the Redemp- 
non of the World, it was the Baptifin, {Es 
12. 5d.) which nue was ſtraitned Un he had 
— | 

His 


with a Submiffion lo. great, 


Preſervation ; 3 yet, when he Tooked upon it, 188 
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His Sadneſs and Agony was ſo great, mingled 
and compounded of Sorrow and Zeal, Fear and 
Deſire, innocent Nature and perfect Grace, 


that he ſweat Drops, as great as if the Blood 
had ſtarted through little undiſcovered Fonti- 


nels, . and out-ran the Streams and Rivers of 
his Scourging and Croſs ! Blood, mingled with 
the ſerous Subſtance, iſſued from his Veins. in 
ſo: great Abundance, that they moiſteried the 


| Ground, and bedeck'd his Garments, which ſtood 
like a new Firmament, ftudded with k . 


tending an approncting. Som. 


The Blood gu rd out and CS, ore . 
Hi Garments with its deepeſt Gore; 
With glorious Stains bedeckd be Al. 
Ae, als Vi ielory in Blood. | 


NO wy came from Bozrab with W SY | 


ments all red and bloody: And ſo was, exactly 


verified in the holy Js us, thoſe Words of 
David, I am paured aut like Water, my Bones are 
diſperſed; my, Heart in the midſt of my Body is 


like melting Max: Thou wilt bring me inte the 


* Death, Pfal... 22. 
T 


Auſtin meditates, that the Body 0 of our 4 f 


all overſpread with Drops of bloody 8e did 


prefigure the future State of his ;.:and 


that his Body myſtical, ſhould be dal in in 2 red 
Garment, variegated with the Symbols of La- 
bour and Paſſion, Sweat and Blood : By which 
himſelf was pleaſed. to purify bis Church, and 
preſent her to God, Holy: and ſpotleſs. At 


Hr now permits. himſelf to be. "betrayed and 


taken. „He gave up himſelf. into the Hands 


of his Murderers. He went forth to meet 


them, 
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them, and, ſtraitned till this Baptiſm was ac- 
compliſhed, ſaid, I am He. 

Au now they bind. him with Conde Ji; _ 
ſo began our Liberty and Redemption from 
Slavery, and Sin, and Curſing? and Death. But 
he was bound faſter by Bands of his own: 
His Father's Will, and Mercy, Pity of the World, 
Prophecies, Myſteries, and Love, held him 
faſt : And theſe Cords were ſtronger than Death, 
which he afterwards looſed. The Cords which 
the Soldiers Malice put upon his holy Hands, were 
but Symbols and Figures: His own Compaſſion 
and Affection were the Morals. But he under- 
took this ſhort Reſtraint and Condition of a 
Priſoner, that all Sorts of Perſecution and exte- 
rior e might be hallowed by his Suſcep- 
tion; and theſe pungent Sorrows: ſhould, like 
poiſoned Arrows, pierce him through, and leave 
t- that Poiſon behind; chat all the e ſhould | 
ty remain for us. 

of Tuxx led him firſt to OED: and —— thence 
re to Caiaphas, who had formerly reſolved in a 
is Council he ſhould die. They ſought: for Ac- 
be cuſations againſt him, but ſtill were unable to 
7 fix any Charge upon him, which could be le- 
d, gally proved. And mom himſelf, who always had 
id the Innocence of Doves, was to join with it the 
nd Prudence and: Warineſs of: Serpents ; + not to 
ed prevent Death, for that he was reſolved to ſuf- 
a- fer; but that they might be deſtitute of all 
h Appearance of juſt Cauſe, on his Part. He then 
id left his Cauſe; to defend itſelf, under. the Pro- 
91 tection of his heavenly Father: Not only be- 
d cauſe himſelf was determined to die, but becauſe, 
ds. if he had not, all that had been alledged againſt 
et him, could never have inferred it. 7 
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Hs Silence then, fulfilled a Prophecp; it 
made his Enemies full of Murmur and 
ment; and gave them to ſee he deſpiſed the 
cuſations, as certain and apparent 
But himſelf was fearleſs of the Iſſue; 3 in the 
Benſe of Marality and Myfteries, taught us not 


to be too apt to excuſe ourſelves, when the 


Semblance of a Fault lies upon us, unleſs by 
ſome other Duty, we are obliged to our Defence; 


ſince he, who was moſt innocent, was moſt 


ſilent. And it was expedient, that as the firſt 
Auam encreaſed his Sin, by a vain. Apology, the 
Silence and Bufferings of the Second Adam, ſhould 


expiate and reconcile it. 


Tukan might have 8 a Aken Rea; 
fon for our Lord's Silence, when he was accuſed 
at Pilate's Bar; and Herod's Judgment Seat. It 


in probable, he conſidered: himſelf as Randing 


before a higher Tribunal; aud reſponſible! ito 
eternal Juſtice, for the criminal Adtions af al 
In this Situation, and in this Capacity, 


clear himſelf of perſonal Demerit, he could; 
clear bimſelf of imputed Guilt, he could not. 


Therefore he was dumb ; be | 
Mouth. For 
high Gon, Glory 


mot his 
h, as the- 8on af ' the; maſt 
and Jearhortality- were his 


ndonbeed Right; vet, as the Gurriy far finful 


Men, Tribulation and ern were: bie, — 
Pumifkument 


Puls 8 nat the fealt Divognlion: 60 


the! traa{cendent Excellency of CRU. It epſts 
not the leaſt Stain on the aaſponed: Sanflaty, ei- 


ther of his Nature, or his Lie. To bear Sin, 


FO a wokuntary. Surdy, is infinitely diſſerant _ 
committing it, as an azfual Tranſgreſſur. 


ſay that CHRIST was ipunithed for — 


wy of bis own, would be falſe, impious, and 


* 1 


„ * * 3 " 
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horrid: To. ſay,, that, he was charged with aur 
Guilt, and, enduzed, the Pumſhment dne to ur 
Sins,,. is ſo far from being ne his Dig 
nity, that it pays tha the rae Honguc to hs 
mediatorial Seki [t pays him, the Ho- 
nour. of the. higheſt nce _ his Pather's 
Will—— The. ; peſt Humiliation of his own 
illuſtrious . the moſt wens Be: | 


denen en enen, 
Bur be the Pact erlag 88 6 It may; 


| Caiaphas. had a Reſerve. which, be knew; weuld 


do the Puboaſe, He, 17 him by Gop,.tq 
tell him, if he were the CHRIST T IxsUs Knew big 
Deſign to be an Inquiſition of Death, not of Piety 
or 9 9 3; yet: becauſe his Hour was now 
come, he openly affirmed it, without any Expe- 
2 15 Flude the high Prieſt s Malice, or ta 


te Fan 55 255 living Gon. And this, e 
ing to the Besten which had been laid, then 
called Blaſyhemy 5, „ and condemned him 25 gt 
of Death z and as far ax they had Power, imme» 
diately infli ed.itz, for they beat him with tha 
Palms. of their E ſpit upon bim, and abuſed 


him beyond theLicence af enraged Lyrants. Then 


it was ths SOOT 1 rent 1 The 


15 $ ; : . : Veil 
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Veil of the Temple was rent when the Paſſ jon 
was finiſhed ; the Clothes of the High. Prieſt at 
the Beginning of it. And as that ſignified the 


departip 8 of the Synagogue, and laying Religion 


open; ſo did the rehding of the Garments of 


Caiapbas, prophetically ſignify, that the Prieſt- 
hood ſhould be rent from him and from [the | 


Nation 


ALTHOUGH, * PIE Th ime of is being 10 the 
Houſe of Aae till the Council met, they had 
uſed him with ſtudied Indignities, yet now they 
renewed and doubled their Unmereifulneſs and 


their Injuſtice to ſo great a Height, that theit 


Injuries muſt have been greater than his Patience, 
if his Patience had been leſs than Infinite. And 
thus Man's Redemption grows up, as the Load 


wells, which the Lonxb Jesvs b bore for us, For 
theſe were our Portion ; and we, Having turned 
the Flowers of Patadiſe into Thiſtles, ſhould 


ſor ever have felt their 1 nfelicity, had not Jzsvs 


paid the Debt. But he, bearing them upon his 


tender Body, with an even, holy Spirit, offered 
up theſe Beginnings « of Sufferings to his * 
10 obtain Pardon, even for them chat Wes 
ot ee „re wy 17855 . 5 | 
a e 1 e nnn 
I paſs over ſeveral Pater ela i is 
what preceded our 'Logy's firſt Agonies, till 


his bloody Exit, and attend Hig to the moſt re- | 


markable. Ni 

"FROM Anna: they le im to Flite 18305 
meek as a Lamb, and as 1855 before. the Shear- 
ar, ened not his Mouth ; infomuch that Pilate 


wondered, perceiving the greateſt Innocence 1 


the Man, by not offering to excuſe or leſſen any 
Thing which the Chiet Prieſts alledged again 


bim: For, though Plate had Power to n, 
| im, 


reer 
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him, or to crucify him, yet his Contempt of 
Death, was in juſt Proportion to his Innocence; 
which alſo Pilate concealed not; but publiſhed 
Jes vs*s Innocence by Herod's and his own Sen- 
tence, to the great Regret of the Rulers ; who, 
like ravening Wolves, thirſted fer a Draught 
of Blood, and to devour the Morning Prey. Pi- 
late, endeavouring by all the Ways he could de- 
viſe, to acquit Ixs us of Puniſtiment, and himſelf 
of Guilt, offered to-ſcourge him and let him go, 
hoping that a leſſer Draught of Blood might 
ſtop the Furies and Rapidneſs of their Paſſion, 
without their burſting with a River of this beſt 
and vital Liquor! But | theſe Leeches would not 


ſo let go z they cry out, Crucify bim Crucify bim { 


- 


| His Blood be on us, and on our Children! 


Ap now was the holy Lamb to bleed! When 


Pilate faw they were ſet upon e his Life, 


which this Roman Judge pronounced innocent, 
he delivered him, firſt to be ſcourged; which 
the Soldiers executed with 'Viglence, and unre- 
lentipg Fury. They lead him 10 a Pillar, and 
bind him faſt, and ſcourge him with Whips! 
A Puniſhment that Slaves only did uſe to ſuffer, 
(Free Perſons being, in certain Caſes, beaten with” 
Rods or Clubs) that they might add a new Scotn to 
his Afflictions, and make his Sorrows, like our Cult, 
vaſt and'\mountainous. 55 
Tux open his virginal Body to Naked- 
neſs! and tear his tender Fleſh, till the Pave= 


ment was purpled with a Shower of holy Blood! 


It is reported in Eccleſiaſtical Story, of two 
holy Virgins and Martyrs, who were ſtripped; 
and leading naked to Execution. 'GoDp, pitying 
their great Shame and Trouble, to have their 
Nakedneſs diſcovered, made for them a Veil of 
Light, and ſent them to a modeſt and deſited 
1 85 | "FOAM Death 


Auch then Filaſe bray e 


__, baxcd ta ſee a Man profperoyy, and aue 
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Death But our desreſt Lon p, who choſe all 


Sorts; of; Shame. and: Confuſion; ;, that, by. 4 Ful- 
neſs of Suffering; he might expiate, his Father's 


Anger, and that he might canſecrate, to our Sub | 


ſeuance, all Kind; of Affrents and Paſhon, under: 
went the Shame of Nakedneſs at the "Time of 
his Scqurging | ſuffering himſelf to be diveſted of 


his Robes, hat: we might he clathed with the 


Ganments he: put off. For therefore he took 
upon him the State of ſianing Adam, and became 
naked, that we might firſt be clothed. with, Rig: 
teouſpeſa, and then with Immortality. 

Ari they had ſecurged him, without Remorſe, 


they oed bios with Purple, and crowned, bum 


with T Bernt, and put. 2 Reed, ip, his Hand, for z 
Scepter, and; bowed. the Knee hefore him, and 


_ faluted hin in dats? with, a» Hail. King of the 


Nur! They buffetted bim ang (pit e 
dua fad; dpectacle > the; People, baping. this 
might move thera ta Co on, *ha. ever 
Aways 
qubled whe datos didn in, Miſber.... 4 a 
Bun the Earth, which. waz curled fon 4 
Sale, and was lde with T hard and. E 
produced the full Harveſt of them, and. f 


cond Adem gathered them all, and — Salad 


of them, as Enſigns of his ViQary,, which he 
vias/ na in purſult of, age din, F Devi the 
Grave, an a Hell, alſq may mak e Qur 


Thasus of A Hi Sans, which. are in thewſelvez 


painfub and deloroys. tt be 3 Crow, if we bear 


| them patiently, and unte them te Cyn197's Pap 


fan, and offer them to his Honour, and bear 
them in his Cauſe, and rejoce in them for hig 


Sale. Andi indeed, after ſuch a Grove of Thorns, 
_ growing upon the Head of our deateſt Lon N, Fol 
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ſee arty bf CurIor's Members, -foft,:delickte,and 


| effeminate, . is the greateſt lndecency, next to 


this of ſeeing che Few 'ufe the King rey 


with the greateſt Reproach ani unfarmy. 
Bor Nothing prevailing, nor the Innocence of . 


99, nor his Iamvunity from che Sentence of 


rd, nor the Induſtry and Diligence of Pelate, 


nor the Miſety nor the Sight of the afſlicted 
Lamb df "Gov ; at laſt (for G op decreed to 
permit it, and Cuxts'r'to ſuffer it) 3 
tener vf Death upon him, having firſt waſhed 
his Hands; of which Gn ſerved his End, to 
declare the Innocenee of his Son; of which, in 
this Whole Proceſs, he was moſt curious, and 
fulfered not the leaſt Probabllicy -of Blame to 
adhere to him. 

AD now the Sentenee ef Deich being W- 
nounced, and being ready to be put — ek 
the Solckers pelle off the Robe of Mock 
the ſcarlet Mantle, which 4n Feſt they had put 
pon” him, and put on his om Garnients. But, 


| & Oe Ufer des, we Tvmpelilt menttaned nor 


that they took off the Crown of Thorns. What 
5 5 ſetve their Intereſt, they purſue, but no- 
ching of Rerminon or Mefey:to the dfflicted-Son 

of Man. But ſb it became the King ' of Suffer- 
dings, not to lay aſide his Imperial Thorns, till 
they were changed into Diadems of Glor) 
Axp Ww the Sofdiers, having framed-a Crofs, 
fad and heavy, laid it 1 K. Jesus Shoulders 
(who, Tike Haar, bote the Wood: with which he 
was to be ſacrificed *himnfelf') aud chey drive him 
out to Crucifixion, who'was 'ſcatce able to ſtant 
under that Load: See um led forth to be ſlain l 


as Au 


8 


4 -* in four 9's 


A; gay SpeQacle!' to Tatisfy impious Eyes, 'wha, 
Hm obſerves, ion ok not 1 behind, but 
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46 The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 
attended upon the Executioner, to ſee the Ca- 
taſtrophe of this bloody Tragedy! 
Bor when Faith looks on, it beholds a glori- 
ous Myſtery 1 Sin laughs to ſee the King of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and the great Lover of Souls, 
inſtead of. the Scepter of Tis Kingdom, to bear 


2 Tree of Curſing and Shame. But Piety wept 


Tears of Pity, and knew they would melt into 
Joy, when ſhe: ſhould behold that Croſs, which 
loaded the Shoulders of her Logp, afterwards ſit 
upon the Scepters, and be engraved and dignified 


upon the Forehead of Kings. | 
_ BEenoLD, ö he bears his Croſs! St. Cyprian 


affirms, that our Lox p did ſtick to the Wood he 
carried, being galled with the Irons at his Heels, 
and nailed, even before his Crucifixion ;. ac- 
cording to a Circuniſtanee of Puniſhing, not un- 
uſual in that Kind of Death, to Malefactors. 
His bearing his Croſs, and the other Accidents 
of his Journey to Execution, and their Malice, 
ſo cruſhed his wounded, tender, virginal Body, 
that they were forced to lay the Load upon a 


 Cyrenian; fearing, that he ſhould die, with leſs 


Shame and Smart, than they intended him, But 
ſo he was pleaſed to take Man into his Aid, not 
only to repreſent. his own Need, and the Dolo- 
rouſneſs of his Paſſion, but to conſign the Duty 


unto Man, that we muſt enter into a Fellowſhip 


with CRHRIST's Sufferings, taking up our Croſs, 
of | whatſoever Kind it be; ens, | 
being patient under Affliction, loving them that 
hate us, and being Benefactors to our Enemies; 


ahſtaining from ſenſual and intemperate Delights, 
forbidding to ourſelves even lawful Feſtivities, 
and Recreations of our Wearineſs, when we 


have an End of. the Spirit to ſerve upon the 
Ruins of the Body's Strength : Mortifying out 
WM IT Deſires, 
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Deſires, - breaking our own w ill, not ſeeking 
eurſelves, being wholly reſigned to Gop. Theſe 
are the Croſſes and the Nails, and the Spear, and 
the Whip, and all the e of CHRIST" ; 
Paſſion. ' | 


Wuo can now ſee our Lord all covered over 


with Wounds, and afflicted with Perſecutions, 


and Sufferings of all Kinds, and not embrace 


them, and love and deſire them] Who can ſee, 
though but a very little Glimpſe of that Glory 
which he gives to ſuch as ſerve him, and not 
know, that all we can poſſibly do or ſuffer here, 
is nothing, ſince we hope and look for ſuch high 
and glorious. Things! How can he who ſees 
ſomething of the Torments which the Damned 
ſuffer in Hell, chuſe but. eſteem all the Sufferings 


| of: this Life to be Delights, in Compariſon of 


thoſe others? ? And hom can, he chuſe but know 
the great Obligations he 19 to our Lon, for 
having delivered him ſo en tren the e o 


eternal Woe? 


Ix is a Shame, we we may ply Is, to our- 
ſelves 3 and if it were poſſible opp Souls to. be. 
aſhamed. i in Heaven, we "ould be juſtly aſhamed 
more than many others, that we ſhould deſire 
and look for ſuch great Bleſſings, and Deſi ghts, 
and: Glory infinite, all at the Coſt of the — — 
Jesvs, and not weep, at leaſt over him, with 
the. Daughters of Feruſalem, nor help him to 
carry the Cxoſs with Simon of rene! O how - 
can we ever think of coming to enjoy, by the 
Way of Pleaſures and Paſtimes, that which he 


purchaſed for us with the Expence of much Blood? | 


This can never be. Or how can we think, by 
our aſpiring to vain Honours, to be able to remedy 
chat Contempt and Seorn, which he endu mn? for 
m we might reign for N with him This 


Eten dp upon the! Tree,” thou Ursweſt and 
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is unlikely. No, no: We take u wrong:Courſe, 


48 


We fall never reach our Journey'sEnc'by ſuch 


am erroneous Way. 

OE ED ere whiterthawSnow, brigh- 
ter than the Sky l. purer than the Sun! How is thy 
Face disfigure with 'Grief ! How do tune Eyes 
tanguiſh'! Ts this the Face that was the Perfection 
of Beauty; the Defire of Nations; Which ſo 
many Prophets and righꝛeous Men have deſired 


to ſee ! Is this the Face that Hbrubum fonged to 
Y behold, and the Patriarchs were ambitious to 


baye aView of Pls this the mighty Bridegroom of 


N Ohebtch, who was once transfigured en the 
holy Mount, and his Pace did ſhine as the Sun, 
8 pied his- ＋ 7 7 became White as the Light. 
Is khis he 
and Cu; and eaſt ſuch à Seent, that the 


Gurments ſmell of Myrrh, Alo, 


Davgtiter öf Tyre came Wich 4 Gift, and the 
Rich atnong the People, ingrested his Faupor! 
Wes, tis thou my Loxb, my Leve, myerucified 


Still thou art lovely to thoſe who ſee farther than 


the Outſſle! Still Goo art the 3 aof che whole 
arti, the Light of the: Song ef 
en O mhinite; deppen — 


imvieeſt all Men ume thee! 7 Thou preacheſt on 


the Croſßs, and thy ver trons are Sermom 

to the *Children of Men! Thy Bled -trick- 

ling down, is an Erhortstion to Repentance. 
Siaofely it is gol for me to Mhere te Thee, a0 
to. count it Dedth the ſeparated fftom Phee ! 


- 1On'!-whither Mill 1. go, Hut to Thee! Tho | 
bat ebe Words of eternal Effe! eu art that 
I6fty Cedar, whoſe Boughs overſpread the be- 


| KevingWoltd, Order te Shave of chat Thee 
N r Fes Lexves are for che hes ing ef the 
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Nations. I will: be glad in the LORD, and re- 
joice in my bleſſed Ixsus. Let the World deſ. 
piſe thee ; I cannot but honour thee; while great 
Men paſs by_ thee and regard thee not ; I that 
am poor and needy, will wait to be refreſhed by 
thee. O, where can ſuch an Object be found? 
How lovely does he look in Tears, reſplendent 
in his Blood, amiable in his Wounds! _ 
Jzsvs was led out of the Gate of Feruſalem, 
to that he might become a Sacrifice for Perſons 


S8 A 7 3 


A great and mixed Multitude followed him: But 
the Women wept with bitter Exclamations; and 
their Sadneſs was encreaſed, by the ſad Prediction 


the Time ſball come, that Men ſhall. ſay, Bleſſed. 
are the Barren tbat never bare, and the Paps that 
never gave Suck, For they ſhall call on the Hills 
to cover them, and on the Mountains to fall upon 


the Horror of a thouſand Deathss 


Wren" Ixsus came to Colgotba, a: Place in 

the Mount of Calvary, a Hill of Death and of 
dead Men's Bones, polluted and impure, (where, 
according to the Tradition of the Antients, Adam 
was buried, and where Abrabam made an Altar 
for the Sacrifice of his Son) by the Piety of his 


3 
* 


SS ASN 20 


Women who uſed to miniſter, to him, there; was 
provided Wine mingled with Myrrh which 
among the Eaſtern Nations, is an excellent and 


dulgence of the Nations, uſed to adminiſter to 
condemned Perſons. hw Tesvs; who by a volun- 


s 


without the Jevoiſb Pale, even for all the World. 


4 — — — — » - 
— 


Irsus then made of their future Miſery, ſaying, 
Ye Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not for me, but 
weep for yourſelves,” and for your Children. For 


them, that, by a ſudden» Rum, they may eſcape 
the lingering Calamities of Famine, and Fear, and 


Diſciples, and, it is probable of thoſe good 


pleaſant Mixture, and ſuch as the Piety. and: In- 


tary. 
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with Robes, and the whole Globe with the Ca. 
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tary Suſception, did chuſe to ſuffer our Pains, 
refuſed that Refreſhment, which the Piety of the 
"ph preſented him. 55 
AND now behold Him ſtript naked; who 
clotehs the Fields with Flowers, “ the World 


: NOPy 


The following Reflections, of the ingenious and ſublime 
Jarvey, on the Paſſion Flower, ſeem , ſuited to this Sub- 
Je&, and will not be unacceptable to ſome Readers. | 
IAV read, in profane Authors, of Flowers inſcribed 
with the Name ot Kings: But here is one, emblazoned | 
with the Marks of the bleeding Prince of Life. I read, in the 
inſpired Writings, of Apeſtolic Men-; Who bore about in their 
Bodies the Dying of the Lo xD JESUS: But here is a blooming 
Religioſo, that carries apparent Memorials, of the ſame tremen- 
dous and fatal Cataſtrophe, <=Who would have expected to 
find ſuch a Tragedy of Woe, exhibited in a Collection of the 
moſt delicate Delights? Or to. ſee Calvary's horrid Scene, 
-pourtrayed on the ſofteſt Qrnaments of the Garden ?—ls Na- 
ture then actuated by the noble Ambition, of paying Cæmm. 
morative Honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is ſhe kind) 
officious to remind forgetful Mortals, of that Miracle of 
Mercy; which it is their Duty to contemplate, and their 
Happineſs to believe? —0Or, is a ſpoertive Imagination my 
Interpreter; and all the ſuppoſed Reſemblance, no more than: 
precarious Glaſs of Fancy ? Be it ſo: yet even Fancy has her 
Merit when ſhe ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing Imagery, the cuu- 
cified Ixsus, nor ſhould I refuſe a willing Regard to Imagins- 
tion herſelf, when ſhe' employs her creative Powers to revive 
the Senſe of ſuch unparalelled Love, and prompt my Grati- 
tude to ſo'divine'a Friend. mY o 
„Ta ſpiral Tendril, ariſing from the Bottom of the Stalk; 
is it a Repreſentation of the Scourge, which laſhed the Redeem- 
er's unſpotted Fleſh ; and inflicted thoſe Stripes, by which our 
Souls are healed? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, which bound 
bis Hands, in painful ignominious Confinement : thoſe benef- 
cial Hands, which were inceſſantly ſtretched out, to unlooſe 
the heavy Burdens, and to impart Bleſſings of every choice 
Kind2—Behold the Nails which were drenched in bis facred 
Veins,” and riveted his Feet to the accurſed Tree! Thoſe 


Iteaut i ful Feet, which always went about doing good; and tra- 
velled fa- and near, to ſpread the glad Tidings of ever aſting 
Salvation. —See the Hammer, ponderous and maſſy, that drove 
the rugged Irons through the racked Nerves; that forced a 
Paſlage for thoſe dreadful Wedges, between the diſlocated 
enn gene Bog euw Home 
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nopy of Heaven; and ſo dreſt, that now every 
Circumſtance was a Triumph. By his Diſgrace. 
he trampled upon our Pride; by his Poverty and 


Nakedneſs, he triumphed over our Covetouſneſs, 
and Love of Riches; and by his Pains chaſtiſed 


the Delicacies of our Fleſh, and broke in Pieces 


the Fetters of Concupiſcence. 1 | 
As ſoon as Adam was clothed he quitted Pa- 


| radiſe, and J=sUs was made naked, that he 


Bones: View the Thorns, which incircled our royal Maſter's 
Brows, and ſhot their keen afflictive Points into his bleſſed 
Head: that Head which was ever meditating Peace to poor 
Sinners: and ſpent many a wakeful Night, in ardent Prayer 
for their Happineſs. O the Smart! the fiercely throbbing 
Smart ! when, inſtead of the triumphal Laurel, or the odo- 
riferous Garland, that pungent and rugged Wreath, was planted - 
on the meek MxSsSIAH's err When rude and barbarous 


| Blows of the ſtrong Eaſtern Cane, ſtruack the prickly Crown, 


and fixed every Thorn deep in his tender Temples. —Obſerve 


the Glory, delineated in Rays of imperial Purple. But ah! how 


incapable are Threads, though ſpun by Summer's fineſt Hand 
though dyed in Snows, or dipped in Heaven, to diſplay the 
immaculate Excellency of his Hurnan, or the ineffabte Majeſty 
of his Divine Nature! Compared with theſe ſublime Perfec- 
tions, the moſt vi vid Aſſemblage of Colours, fades into an un- 
meaning Flatneſs; the moſt charming Effects of Light and 
Shade, are not only mere Daubings, but an abſolute Blank. _- 
* AMoNG all the Beauties that ſhine in ſunny Robes, and ſip 
the Silver Dews; this, I think, has the noble Import, if not 
the finefl Preſence. Were they all to paſs in Review, and expect 


the Arvard of Superiority from my Deciſion; I ſhould not heſi- 


tate a Moment. Be the Prize aſſigned to this amiable Candi- 


date, which has ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, and fo highly dig- 


nified herſelf, by, bearing ſuch a remarkable Reſemblance 
to The Righteous Branch, the Plant of Renown. —_While others 
appoint it a Place in the Parterre ; I would tranſplant the Paſ- 
ſion Flower, or rather transfer its ſacred Significancy to my 
Heart. There let it bloom, both in Summer and in Winter; 
bloom in, the moſt impreſſive Characters, and with a unde- 
caying Luſtre : That I alſo may wear --- wear on my very 
Soul, the Traces of ImmanvuEL;. pierced for my Sins, and 
bruiſed for my Tranſgreſſions. That I alſo may be crucified 
with CurisT; at leaſt in penitengial Remorſe and affectio- 
nate Sympathy. That I may know tbe Felleww/bip of bis Suffer- 
ings; and feel all my evil Affections wounded by his Agonies, 
morti fed by his Deatng. 1 — 


C 2 might 


paſs through the Regions of Duty and Divine 


tal and glorious Eſtate. 


extended ! Behold they pierce his Hands, and hi; | 


Draw the dire Steel—Ah no !---The dreadful 
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the Body of our 1 | which reſted upon No- 
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might bring us in again. We alſo muſt be Uef 
poiled of our exterior Adherences, that we ma 


Love, to a Society of bleſſed Spirits, an 1mmor. 


ts bel Ho: wide for: Natl 
Here ſtop, O my Soul, and fee thy meek 82. 
viour laid upon his Back, with Arms and Legs 


Feet, and faſten him .in Torments to the Tree! 
See him lifted up! O Heavens! What a Sight! 


The Skies he form'd; and now he bleeds for 
MET. 
But bleeds the Balm 1 want—yet ſtill bs bleeds! 


Bleſling ! 
What Heart, or can ſuſtain, or dares forego ? ? 
There hangs all human Hope; that Nail ſupports 
Qur falling Univerſe : that gone, we drop; * 


"Horror receives us, and the diſmal Wiſh 4 
Creation had been ſmother'd in her Birth— _— 7 


Darkneſs his Curtain, and his Bed-the Duſt ; 
When Stars and Sun are Duſt beneath his Throne! 


In Heav'n itſelf can ſuch Indulgence dwell ? 


O what a Groan was there! A Groan not His. 
He ſeiz'd our dreadful Right; the Load ſuſtainꝰd; 
And heav'd the Mountain from a guilty World. 


A thouſand Worlds 8/7 bought, were —_ too e. 


dear. 
Senſations new in Angels Boſoms riſe; ' | 7 
Suſpend their Song; 3 and make a Pauſe i in Bliſs !* 5 


Tukv fixed 1 N in 8 Ground, IP 9 
with its Fall into the Place of its Station, gave H 
infinite Torture, by ſo violent a Concuſſion of 0 
thing 


* Night 8 No, IV. 


The CRUCIFIED JESUS. 33 
thing but four great Wounds ! where he was de- 
figned to fuffer a long and lingering Torment. 

 CRUCIFIXION,. as it was of piercing Pain, 
ſharp and. paſſionate; ſo it was not of quick Ef 
fe, towards taking away the Life. St. Andrew 
is ſaid to have been two whole Days upon the 
Croſs : And ſome Martyrs have upon the Croſs, 
been rather ſtarved and devoured with Birds, 
than killed with the proper Torment of the 
Tree. But Jesus took all his Paſſion by volun- 
tary Suſception, Gop heightning it to great De- 
grees of Torment ſupernaturally ; and he laid 
down bis Life voluntarily, when his Father's 
' Wrath was totally appeaſed towards Mankind. 
Our deareſt Loxp ſuffered the whole Condition 
of Humanity; Sin only excepted; and freed us 
from Hell, with ſuffering thofe ſad Pains, and 
merited Heaven for his own Humanity, as the 
Head of all faithful People, as the Members of 
his myſtical Body. LSE Ives F 
Bor who can deſcribe, who. can conceive the mn 
Torments and Agonies of the Sou! and Body of 1 
Jes us, in that Seaſon | 4 5 | | _ 


He ſuffers bath from Man and Gov! 
He bears the. univerſal Load, =; 


Of Guilt and Miſery ! OE? z i 


"Tr was now the infinitely righteous Gop, expreſ- = 
fed, fully expreſſed his Diſpleaſure at the Deluge a 
of Iniquities which had overſpread the human 

Race, when Jesvs bare them in his own Body 

upon the Tree. Now he felt the painful Senſa- 7 

tion of their horrid Evil, and of that tremen- 
dous Indignation which they deſerved. And from 
hence, it is eaſy to account for the Conſternation 
of Jesus in the Garden, and that lamentable - 
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Cry on the Croſs. It is not to be wondered, that 
his Heart, though endued with. invincible Forti- 
tude, ſhould become like melting Wax. For, 


who knoweth the power of that Wrath, at which 
the Pillars of Heaven tremble? Job 26. x11. 


THE Vinegar and the Gall, which they gave | 


him to drink, were not half ſo bitter, as the Cup 
of his Father's Wrath. Yet, for our ſakes he 
drank it off to the very Dregs. The Nails that 

ierced his Hands, and the Spear that cleft his 
ys, were not half ſo ſharp, as the Frowns of 


his Eternal Father's Countenance ; which, for our 


Sakes, he patiently ſubmitted to bear. He was 
Tent with Wounds, and racked with Pain! His 
Bones were diſlocated, and his Nerves convulſed 
A thouſand thorny Daggers were planted in his 


Temples, and Life flowed out at ten thouſand 


guſhing Veins. Yet this, all this was gentle, 
was lenient, in Comparifon of thoſe inexpreſſible 
Agonies, which penetrated his very Soul. „The 
former, fetched not a ſingle Complaint from his 
Mouth: the latter, wrung from his breaking Heart 
that paſſionate Exclamation, enough to rend a 
Heartof Flint; My Gop ! My Gop ! Why haſt thou 
forſaken me ? Aſtoniſhing Words! Surely a Diſtreſs 
beyond all Imagination grievous uttered them: 


A iigbi of Woe, more than ten Worlds could bear] 


SURELY the Vengeance,' not of Men, but of 
Heaven itſelf extorted them. Every Syllable of 
which ſpeaks, what the mourning Prophet de- 
ſcribes; 1s it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? 


4+ Behold and ſee! if tbere be any Sorrow like unto 
my Sorrow, wherewith the-LorD hath afflifted 


me, in the Day of his fierce Anger. Lam. 1. 12 


HERE then behold the Prieſt and the Sacrifice 


ol all the World, laid upon the Altar of the Croſs, 
| bleed- 


— 
— 
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bleeding, tortured, and dying to reconcile his 
Father to us. Here) is our whole Puniſhment en- 
dured; the Shame of the Croſs, and the Sorrows of 
Death, the Suſpenſion of the Almighty% Favour, 
and the terrible Senſations of his Wrath. And in 
the Eſtimate of divine Juſtice, and in Point of 
penal Satisfaction, they were equivalent to our 
endleſs Puniſhment. The divine Nature of our 
SaviouR, communicated its enobling Influence 
to every Tear he ſhed, to every Sigh he heaved, 
and every Pang he felt. This renders his Suffer- 
ings a perfect and ye Satisfaction. 

Jesvs, on the Croſs, is the High-Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion: And he was arrayed with Orniments, 
more glorious than the Robes of Aaron. The 
Crown of Thorns was his Mitre; the Cross his 
paſtoral Staff; the Nails piercing his Hands, were 
inſtead of Rings, the antient Ornaments of Prieſts ; 
and his Fleſh razed and chequer'd with Blue and 
Blood, inſtead of the Parti- coloured Robe. 

Ix the Midſt of two Thieves, the holy Jesvs 
hung three long Hours, clothed with Pain, Agony 
and Diſhonour; all of them fo eminent and vaſt, 
that, he who could not but hope, whoſe Soul was 
encloſed with Divinity, and dwelt in the Boſom of 
God, yet had a Cloud of Miſery, ſo thick and 
black drawn before him, that he complains, if 
Go had forfaken him. 

Bor this was the Pillar of a Cloud Which con- 
duQts Iſrael into Canaan: And as Gop, behind 
the Cloud, ſupported the holy Jesvs, and ſtood 
ready to receive him into the Union of his Glo- 
ries, ſo his Sou in that great Deſertion, had in- 
ternal Comforts, mingled with his Sorrows; pro- 
ceeding partly from Confideration of all thoſe, 
who ſhould be adopted into the Fellowſhip of his 
Sufferings, who ſhould imitate his Graces, and 


C4 par- 
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participate of his Glories. We follow this Cloud « 7 


to our heavenly Country, having ChRISTH for MW His 
our Guide. He trod the Way, leaning upon the Lift 
Croſs, which, like the Staff of Egypt, pierced his Anc 
Hands; yet it is to us a Comfort and Support, I WI 
pleaſant to our Spirits as the ſweeteſt Canes, ſtrong Ib 
as the Pillars of the Earth, and made fit for our Th 
Uſe, by having been born and made ſmooth, by He: 
the Hands of our elder Brother. | 5 An 
Bx the Croſs of CHRIS TH food the holy Vir- Po\ 
gin Mother, upon whom old Simeon's Prophecy 3 
was now verified. For now ſhe felt a Sword paſ- to 


ſing through her very Soul ! She ſtood without 
Clamour or womanith . Noiſe, Tad, filent, and 
with-a modeſt Grief, deep as the Waters of the 
great Abyſs, but ſmooth as the Face of a Pool; ed 


EY full of Lovet Patience, Sorrow, and Hope. She 5 
paſſed from the Griefs of the Paſſion, to the Ex- P 
''« peQation of the Reſurrection; and ſhe reſted in " 
his Death, as in a ſad Remedy: For ſhe knew it 
. reconciled Gop with all the World. Her Hope M 
drew a Veil before her Sorrow; and though her 
Grief was great, enough to ſwell her up, yet her -W 
Love was greater, and did ſwallow up her Grief. H. 
Bor the Sun alſo had a Veil upon his Face, 7 Uh 
| | and taught us to draw a Curtain before the Paſ- H 
ſion, which would be the moſt effectual Expreſ- 5 
ſion of its Greatneſs; whilſt by Silence and Won- A 
der, we confeſs it great beyond our Expreſſion : 1 
Or, which is all one, great as the Burden and 2 
Bghaſeneſs of our Sins. And with this Veil, drawn Bhi 
= before the Face of JIxs us, let us ſuppoſe him at | b 
the Gates of Paradiſe, calling with his laſt Words, C 
| in a loud Voice, to have them opened, that be 
King of Glory may come in. 15 


6 The 


« The King of Glory, He who left 

His Throne of Glory for the Pang of Death: 

Lift up your Heads, ye everlaſting Gates! 

And give the King of Glory to come in. 

Who is the King of Glory? He who flew | 
The rav'nous Foe, that gorg'd all human Race! 
The King of Glory, He, whoſe Glory fill'd 
Heav'n with Amazement at his Love to Man; 
And with Divine Complacency behold : 
Pow'rs moſt illumin'd, wilder'd in the Theme.” * 


As ſoon as the Logp had given up his Spirit in- 


to the Hands of Gop, the Veil of the Temple was 
rent. The Angels, Guardians of the Place, de- 


ſerted it. The Rites of —_ were laid open, 


and the Incloſures of the Tabernacle were diſpart- 


ed. The Earth trembled, and the Graves were 
opened! Such was the Load of human Guilt! 


* It bow'd his bleſſed Head; overwhelm'd his 


Croſs; . 7 


Made groan the Centre; burſt Earth's marble. 


Womb, 14 


With Pangs, ſtrange Pangs deliver'd of her Dead. 


Hell howl'd ;. and Heav'n that Hour let fall a Tear; 
Heav'n wept, that Man might ſmile! : 
Heav'n bled, that Man might never die!“ F 


TAE old World, and the old Religion, were ſs 
ſhaken towards the firſt Chaos, that if Gop had 


not ſupported the one, and reſerved the other, for. 


an honourable: Burial, the Earth had now ceaſed 
to ſupport her Children, and the Synagogue had 
been thrown out, to an inglorious F.xpoſition and 
Contempt. LY 5 
Bur yet. in thoſe ſymbols, they were changed 


from their firſt Condition, and pailed into a w_ 12 


* No. IV. - + bb. 
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They paſſed into another Kingdom or State, under 


ſion, ſmote their Breaſts, and returned and con- 


WVBEEN the Soldiers obſerved that Jesus was 
dead, out of Spite, and impotent, ineffective Ma- 


with Water and Blood! ſtreaming forth to refreſh 


1 
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Dominion. In this Reſpect, old Things are paſſed 
away, and all Things are become new. The Earth 
and the Heavens, were reckoned a new Creation : 


CHRIST our LoRD. And altho* the Heart of the 
Prieſt rent not, even then when Rocks did tear in 
Pieces, yet many of the People who ſaw the Paſ- 


feſſed CHRIST. 


lice, one of them pierced his holy Side with a 
Spear ! and the Rock being ſmitten, it guſhed out 


his Church, and opening a Gate, that all his Bre- Th 

thren might enter in, and dwell for ever in the EE 

Heart of Gov. 5 FN . 
Yes, ſo great was the Love of our LORD, that 

he ſuffered his Heart to be opened, to ſhew it! ed 

That, as Eve was formed from the Side of Adam, 


| | I 
ſo was the Church to be formed from the Side of 4 


her LokD, receiving from thence, Life, and 


n 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment. This he miniſters in great : be 
Abundance. He ſuffered himſelf to be ſo pierced, T 
that all his Blood did ſtream over us, until he 
made the Fountain dry; and reſerved Nothing of * 
that, by which he knew his Church was to live, f 

and move, and have her Being. F 

HE would not have one Drop of his Blood re- v 

main unſhed for the Salvation of Mankind. It is ] 
all for us; he reſerves not the leſt Part of it for Vs 

© a himſelf, O wonderful Transfuſion-of the Blood I 
= ” of Gop, from the Head into the Members; from . 
Huis natural into his myſtical Body; from the Side c 

of JesUus CHRIST, into the Believer's Heart! 

| 


Let Faith and Gratitude, O my Lo xp, continual- 
: ly open my Heart, to receive the quickening 1 


Vir- 
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Virtue of this Blood, which conveys eternal Life 
to us. This living Stream running upon us, 
makes us of the Family of Gop; and the Water 
not only quenches the Fire of Hell, and the 
Flames of Concupiſence; but, together with the 
Blood, purges our Conſcience from dead Works, 
to ſerve in Purity, the living Goo. 

HERE let us ſtop= —and wonder! 
adore! 


| Heav'n's Sov'reign Bleſſings, 2 from ibe 
Croſs, 

Ruſh on us in a Throng and cloſe us round | 

- The Pris ners of amazel _ 

Hail, Heav'n | all-laviſb of ſirange Gifts to Man / 

Thing all the Glory; 3 Man's the boundleſs Bliſs ! 


War a Source of Bleſſings is here! Juſtly 
may we cry out, with the aſtoniſhed and tranſport- 
ed Apoſtle, What fhall we ſay to theſe Things? 

If Gop be for us, (and let his Paſſion ſpeak his 
| Love!) who can be againſt us? He that ſpared. 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall be nit with him alſo freely give us all 
Thing; + 

 GLoRious Propitiation ! And full as complete 
as glorious. Here is the full, perfect, and fuf- 
ficient Sacrifice, for the Sins of the whole World. 
Here we ſee the whole Puniſhment endured which 
was due to our Sins. In the Eſtimate of divine 
Juſtice, and in Point of penal Satisfaction, theſe 
Sufferings were equivalent to our endleſs Puniſn- 
ment. Had they indeed been the Sufferings of 

a mere Man, or of the moſt exalted Angel, they 


could have bore no Proportion to our Demerit. 


It were impoſlible. for a finite Being, to ſuſtain 
the Wrath or oat the Debt. But they 


Were 
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were the Sufferings of the Prince of Heaven, 


and the LoxD of Gioxy ; before whom all Men oui 
are as Duſt, and all Angels as Worms. Was Br 
an infinite Majeſty offended ? An infinite Media. Sir 
tor atoned. Finite Creatures can never make an me 
infinite Satisfaction; no, not through the moſt all 
unlimited Revolution of Ages. Whereas when ou 
our Divine Loxp undertook the Work, being pt 
truly and properly infinite, He finiſhed at once + S be 
that his Sufferings, though temporary, have an O 
All-ſufficiency of Merit and Efficacy. They are, of 


in this Reſpect, parallel; nay, on Account of 
the Infinitude of his Nature, they are more than 
parallel, to an Eternity of our Puniſhment. _ 

Ir was IMMANUEL, it was the incarnate 
Gop, who thus purchaſed the Church, and re- 
deemed Sinners with bis own Blood. The Divi- 
BH nity of our Saviour, communicated its enobling 
Influence to every Tear he ſhed, to every Sigh 
he heaved, and every Pang he felt. This renders 

his Sufferings a perfec, as their vicarious Nature 

renders them a proper Satisfaction. And though 
the Word of Lebanon was not ſufficient to burn, 
ner all the Beaſts thereof ſufficient for a Burnt 
© © Offering; this Sacrifice fully anſwers. the Exi- 
=; | gence of the Caſe. This Sacrifice ſends up an 
ever acceptable Odour to the Skies, and diffuſes 
Its ſweet Perfume through all Generations ; ſuch 
as procures us Peace with Heaven, and revives 
the World. | FF 
HEREBVY are procured, even for the moſt 
_ , unworthy Creatures, all the Benefits of the new 
Covenant, even that which our LokD ſtiles the 
Mew Teſtament in his Blood, Luke 22. 20.—f]s it 
a Privilege to know Gop, the infinitely amiable 
Centre and Source of all Perfection? Is it a moſt 
valuable Endowment, to have his Laws put into 
| | | our 


\ 


— 


be CRUCIFIED JESUS. 61 
our Minds and written on our Hearts? Is it a 
Branch of real Felicity, to have our numberleſs 
Sins forgiven, and not one of our Iniquities re- 
membered any more ? Is it the Compendium of 
all Happineſs, to have Gop for our Portion, and 
our exceeding great Reward ? To be his peculiar 
Treaſure, his loving and beloved People? To 
be aſcertained of our Title to eternal Felicity 
Of all theſe we may ſay, they are the Purchaſe 
of Ix̃MANUETL's Blood. 2 
FuRTHER: Nothing ſpeaks ſuch Terror to 
the Children of Diſobedience, as the bitter Paſ- 
ſion, and accurſed Death of CHRIST. All the 
rhetorical Aggravations of Sin, with regard to its 
loathſome Nature, and execrable Vileneſs ; all 
the Severity of Vengeance, executed on all rebel- 
-lious Angels, or wicked Men; all, are weak 
and inexpreſſive, compared with the dreadful 
Tortures of the bloody Tree! For, if the Lord 
Almighty ſpared not his own Son, when Guilt 
was not found in him, but only imputed to him; 
How much leſs ſhall he ſpare incorrigible Of. 
fenders, who both habitually commit, and obſti- 
nately perſiſt in their daring Impieties ? If, as the 
Apoſtle argues, he that 40% fed Moſes's Law died 
without Mercy; of how much ſorer Puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſball he be thought worthy,who hath tramp- 
led under Foot the Blood of CHRIST, &c. As if he 
had ſaid, Let no one be emboldened to commit a 
Sin, on the Footing of the merciful and benign 
Nature of the Goſpel-Grace, and Diſpenſation, 
as though Heaven looked upon it with more Al- 
| lowance, or leſs Deteſtation than formerly: No; 
let them know, that ſuch an Abuſe of the Blood 
of the Croſs, is the very greateſt Aggravation of 
a Sinner's Guilt, He died to ſave us from, not 
in our Sins. TV 
Aras! 
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 ALas! What can be fo effectual to bieak a 
ſtony, or melt an icy Heart, as theſe doleful Ef- 
fects of Sin! Let us imagine Ourſelves preſent at 
Calvary, and ſtanding by the Croſs. See |! the 


innocent, the amiable, the illuſtrious Saviour, 
. hangs on a Tree! A Tree, torturous as the Rack, 
and 1gnominious as the Gibbet] See l. His Face is 


foul with ſpitting, and his Sides are tore with 


the Scourge. His Veins ſtream with Blood, and 
his Heart is wounded with Anguiſh. There He 
hangs, abandoned by his Friends; reviled and 
inſulted by his Enemies; and forſaken even by 
his God! Can we reflect that Ve, even We, that 
Tbou, O Sinner, wert the Cauſe of this incon- 


ceivable Miſery ; and not feel Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, or Sorrow of Heart? Canſt thou think, 
that for Thee, He bore this amazing Torment, 


and not ſmite thy Breaſt, and be pained at the 


* 


ve Soul ! Eds ** | 
ROM hence likewiſe are deducible the trueſt, 


the ſtrongeſt Motives, to divert the Heart from 
' _ _ every. Idol and Attachment, from every Word _/ 

and Work, diſpleaſing to Gov. Whoſe Indig- 
nation does not riſe againſt the infamous Wretches 
that betrayed, that apprehended the bleſſed Jesus? 
Who is not ready to deteſt thoſe envenomed 
Tongues, which maliciouſly accuſed Him; and 


thoſe barbarous. Hands which ſcourged and cruci- 


fied Him? How then can we cheriſh thoſe. horrid - 


Luſts, which were the principal Actors in this 
deepeſt of Tragedies? How can we careſs, how 


can we entertain, how can we endure thoſe exe- 


crable Iniquities, which were the Betrayers and 
Murderers of the Prince of Life? He bore our 


Sins in bis own Bleeding, agonizing Body on the 
Tree; not that we ſhould continue to repeat 
them, but be incited to abhor them, and induced 


to 


5 
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_ to forſake them: That, in our Practice and our 
Affections, we ſhould not only be averſe, but 
even dead to Sin. 1 Pet. 2. 24. 

In ſhort, Nothing adminiſters ſo powerful an 
Incitement to every heavenly Virtue; and the 
Practice of every good Work; to Benevolence 
to our Fellow Creatures, diſintereſted Charity, 
and univerſal Good-will towards Mankind, as 
this Kindneſs and Love of God our SAVIOUR ; : 
as a lively and appropriating Senſe of this won- 
drous Grace, ſet home by the HoLy GnosrT. 
It procures ſuch a warm Gratitude, and ſuch a a 
Heart-elt Joy, as are far more operative, than 
the moſt awful 'Threatnings, or the moſt cogent 
Reaſonings. In every Reſpect, it is worthy of 
the moſt grateful and adoring Acceptance from 
finful Man; and ſuch as will be had in everlaſt- 
ing Honour, by the Choirs of Saints, and the 
Hoſts of Angels. 

Or xx, G Lord, our Undertianiing to theſe © 
Truths, which are ſo aſtoniſhing, fo intereſting ; 
and cauſe our Hearts to ſubmit themſelves there- 

to with an humble and obedient Love. | 


END OF THE FIRST DrisCOURSE. 
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CRUCIFIED JESUS, &c. 


'D ISCO URSE TRE SE co ND. 
| I: Cor. 15 23, 24. | 


Me preach CHRIST crucified, to the Jews a flum-- 
bling- Block, and ta the Greeks Fooliſhneſs : But 
unto them which are called, both Jewsand Greeks, . 
Cn by ST the Power of GOD, and the Wiſdom of 
GO S + 5 I | 


= courſe on theſe Words, the Subject 
o the Apoſtles? Preaching ; namely, 
| } CHRIST crucified : And endeavoured 
to ſet Him forth, as crucified before our Eyes! 
Such a Subject, and ſuch a Sight! one would 
think ſhould be enough to break the Heart, and 
inflame the Love, at leaſt of every one that 
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66 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
"names the Name ef CHRIST. HE has done enough 
for all Hearts to love Him! and all Tongues 
to confeſs Him | And may well ſay, bat could 
' 1 have done for my Vineyard, that I bave not done? 
True, Lord, What could'ſt thou indeed, have 
done greater, than give thy Life for thine Ene- 


mies] Thou haſt died, the Juſt, for the Unjuſt, 


' to bring us to GOD. 


ANp how do we requite Him, for his Life, 


| his Love, and Blood? In our Baptiſm, it is true, 
we vow Allegiance to Him; we profeſs to enliſt 


under the Banner of his Croſs, and declare open 


War againſt his and our Enemies: We, in Ef- 
fect, declare, This crucified IEs us is our Gop, 


and Him only will we ſerve.” But, alas! no 


fooner are we capable, than our Vows are broken, 
and our Promiſes are rendered vain. Our Lives 

in private, and our Converſation in publick, ſeem 
an entire Inverſion of our Profeſſion: As though, 


inſtead of renouncing the Devil and all his Works, 


the Pomps and Vanities of this ſinful World, &c. 
we had promiſed to forget Gor; to ſerve the 
Devil, love the World, and indulge our Luſts 


to a gainſaying and diſobedient People; to a Seed 


of evil Doers, Children that are Corrupters; 
' who have forſaken the Lorp, have provoked the 


holy One of //rae! to Anger, and gone away back- 


Sunk, they will reverence my Son, ſaid the 


Lon of the Vineyard, mentioned in the Goſpel. 
This was the laſt Expedient, which he could think 


of, to recover his Inheritance, and reduce his 
Rebels to their Duty. But it was to them only 
Matter of. filling up the Meaſure of their Ini- 


and Paſſions, as much as ever we are able. So 
that our Lox D may well complain concerning us, 


All the Day long have I ſtretched out my Hands 


VT oh en fy - jan 


quities, 
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quities. They ſaid, „This is the Heir; come, 
let us kill him, and the Inheritance ſhall be ours. 
And they caſt him out of the Vineyard and flew 
him.“ So did the Feros, for whom the Parable 
referred to was chiefly intended, treat IExsus 
CnrIsT. He was, according to St. Paul, to the 
Jews a ſtumbling Bleek, and to the Greeks Fooliſb- 
neſs. Which Words lead us to the Conſideration 
of the ſecond Particular in the Text, namely, 
The Treatment which the Preaching of Carisr 
crucified meets with in the World, or the Con- 


duc of Men with Reference thereto. It is, faith. 
the Apoſtle, F | 


I. To the Jews a eie a, 
II. To the Greeks Poulifhneſs.. 


5 fall diſcourſe to each of; theſe Particulits; 8 


. Fiss r, To ther Jews 4 Aurabling Block; 
It is well known, that thoſe Names, Fews,. 
and Greeks, were formerly the common Appel- 
lations for Mankind in general: The former, in- 
cluding only the Deſcendents of Abraham, called, 
the Twelve Tribes of I/rael; that is, the Poſte- 
rity of the Twelve Sons of Jacob. Theſe have 
been variouſly named: They are termed Hebrews, . 
from Heber, the Patriarch; (The Name was firſt 
given to Abraham, Gen. xiv. 13.) Iſraelitet, 
from the Patriarch Jacob, who after his wreſt- 
ling and prevailing with the Angel, Gen. 32. had his 
Name changed to Iſrael: They are termed Jews, 
after Judab, the Son of Jacob, by his Wife 
Leah. When ſhe brought him forth, ſhe uttered 
a:HJebrew. Word, ous imports, "This Time 
1 | . 0 I: 


had 


* 1 diſtant Generations. 7 
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Iwill praiſe J=novan, and ſhe called his Name 


Jebudab, which is another Hebrew Word; both 
implying, © I will praiſe the Loxp myſelf, and: 
he and his Poſterity ſhall all praiſe the Lokp 


after me.“ From hence, the whole Poſterity of 


Jacob were called Febudim, Fetus: As if, by 
their very Name, they ſhould be reminded of | 
their Duty to praiſe, the Lokp. Hence, he is 


ſaid to be a true Jew, whoſe Praiſe is of Gop. 


Nom, 2. 29. 

TRE Worſhip of the FIR Gop, was confined, 
for the moſt Part to theſe People. His Divine 
Oracles were committed to their Cuſtody: Of. 
them were the Fathers, and from them was 


lineally deſcended the Meſſiah: To them per- 


tained the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Co- 
venants, and the giving of the Law, and the Ser- 
vice of Gop, and the Promiſes; the true Way 
of ſerving Gop, and all the Promiſes relating to. 


*CHntsr, made to the Fathers. Rom. 9. 


THE Greeks or. Gentiles, on the other Hand, | 


| included: the reſt of Mankind; all who ere. 
-not_Fews. by Birth, or proſelited to the Jewiſh 


Religion. "Theſe. are commonly in the old Tel- 
tament, called by. a Hebrew Word, Golm, that 


is, Nations, or Heut ben,: The Jews are diſtin- 
95 guiſhed from them by another Word, Gnamim, 

which ſignifies le; literally Peoples: As being, 
in a ſpecial Manner, the People of Gop. 


TRHOSE Nations or Gentiles, were * 


6 univerſally profeſſed Idolaters. Several of them 
are famed for Wiſdom and Learning, for deep 
Reſearches and wonderful Diſcoveries in natural 
' Knowledge. Their S yſtems of Natural Religion, 


ſo called, and Philoſophy, have n tranſmitted 


Bu T | 


Bur they were wholly ignorant of the Wor- 
ſhip, of the true Gop. Falſe Deities they had 


without Number, to whom they offered, as welb 


human as other Sacrifices; and for whoſe Wor- 


ſhip, they had numerous Rites and Ceremonies.. 


Not content, with not acknowledging the living 


and true Gop, they rendered to Creatures a 
Worſhip, which. is only due to the Almighty 


Creator: And it is not much to be wondered 


at, that ſince the Heathens worſhipped for their 


Gops, Monfters of Uncleanneſs, and of all kinds 


of Injuſtice, they ſhould give themſelves up to 
the moſt enormous Vices; ad we are told by St. 
Paul they did. * "8 TE 

He deſcribes them in this Manner, Becauſe 
that wwhen they knew Gop, (many of the wiſer 
Heathens did know there is one ſupreme Being, 
the Creator and Preſerver of all Things) they glo- 
rified'bim not as GoD, neither were thankful, but 


became vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh+ 


Heart was darkened, (What a terribie Inſtance 
have we of this, in the Writings of Eucretius ? 
What vain Reaſonings, and how dark a Heart, 
amidit ſo pompous Profeſſions of Wiſdom ! Such 
was the Reaſonings of the Heathen World in- 
general, various, uncertain, fooliſh,”) profeſſing 
tbenſelves to be wiſe, they became Fools, and 
changed the Glory of the incorruptible Gov, into 


an Image made like. to corruptible Man, and to 
Birds and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. 


They changed the Truth of Gop; his true Wor- 


| wa into a Lie; falſe, abominable, idolatrous ; . 
an 


worſhipped, inwardly, and: ſerved outwardly, 
the Creature more than the Creator. Rom. 1. 21, 


25. Such is the Character of the Greek or Gen- 


tile World: Their Puniſhment is recorded in 
the Verſes following, of that Chapter. | 
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Oracles, and bound themſelves, by the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations, to keep his Statutes and Ordinances. 
They received the Sign of Circumciſion, as the 


Token of the Covenant, which Gop made with 


Abrabam, and to be the diſtinguiſhing Mark be- 
tween them and the Gentile World. They were 
enjoined a Number and Variety of Sacrifices and 
Ceremonies, and had a magnificent Temple built 
for them by Soloman, to which the folemn and 
feſtival Worſhip of Gop, was wholly confined 
among them. The moſt privileged and dignified 
Encomiums, are given to their outward State of 
Things, both in the old Teſtament and in the 
New. 1 A 
Pourrxp up with Arrogance and Pride, at their 
ſpecious Outſide, and for having a Law, which 
would indeed have promoted their Glory and 


_  » Happineſs, if they had ſtuck to the true Senſe of 


it; They fancied they had a Right, to hate and de- 
ſpiſe the reſt of Mankind; with whom they agreed 
in no one Point, but in an extream Corruption of 
Manners. They had the moſt ſupercilious Con- 
tempt of the reſt of the World, and treated the 


Gentiles with the utmoſt Indignity, accounting 


them accurſed, and rejected of Gov. . 
Tux Gentiles, on the contrary, multiplied their 
Deities without Number, and made for Objects of 


their Worſhip, the heavenly Bodies, Vegetables, 


yea the moſt deſpicable Reptiles ; and, as we have 


obſerved, Monſters of Uncleanneſs, and of all 
Kind of Impiety. They proftituted the Divinity, - 
to whatever bore the Character of a . 


9, 
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ſufficiently powerful, to procure ſuch Advantages, 


as were ſuperior to the ordinary Capacity of Men, 
St. Paul affirms, The Gods of the Heathen are 
but Devils. They rejected the Writings of Moſes 
and the Prophets, were without an orderly State, 
even of their Idolatrous Worſhip; and in their 
Turn, abhorred and contemned the whole F-wifs 
Nation as ſuperſtitious, ignorant, and in Bon- 
dage. . 
So that the utmoſt Contrariety is „pe | 
between them: They mutually hated and deſpiſed 
each other; uſed the moſt opprobrious T erms 
of Reproach one: for the other; and often carri- 
ed their Hatred and Reſentment to fuch 1 
as proved their mutual Deſtruction. 
NEVERTHELESS, in the Inſtance before us, we 
find both agreed; namely, i in ſettingat Nought the 
Goſpel of CHRIST. JE>vs Crucified, his Perſon, 
Life, Doctrine, Croſs, and Kingdom, were to 
N the one Matter of Offence, and by the other re- 
» WW puted mere Folly; To the Fews a IN 
4 Hock, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. 


4 A Stumbling-block, in common Speech, i is any 
23 Thing that lies in one's Way, which occaſions a 
of T falſe Step, and conſequently a Trip, Stumble, or 
A Fall. In a moral Senſe, it means any Thing in 


he Doctrine, or the Conduct of Perſons, at which 
7 Offence is taken, or on Account of which, Perſons 
turn aſide from a good Way; and fo fall into Sin, 
and Ruin. Thus, we read in the ſixth Chapter 
of St. Jobn's Goſpel, of a Diſcourſe of our 
Lord, at which ſome of his Followers were ſo. 
offended, as from thence to go back, and walk no 
more with him: They ſtumbled at his Doctrine. 
In the 119th Pſalm, it is ſaid, Great Peace 
have they who love 38 Law; Nig ſpall 3 


them 
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ſhall have no Stumbling-block. And, faith our 
Lob, Bleſſed is he, whoſoever ſhall not be offend- 


ed in ME, Matt. 11. 6. Bleſſed, or happy is 


he, whoſoever ſhall not ſtumble or take: Offence 


at CyrrsT's Perſon, Poverty, Doctrine, Igno- 
miny, or Death. To ſtumble, and be offended, in 
_ Scripture Phraſe, mean the ſame Thing. CHRIS T 

cruciſied was this Stumbling- block to the Jets. 


ITE whole Jewiſßh Nation had been long in 


| Expectation of the promifed Meſſiah. Moſes, | 


their T.aw-giver, had foretold their Fathers, that 
of their Brethren, Gop would raiſe up unto them 
a Prophet, like unto him, (Moſes was, in ſeveral 
Reſpects a Tipe of Car1sT: he was a Law-giver, 
Prophet, Prince and Mediator,) whom they 
ſhould hearken to and obey, upon Pain of being 
cut off from being Gop's People, Deut. 18. 
All - the; ſucceeding Prophets ſpoke of. him, 
in like Manner, tho* under different Titles, 
and at different. Periods. To Adam he was pro- 
miſed, under the obſcure Term of the Seed of 


' the Woman; but afterwards, to the Prophets, 


© Amplier, known our SAV1OUR'and our Lor. 


'They encouraged and comforted Iſrael, under their 
molt preſſing Calamities with the aſſured ExpeQa: 


tion of the coming of HIM, of whoſe Govern- 


ment and Peace, there ſbould be no End. 

_ WHATEVER the Prophets had foretold ſhould 
precede his coming, was now fully accompliſhed. 
The Scepter had been for ſome Time departed 


From Judah, and a Law-giver- from between bis 
Feet, Gen. 49. 10. Daniel: Weeks were com- 
pleately ended. The Jewiſh Nation were diſperſed 
and in Bondage: The State of the Univerſe ſeem- 
ed to portend ſome great Event: Heaven and 


* 


Earth 
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Earth conſpired, to render his coming, when he 


came, defirable and neceſſary. 3 
ALL the World did expect that in Fudea ſhould 
be born their Prince. But the incredulous World 
had in their Obſervation, ſlipt by their true Prinee; 
becauſe he. came not in pompous and ſecular 
Illuſtrations, Upon that very, ors Veſpaſian was 
nurſed up in Hope of the n Empire: And 
he was indeared and engaged upon that Fortune 
by the Prophecy, which. however, was never in- 
tended for him by the Prophet., But the Fortune 
of the Roman Monarchy, was not great e 
for this PRINCE, deſigned by the old Prophets, 


And therefore, it was not without the Influence of 
the Divinity, that his Deceſſor, /uguſius,, about 


* 


the Time of CnRTs 's Nativity, rafuſed to be 
called Lon. Poſſibly it Was to entertain tha 


People, with: ſome. Hopes of Neſtitution of their 


Liberties, till he e the Monarchy: with a 
ſtricter and faſter Hold: But the Chriftians were 
apt ta believe, that it was upon the Prophecy of 
2 Sibyl, foretelling the Birth of a greater Prince, 
to wham all the World ſhould pay Adoration; 
and that this Prince, was about that Time. born 


in Fadea. The. Oracle which was dumb to , 


u/tus's Queſtion, who ſhould ſueceed him? Told 


dim unaſked, that an Hebrew Child was bis Lord 
and Ene 24 3 


TakE was now univerſal Peace throughout the 


World. For he that was about to appear, was 


the PRINCE, ar PACE, and come. to r 


' Gop.with. Man, and Man with his Brother; 


and to make, by the Sweetneſs of his Example, 


and the Influence. of a holy Doctrine, ſuch bag- 


PY Recanciliations. between diſagreeing Naiures, 


that the Walf and ibe Lamb. ſbauld lis dawn. toge- 


ber : 
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ther : So it ſeemed good in the Eye of Heaven, 
to declare, not only the Greatneſs, but the Good- 
neſs of the Prince, now born in Judea, the 


Lord of all the World. a, 


- Tas Defire of all Nations, had been long and 


' a gerly expected. The Jesus, whoſe Neceſſities 


rendered his appearing doubly acceptable, were 
attentive to every one that appeared in any more 


than ordinary Character. Accordingly, when 
| Fohn the Baptiſt made his firſt publick Appear- 


ance, as an Inſtructor of the People, they ſent 
Meſſengers to bim, ſaying, art thou He that 


ſhould come, or do we look for another? 


Zur the Misfortune was, that their Ideas of the 
Meſſiah, were entirely different, both from what 
the Prophets meant, and their greateſt Neceſſities 
really required. It was ſaid of Him, that he ſhould 


fave them from all their Enemies: By which the 


Fews fondly, but miſtakenly underſtood, or would 
underſtand, only the Greeks, Romans, or whatever 


other Nations of the Earth, injured, enſlaved, or 


brought them into Bondage, and tyrannized over 


their Bodies or Fortunes. Whereas the Prophecy, 


referred to their ſpiritual Enemies; the Powers 
of Darkneſs and their Sins, with all their wretched 
Conſequences : That, being ſaved from all theſe 
Enemies, they may ſerve Gop without Fear, in 


| Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days 


"of their Life. This was tbe Mercy promiſed to 
"their Fathers; and on this depended the Perfor- 
-mance of Gop's holy Covenant with them. This 


is the Reign which Ixsvs hath over the Houſe of 
Jacob for ever; a Reign, begun in Grace, and of 


which in Glory there ſhall be no End. 


Ir was faid likewiſe, that the LoRůUV would | 
raiſe up unto David a righteous Branch; that a 
King. ſbon ld reign, and proſper and execute Fudę- 


ment 
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ment and Fuſtice in the Earth; that in his Days 
Judah ſhould be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhould dwell 

ſafely. But that they might not miſlake the Na- 
ture of his Reign, nor the Protection of his 
Government, he is called by a Name, which has 
immediate Reference to the Spirituality of his 
Kingdom: For, this is the Name whereby he 
ſhall be called, Tar LORD OUR RIGHT EOVUS- 
ESS. He is not ſuch a Prince as Moſes, nor 
ſuch a Sa VI OUR 2s Foſbaab. It is over the Heart 
he reigns; it is by Repentance that he ſaves; it is 
by the Forgiveneſs and Deſtruction of Sins, that 
he manifeſts his Power. 5 | 
Bu r quite contrary to this Notion of the Me/- 


fiah's Kingdom and Reign, they expected, that 
their Reliever the Shiloab, ſhould be like one of 

| the old Heroes, whom Gop had ſent formerly, 

t when they prayed to him in their. Neceſſities; 
ſuch as the Judges were, who ſo often delivered 

L them from the Oppreſſion of their Enemies, and 

; reſtored and renewed the old Govefnment of Gop 
among the People; for which Reaſon, they were _ 
5 even called Saviaurs, And as the Fews were now 

5 under the Roman Voke; without other Hope of 

, Deliverance, they were the eaſier led to make 
: EEE 6 
s How great then muſt their Diſappointment _ 
b have been, when, inſtead of the mighty Prince 

4 and Heroe, their fond Hopes had formed to them- 

2 ſelves an Idea of, this King of Iſrael made his moſt 

. auguſt Entry into their Capital City, meet ant 
/ WH buy, riding upon an Aſi Col; without other 
f Retinue, Pomp, or Army, than à Crowd of aſto- 
niſhed Spectators, crying, Hoeſanna to the Son of 
4 David. The Ideas which they bad of Gideon, 
a2 I A and Barak, were then daſhed. to 

- Pieces. They eafily 1 that neither this 


meck 


* 
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meek Savioy8y vet bis Attendants, were calcy- 
lated far ſych heroical Exploits, as theſe Judges 


of Old, or the Maccabees, more lately had per- 


formed for them 
His Kingdom is not of this World. This he 


declared, and this he evidenced by the whole of 
bis Proceſs from fifſt to laſt. The Fews, on the 


contrary, had. hardly the leaft Conception of any 


other, than 2 temporal Kingdom: and their No- 
tions of the Head of it, cerreſponded therewith: 


Ty which therefore, they knew not how: to recon- 
eile a ſipgle Circumſtance in what related ta Fes 0 5, 


As to his Perſon, tho? tbe faireſt among ten. T bay 


ſang, lavelier than the Sans of Men, and purer 


hap Angeles He had, in their Eſteem, no farm 
er Comelmeſs : And when ws him, ſaid they, 


there is no Beauty that we, ſhauld deſire him. 
His Parents were not of the Great Ones of 
the Earth: Jaſenb; his ſuppaſed Father, was well 
known to be no other than a, Carpenter; Mary 
an obſcure Virgin, whe. the' highly. honoured an 


approved of Heaven, yet was of mall Note among 
the 7ews. The F z, . 


„The Family; on both, Sideq, were 
well known to them. His Mother and Brethren 
axe with us, ſaid they: Whence hath Hx theſe 
Things? So did they depreciate the Exesllencies 
which they could nat avoid diſcerning, and were 
conſtrained to own in him. The Place of his 


Birth, was of no, great Note, and that of his Edu- 
ation and Reſidence, was infamous to a Proverb. 


Can am gead Thing came out of Nazareth # was 
urged againſt him, 3 ſoon ag it was known. whence 
he came. His Attendapts.were commonly, of the 


loweſt of the People. It was, onee ſaid, 7h: 


whole Morld is gone after bim. But the great 
Men, his Enemies, enquined, Hove any, of the 
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they Had faid, „ What matters it, that he is fol- 
fowed and adinired, by ſuch a Number of the 

| Rabble, and Seu of the People? Shew us 4 wiſe, 
a rich Man or a Scholar, that adheres to him. 

As for theſe Vulgar, who know not the Law z 
who know no better, they are accurſed, a 

Tus was our deareſt LokD, deſpiſed and re- 
ſected of Men rẽpfoached and contemned by the 

People. His Diſeſteem of the World, and Re- 
fafal of every Offer and Opportunity, of aggran- 

dizing himſelf, and becoming reſpectable among 

Men, heightened, yet further, the mean 
Thoughts which the eee of him. 
Diſappointed therefore in their Expectations of 
an earthly Deliverer in him, they took every poſ- 

75 ſible Opportunity of traducing and calumniating 

ö both his Perſon and Teaching. They ſummed up 

all in theſe opprobrious Words, “ He hath a 

. Devil and is mad, why hear ye him? | 


See, the Defire of Nations comes | * 
Vor outward Lon þ 55 him near; 
| AMA, Fleſb the D aſſumes, | 4 
A Servant's Form be ſloops to wear +- 
He lays bis ev'ry Glory by, | 
5 75 low, obſcurely mean, 

Of Beauty void in Reofon's Eye, 

3 e Source o Lovelineſs is ſeen. 


Brrors we proceed further on this Head, let 

us ſtop a little, and take a View of the Perſon of 

| dur defpiſed LorD, in ſome of the Cireumſtan- 

ces under Conſideration. And let it not be for- 
gotten, that he that cried in the Manger, that 

ſucked the Paps of a Woman, that expel him- 

ſelf to Miſery, Poverty, and a World of Incon- 

N 5 veni- 
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veniences, is tbe Son o of the living GOD; of the 
ſame Subſtance with bis Father, begotten before 
all Ages; before the Morning Stars, ſang om 
and the Sons, of GOD ſhouted for Foy. He is 
Gop Eternal. He is alſo, by Reaſon of the per- 
fonal Union of the Divinity with his Human Na- 
ture, the Son of. GOD, not by Adoption, as good. 
Men, and bleſſed Angels are ; but by an extraor- 
dinary and miraculous Generation. He is the 
Heir of his Father's Glories and Poſſeſſions, not 
by Succeſſion (for his Father cannot demiſe,) but 
by an Equality of Communication. He is the 
expreſs Image of his Father's Perfon, according 
to both Natures; the Marks and Characters of his 
Gop-head, being impreſſed throughout all the 
Capacities of his Humanity. And after all this, 
He is our SAVIOUR; that to our Duties of 
Wonder and Adoration, we may add the Affecti- 
ons of Love and Union; as beſides his being ad- 
mirable in himſelf, he is become profitable to us. 
The eternal Word of the Father is accammodated 
a to the Weakneſs and Dimenſions of an Infant. | 
1H HRE then are concentered the Prodigies of 
Þ  Greataeſs and Goodneſs, of Wiſdom and Chari- 
, of Meekneſs and Humility ; and march all 

„ the Way in Myſtery and incomprehenſible Mix- 
BB ture; whether we conſider him in the Boſom of 
3 0 as Father, where he is ſeated by the Poſitions of 
I Love and eſſential Felicity, or in the Manger, 
where Love alſo placed him, and an infinite De- 
| ire 'to communicate his Felicities to us: 

„ As he is Gop, his Throne is in the Heavens, 
| 1 and he fills all Things by his Emmenſity : As he is 

| Man, he is circumſcribed kf: 2 Wy * | 
- Ke hes in a Stable. OT Og; Jl 
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 Emptied of bis Ma YL 
Of his dazzP ing Glories en 
Beings ſource BEG INS to be 
And Gop himſelf is Born! 
Stand amazed ye Heavens, at this ! 
See the Lord of Earth and Ries; 
Humbled to tbe Duſt He is, | 
And in a Manger lies! 


„As 4 he is clothed in a Wake of C Chery, 
at the ſame Inſtant when you may behold and 
wonder at his Humanity, wrapped in cheap and 
unworthy Cradle-bands. As Gov, he is incircled 
with Millions of Angels; as Man, with a Com- 
pany of Beaſts. As Gop, he is the eternal 
Word of the Father; eternally ſuſtained by him- 
ſelf, all-ſufficient and without Need; and yet, 
he ſibinitted himſelf to a Condition, imperfe&, 
inglorious, indigent, and neceſſitous. And this 
Conſideration is apt and natural, to produce great 
Affections of Love, Duty, and Obedience; De- 
fires of Union and Conformity to his ſacted Per- 
ſon, Life, Actions, and Laws; that we may reſolve 
all our Thoughts, and finally determine all our 
Reaſons, our Paſſions, and Capacities, into his 
Humiliation: On which endearing Occaſion, St. 
Paul ſays, He that loveth not the Logp Jzsus 
Cnr1sT, let him be accurſed, 1 Cor, 16. 22. 
© Upon the Conſideration of theſe Glories and 

' theſe Abaſements, the Spirit of Faith and Love 
ſometimes .enters into the Stable, where this 
great King was born, and with holy Affections 
beholds' every Member of the holy Body, and 
thence paſſes into the Soul of Jesus. And here 
may be found Matter of pious Meditation; 
enough. to entertain all the Degrees of our Love 

E 4 and 
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and of our Underſtanding, If-we could behold 


his ſacred Feet, with thoſe Affections which the of 
holy Virgin did, what Senſations ſhould we feel! * 
We have tranſmitted to us thoſe Myſteries in be 
Story, which ſhe had firſt imparted to her, by de 
ſpiritual ard divine infuſed Light, and afterwards 5 
by Obſervation. Thoſe holy Feet, tender and ; 
unable to ſupport his ſacred Body, were to bear 10 


him over all the Province of his Cure, with 8 
great Zeal for the gaining of Souls, to the Belief 4 
and Obedience of his holy Laws. þ 

« THnosE are the Feet that walked upon Seas 
and Hills of Water, as upon firm Pavement; at 
which the Lepers and diſeaſed Perſons, ſtooped a 
and gathered up Health ; which Mary Magdalen 

waſhed with Tears, and wiped with her Hair, 

and anointed with coſtly Qintment, as Exprefli- 

ons of Love and Adoration; and there found 

Abſolution and Remedy for her Sins: And which 

finally were rent by the Nails of the Croſs, and 

afterwards aſcended above the Heavens, making 

the Earth to be his Footſtool. 0 
From hence, take Patterns of Imitation, that 
our Piety may be ſymbolical, that our AﬀeQions 
de paſſionate, full of Love, and Wonder, and 

Adoration! That our Feet tread in his Steps, and 

that we transfer the Symbol into Myſtery, and 

the Myſtery into Devotion,' praying the holy 
ESUs to actuate the ſame Mercies in us, which 
were finiſhed at his holy Feet; forgiving our Sins, 
healing our Sickneſſes; and then place ourfelves 
irremoveably, becoming his Diſciples, and ſtrictly 
' obſerving the Rules of his holy Inſtitution, ſitting - 
at the Feet of this our Divine Maſter. = 

AI the ſame Manner, a pious Perſon may 
(with the bleſſed Virgin) paſs to the Conſideration 
of his holy Hangs; which were ſo often ilfted 
_ Bis * op 
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up to God in Prayer ; whole Touch was Mira- 


culous and Medicinal, Samy Lepers, reſtoring 


rithing Limbs, opening blind Eyes, raifi 
dead Perſons to Life! 77 Handi which fed 
many Thouſands by two Miracles, and purged 
the Temple from Pro 
mental Manner bare his own Body, and gave it 
to be the Food and Refreſhment of believing 
Souls; and after, were cloveri and rent upon 


the Croſs, till the Wounds became (after the 


Reſurrection) ſo many Tranſparencies, and glo- 


rious Inſtruments of folemn, fpiritual, and effi- 
cacidus Benediction. „ | 
© 'TranswIt this Meditation into AﬀeQions 
and Praiſes, lifting up pure Hands in Prayef; that 


rofaneneſs; that in a faera- 


our Devotions be united to the Merits of his 


glorious Interceſſion 5 and putting ourſelves into 


his Hand and | holy Providence, let us beg foot 


Effects upon our Souls, which his precious Hands 
did operate upon Men's Bodies, transferring thoſe 
Similitudes to our ghoſtly and perſonal Advan- 
tages. ; | 


* 


conſider; hat there lay that ſacred Heart, like 
the Dove within the Ark, ſpeaking Peace to us; 
being a Source of Love and Sorrows, the Foun- 
tain of both the Sacraments, running out in the 
two holy Streams of Blood and 00 

the Rock was ſmitten ; when his holy Side WAS 
piereed]! And there, with St, John, let us lay 
our Head; and place our Heart; and thence draw 
a Treaſure of divine Communications and Affec- 


tions; that we may reſt in Him only; and upon 


lim lay our Burdens, filling every Corner of 
our Heart with Thoughts of the moſt amiable 
and beloved Ixs ubs. . 
e ba 


ater, when 


Wr may alſo behold his holy Breaft, and 


82 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 

© In like Manner, we may unite the Day of 
his Nativity, with the Day of his ' Paſſion, and 
confider all the Parts of his Body, as it was in- 
ſtrumental to all the Work of our Redemption; 
and fo imitate, and in ſome Proportion partake 
of that great Variety of Sweetneſs, delightful 
Reflections, and gracious Intercourſes, which paſ- 
ſed between his holy Mother, and the holy Child, 
according to his prefent Capacities, and the Evi- 

| dence of that Light, which was communicated 
to her by divine Infuſion: And all the Members 
of this bleſſed Child, his Eyes, his Face, his Head, 


all the Organs of his Senſes, afford Variety of 


Entertainment and Motion to our Affections, ac- 
cording as they ſerved in their ſeveral Imploy- 
ments and Co-operations, in the Myſteries of our 
Reſtitution. - JV 
Bur his Body was but his Soul's Upper- gar- 
ment; and the Conſiderations of this, are as im- 
material and ſpiritual as the Soul itſelf. This 

Soul is of the ſame Nature and Subſtance with 
ours. It is perſonally united to the Divinity, full 
of the Hor Y GHOsr, over- running with Grace, 

Which was diſpenſed to it without Meaſure.“ 

Hxx alſo we may meditate, that his Memory 

is indeterminable and unalterable; ever remem- 


\ bring to do us good, and to preſent our Needs 


to Gob, by the Means of his holy Interceſſion. 


His Underſtanding is without Ignorance, knowing 


the Secrets of our Hearts, full of myſterious Se- 
_crets of his Fathers Kingdom, in which all the 
| Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge of Gop are 
re AE agar Ot de ars Tang-er3 arab 
His Vill is impeccable, 'efttertained with an 
uninterrupted Act of Love to Gop, greater than 


all Angels and beatified Spirits preſent to Gop, 
in the Midſt of the Tranſportations and Raviſh- 


ments 
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ments of Paradiſe! And this Vill, is full of Love 

to us, of Humility in itſelf, of Conformity to 

Gov, wholly reſigned by Ads of Adoration and 

Obedience. It was moved by ſix Wings, Zeal” 

of the Honour of Gop, and Compunction for 

our Sins; Pity to our Miſeries, and Hatred to 

our Impieties, Deſires of ſatisfying the Wrath of 

Go, and great Joy, at the Conſideration of all 

the Fruits of his coming into the World; the 

appeaſing of his Father, the Redemption of. his 

Brethren. And upon theſe Wings he mounted 

up into the Throne of Glory, carrying our Na- 

ture with him above the Seats of Angels!” 

| Inis, this is the Chriſtian's Friend, the Chriſ- 

tian's Beloved ! And yet this Irsus, amiable, 

wonderful and excellent, in every Circumſtance 

of Conſideration, is, fo the A ROY Jews a 
Stumbling-black. © 

He came unto his own, but- bis own” received 

bim not. On the contrary, they with united 

| Voices declared, Ve will not have this Man to 

1 reign. over us. Inſenſible of their ſpiritual Capti- 

' vity, and unconcerned at the Dominion of their 

Luſts and Sins, they were deaf to all his Mea- 


fſures and Offers, for making them truly happ) 

| He once intimated to them his Ablity and Ren: 
. " neſs to make them free. But ignorant of his 
Meaning, or their own great Needs, they re- 
L jected his Propoſal, and (notwithſtanding they 
5 were then literally in Bondage to the Romans) 
e full of Conceit of the Nobility of their Pedigree, 
1 


ſaid, Me are Abraham's Seed, and were never in 


Bondage to any Man: How 2 thou, Ye ' Joall 
be made free? 


O Vanity of the human Heart! We boaſt 
of our Nobility 'and hereditary Privileges ; be- 
caule we are  inſebſible how much Sin Das de- 

graded 


z 
2 
- 
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graded us. How great is the Blindneſs, for Men 


to be in Bondage, and not to know it! And ye, 


how common is this Blindneſs ! Theſe Fews had 
no Idea of their Thraldom to Sin and Corrupti- 


on. Our Lok p, to correct their Miſtake, and 


let them know, that the Freedom of which he ſpoke, 


was of a Spiritual Nature, reſpecting the Heart 


and Conduct, not the Body or Fortune, anſwer- 


ed them, Verily I ſay unto you, whoſoever com- 
| mitteth Sin, is the Servant of Sin. 5 


© MISERABLE is that Perſon, who being a Slave 
by Birth, through original Sin ; a Slave by Right 
of War (as the Jews now were to "iy Rei 
having ſuffered himſelf to be overcome; and even 
a Slave by Choice, having voluntarily fold him- 
ſelf, (till (62 his Bondage, and flies om his De- 
ſiverer! If we doubt whether we be Saves, let 
us but enter into ourſelves, and conſider the Cor- 


; ruption of our Will, of which we have made 


ourſelves, as it were, a Chain of Iron.” What 


elſe are Pride, Envy, Anger, Covetouſneſs, Sen- 
_ ſnality, Self- pleaſing and Concupiſcence, but fo 
many Chains, whereby the human Heart is fet- 


tered and in Bondage, unable to work the Works 
of Gos, rendering the Sinner incapable of exer- 
ciſing himſelf unto Godlineſs? This our Loxp's 


Meaning, was wholly unknown to the Fews. Nor 
is any Child of Adam free, till the Son of Gov 


makes them free indeed. Break then our Chains, 
O God, we beſeech Thee, Reſume that which 


belongs to Thee alone; and cauſe us to live no 


er to ourſelves, but unto Him, who Tatb loved 


us, and given bimfelf for us. 3 
Bur neither was it in their political Views alone, 


that the Jews were diſappointed, and therefore 


offended in CHR1ST: They were likewiſe alarm- 


ed and ſtumbled, at his Doctrine, Teaching, and 
5 | . 5 Mira- 
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Miracles. And, as the Gentiles were moved by 
intereſted Motives at the Progreſs of the Golpel, 
by which, as they expreſſed on a certain Occaſi- 
on, their Craft was in Danger; ſo were the Jews 
ſhocked and enraged, at the apparent Tende 
our Saviouk's Religion had, to eclipſe, and 
render void the whole Moſaic CEconomy, both 
civil and religious, | | 
Ir ſeemed to them altogether abſurd, and even 

blaſphemous, that their Abraham, and Moſes, 
with all the Patriarchs and Prophets, fhould give 
Place to ſo poor, and, in appearance, incon 
derable a Perſon as JesUs was: And that their 
whole Religion and Laws, ſhould be changed 
nay abrogated by the State of Things, to be in- 
troduced by Him. And although he evidenced 
his Nivine Miſſion and, Aoi Dp ſuch Mira- 
cles among them, as no other Perfon ever wrought; 
enough, in alt Reaſon, to have convinced the 
that He came from EOD: Altho” all the Prophe- 
cies relating to the Meffiab, contained in their 
own Scriptures, had their exact and perfect Ac- 
complifhment in Him; yet, ſo great was their 
Infatuation, fo ſurpriſing were their Prejudices, 
that, while they made no Account of the Signs 
and Wonders, he wrought daily before their Eyes, 
they ſtill ſought for new ones; aſcribing all the) 
had ſeen, to the Devil: He  cafteth out Devils, 
faid they, by Boelzebub, the Prince of the a” 
They were almoſt continually finding Fault wil 
him; charged him with want of Veneration for 
the Law of Moſes; nay, with open Violations 
thereof: Fhey took Occaſion. from his moſt gra- 
cious and divine Sayings, to cavil, contend with, 
and reject him. je 
Jzsus ſaid, I am the Bread of Life; and the 


Bird GOD, which come dewn from Heaven. 
The , then murmured at him, becauſe he 


ſaid, 


11 
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ſaid, I am the Bread which came down from 
5 They ſaid, Is not this JEsUs, the Son 

of Foſeph, whoſe F ather and Mother we know ? 
4 is it then that he faith, I came down from Hea- 
ven. Yes, ſaid JIEsus again, I am tbe living 


Bread which came down from Heaven. If any 
Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever : and 


the Bread that I will give, is my Fleſh, which I 


will give for the Life of the World. The Fews 


therefore ftrove amongft themſelves, ſaying, 
„ How can this Man give us his Fleſh to eat? 


We know this Man whence he is, but when 
CHRIST cometh no Man knoweth whence he is.” 
'They ſought to take him, but could not, becauſe 
his Hour was not come. 


Ixs us faid again, I a Man keep my Sayings, be 


ali never taſte Death, Then ſaid the Jews 
unto him, Now we know that thou haſt a De- 
vil, Abrabam is dead, and the Prophets; and 
thou ſayeſt, If a Man keep my Sayings be ſhall 


never taſte Death. Art thou greater than out 


Father Abraham, which is dead? And the Prophets 


are dead: Whom makeſt thou thyſelf?” _ 

Tur ſeem to have had no other Notion of 
Death, than that which ſeparates the Soul from 
the Body, and to be wholly ignorant of that which 
ſeparates the Soul from its Gp. Every Thing 
becomes obſcure to thoſe who have once, like 


thoſe Jews, delivered up their Hearts to Incredu- 
lity. Their Remembrance of the Prophets, 
ought to have induced them, to. confider and 
obſerve in CyrrsT, the Miracles and other Marks 
of the Meſſiab, contained in their Prophecies; 
and they remember them, only to. leſſen Him, 


and ſet him below all the Prophets. 
Your Father Abraham, continues our Loxp, 


rejoiced to ſee my Day, and be ſaw it and was 
lad. This 1 8 them Rl arther > they re- 


plied, 
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plied, “ Thou art not yet fifty Years old, and 
haſt thou ſeen Abrabam? Our Logrp aſſerts 
his eternal Generation, and declares, Yerily, veri= 
ly, 1 ſay unto you, before Abrabam was, I AM. 
They were now out of all Patience, and took u 
Stones to caſt at him. But FESUS hid himſelf, 
and went out of the Temple. © He does not refuſe to 
die for the Truth of his Divinity: He was a Mar- 
tyr for it in a very little Time after: But he re- 
ſerved himſelf for a more 1gnominious and cruel 
Puniſhment, and waits for the Moment appointed 
of his Father, that he may make his' Death a 
Sacrifice of Obedience. IT his, which was one of 
his final Anſwers to them, is a Proof of his Di- 
vinity and Eternity. He was in Gop his Father, 
as his Word and Wiſdom, and he was pleaſed to 
think of giving himſelf. for us. He is come; he 
has given himſelf, and yet, alas! we think but 
ſeldom of him; ſo far are we from giving and 
conſecrating ourſelves. to his Divine Perſon, in- 
dura jor our Sab 8 
Tov, O Jisvus, art before Abraham, not only 
in the Deſigns and Decrees of (op thy Father, 
as the Enemies of thy Divinity ſay; for in that 
Senſe, every thing is Eternal; but in his Boſom, 
as his co- eternal, conſubſtantial Son; and together 
with Him, the Creator of Abrabam, and of every 
Thing that exiſts. We adore Thee, according to 
what thou art from Eternity in Gop thy Father; 
and all the vain Subtleties of the Wit of Man are 
not able to ſtagger our Faith on this Article. Let 
me learn of thee, O Victim of Go, to ſacrifice 
myſelf on all Occaſions, and to anticipate the Sa- 
erifice of my Death, in holding myſelf continually 
diſpoſed and prepared for it, by the- Spirit of 
Sacrifice. n | | oy 
Ix would be endleſs to inſtance in all the Par- 
ticulars, wherein the Jes were offended in. 
„„ 1 CHRIST 
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Crtxtsr. They ſtumbled at his Perſon and 
Word, being diſobedient. If they had done his 
Will, my would have known, that his Doctrine 
Was of Gop. But they are well deſcribed by 
St. Paul, aftet the Prophet 1/aiab ; The Heart of 
£64 this People is waxed 15 and their Ears are dull 
| of heating, and their Eye 

they ſbould fee with their Eyes, and hear with 
their Ears, and underſland with their Heart, and 
\ ſhould be converted, and I ſhould heal them. (Com- 
bare Iſai. vi. 9. with Acts xxvin. 27.) 


ISA L corictude this Article with ſome Re- 


flections of St. Chryſoſtom, on the ſtoring of St. 
Stephen; and the Converſation he imagines was be- 
tween them. He conceives, that the Jews ac- 
coſted this firft Chriftian Martyr, after this 


- 


© TELL us, young Man, what comes into thy | 
MW²ind, thus ts repfonch the Deity ? Why doft 


thou ſtudy, with ſuch cunningly contrived Dif- 
* courſes, to inveigle and perſuade the People; 
and with decertful Miractes to unde the Nation? 

Here lies the Crifis of the Controverſy : ls it 
6 likely that ne ſhould be Go, whs was born 
f Mary? That the Maker of the World ſhould 
gde tie Sem of a Carpenter ? Was fibt Bethlehem 


„ the Place of his Nativity, and Nazarelb of his 


© Pdwcation ? Can'ſt their imagine him to be 
„So, who was bern upon Earth ? Who was 
4 ſgpoer, that ke was wr apt op in fwadiing Clothes, 

„ And thfowr imo 2 Manger ? Whe was forced 
© to. fly from the Rage of Herod, and to waſh 
6 awiy his Pollution, by being baptized in Jordan? 


WBO was ſubje& to Hufger and Fhirſt; to 


c Sleep and Wearineſs? Who, when bound, was 
not able te eleape j nor, being bufferted, to 
reſcue of revenge himſeif? Who, when he 


yes have they cloſed, left 
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was hanged, could not come down from the 
Croſs, but underwent a curſed and a ſhameful 
* Death? Wilt thou make us believe, that he 


«© is in Heaven, whom we know to have deen 
© buried in his Grave? That he ſhould be the 
© Life of the Dead, who is ſo near a Kin to 


* Mottality himſelf ? Is it likely that GoÞ ſhould 
* ſuffer ſuch Things as theſe ? Would he not 
© rather, with an angry Breath, have ſtruck his 
>< Adverſaries dead at the firſt Approach, and 
© ſet them beyond the Reach of making At- 
* tempts upon his own Perſon? Either ceaſe 
therefore to delude the People, with theſe Impo- 
* ſitions, or prepare thyſelf to undergo the fame 
1 5 3 5 

In Anſwer to which, that Father concxives St. 
Stephen, thus to have replied. * And why, Sirs, 


* ſhould theſe Things ſeem incredible? Have 


you not by you the Writings of the Prophets? 
Do you not read the Books of Moſes, and pro- 


© feſs, yourſelves to be his Diſciples ? Did not 


* Moſes ſay, A Prophet ſhall the Lox p your Gop 
* raiſe up unto you, of your Breibren, like unto 
ne, him ſhall ye bear? Have not the Prophets 
long ſince foretold, that he ſhould be botn at 
* Betblehem, and conceived in the Womb of a 
Virgin? That he ſhould fly into Egypt, that 
* he ſhould bear our Griefs, and carry our Sor= 


© rows? That they ſhould pierce his Hands and 


© his Feet, and hang him on a Tree? That he 


* ſhould be buried, riſe again, and aſcend up 


to Heaven with a Shout? Either now, ſhew me 


© ſome other Perſon, in whom all thefe Prophe- 
* ies were accompliſhed ; or learn with me, to 


© adore, as Gor, our crucified SAVIOUR. 
: Blind and ignorant as you are of the Pre- 
* ditions of Moſes ; you thought you crucified 
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oo The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
a a mere Man; but had you known him you 

© would not have crucified the LORD of GILORx. 
* You denied the Holy One and the Fuſt, and de- 
© fired a Murderer to be granted unto you! But 
you put to Death the Prince of Life] Ye fliff- 


 necked and uncircumciſed in Heart and Ears, ye 


do always reſiſt the boly Ghoſt : As your Fathers © 


did, fo do ye: Which of the Prophets have not 
your Fatbers perſecuted? And they have ſlain them 
| which ſbewed before, of the coming of the juſt One, 
e whom ye have been now the Betrayers and 
rw. 7oIOS: e e 
Tuis was the State of the Quarrel between 
them. And when they heard theſe Things, 
they were cut to the Heart, and they gnaſhed on 
him with their Teeth, and cried with a loud 
Voice, and ſtopped their Ears, and ran upon 
him with one Accord, and caſt him out of the 
City and ſtoned him, calling upon Gop, and 
ſaying, Lord Jesvs receive my Spirit.” - 
. In. the Whole of their Conduct then, with 
Reference to our Loxp, we ſee exactly fulfilled 
the prophetical Prediction concerning the Few: : 
& Therefore, thus ſaith the Loxp, Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, a precious Corner Stone, a ſure Founda- 
tion. And he ſhall be for a Sanctuary; but for 
a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock of Offence ta 
both the Houſes of Hrael. Iſai. 28. 16. and 8. 


Lr us now turn our Thoughts from thoſe 


Natives of Aſia, ſeventeen hundred Years ago; 


the Fetus, literally ſo called, and conſider the 
State of Things amongſt ourſelves at this Day. 
Would to Gop that we were free from the 
Charge in the Text: But it may juſtly be feared, 
there are amongſt us alſo, Fews in 1 

* A that 
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that is, Perſons to whom the Preaching of 


Chilis crucified is a Stumbling-block, This is 


what properly conſtitutes a 7ew, in the Senſe of 
the Apoſtle, and of this Diſcourſe. TY 


*T1s not unuſual, to hear People exclaim a- 
gainſt the Jews of our Lorp's Time, loading 


them with Imprecations, and charging them with 
the utmoſt Cruelty, Barbarity and Incredulity, 


as the Betrayers and Murderers of the Son 
of God: As though We, at this Day, were 


wholly unconcerned in the Matter, and altogether 
free from the Spirit of thoſe eus: Whereas, in 
'Iruth, the Caſe is far otherwiſe. He is a Few, 
who is one inwardly, To be one of Gop's 
People implies much more than any external 
Relation, or hereditary Privilege whatſo- 


ever: It implies an inward Change of Heart 


and Temper ; a Renewal in the: Spirit of the 
Mind; an entire Devotion to Gop. It is not 
the being lineally deſcended from Abrabam, re- 


ceiving the Sign of Circumciſion, and belonging 
to the Tabernacle or Temple Service, which 
Properly conſtitutes, a 7e, in the, Apoſtles 


enſe; but it is the having an Heart of Unblief, 


Stubbornneſs, and Rebellion againft Cu risT cru= 
cified, and the Goſpel of our Salvation. 
W muſt therefore transfer the Words from 

Iſrael in the Fleſh, the Sons of Jacob by Deſcent, 


* 


to Ourſelves, who are called Chriſtians, the De- 


ſcendants, as is ſuppoſed, of Gomer the Son of 
Japbet. And is there no Reſemblance between 


us and them? Are there not Jetoiſb Hearts 
amongſt us? Let us ſee how far the Apoſtle's 
Aſſertion, CHRIS H crucified, to the Fews a 
Stumbling-Bleck, is applicable to us alſo. | 


Tux Things in which they gloried, the Conſi- 
&rations on which they valued themſelves, were, 


out from the reſt of the 


them. The Jets ha 
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that they were Gop's cb People; choſen 


Nations of the Earth, fot 
the Honour of his glorious Majeſty, to ſerve him, 


| by the Obſervance of a ſpecial Worſhip; that 
© 


y . were. the Seed of the favourite Abraham 


filed the Friend of Gop; circumciſed, and 
Child en of the Covenant, which Gop made 


with the Fathers. Theſe they {till oppoſed to the 


Goſpel State of Things; and were ſo tenacious | 


of them, as to reſent, with the utmoſt Rage and 


Fury, whatever had the Appearance of depreci- 
ating them, in the ſmalleſt Degree. Of this we 


have ſeveral notable Inſtances, throughout the 
new Teſtament: One, not the leaſt remarkable, is 
that in the 21ſt Chap. of the Acts. St. Paul, in 


Compliance with a Propoſal of ſomie of the 
Apoſtles, and out of Tendetneſs to fome Chri- 


flians, who had been Jews, and not yet wholly 
free from their, Attachment to the 'Temple Ser- 
vice, conformed to the Ceremony of Purification 


with ſome of them, according to the Cuſtom of the 


Law, in Caſe of Vows; which they had then.upon 
d heard of the Apoſtle, that 

e taught them not to circumciſe their Children, 
neither to walk after the Cuſtoms of the Law. 
When therefore they found him in the Temple, 
they ſtirred up the People, and laid Hands upon 


bim, crying out, Men of Irael help: This is 


the Man, that teacheth all Men every where 
againſt the People and the Law, and this Place.“ 
and all the City was moved, and the People fan 
together; and they took Faul, and drew him out 
of the Temple, and went about to kill him. | 
WEN they ſaw the Multitudes, which attend- 


ed the Apoſtle's Preaching, they were filled with 
Envy, and ſpake againſt thoſe Things which were 
ſpoken by Faul, and the other Apoſtles, contradid- 


ing, 


ing. generally ; ſometimes blaſpheming, © At 


konium, the Jeu. ſtirred up the Gentiles, and 


made their Minds evil affected againſt the Bre- 


thren: There was an Aſſault made therefore both 
by Fews' and Centilet, with their Rulers, to uſe 
them deſpitefully, and to ſtone them. At Ant iach, 
in Piſidia, they ſtirred up the devout and honou - 
rable Women, and the chief Men of the City, 


andi raiſed Perſecution againſt Paul, and. Burngbes, 


bis Fellow-labourer, and expelled them out of 


their Coaſts. They Were Jus implacahle in their 


Reſentment to the Goſpel: They would not en- 


ter in themſelves, and laboured to hinder thoſe 
that wou. | 


Wx are Abrabam's Seed: The Temple of the 


Loap; the Temple of the LORD are we, &. 


were the, main. Pillars, of their Boaſting, They 
had. a Saying, that no Jem could be loſt, for that 


going thither: They reputed as Enemies worthy 


of „ Whoeyer taught, as the Way of Salva» 
tion, any Thing contrary to their Senſe of the Law 
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WE, have our Reformation, excellent Conſtli- 


tution, Order of, Prieſthood, Churches, a found 
Form of Doctrine, Baptiſm and the Leo En dur 


xr. And, bleſſed be Gop, we have: They are 
rixileges not to. he lightly accounted af; for the 
Defenca of which, many Worthies of theſe Na- 
tions, have freely ſpilt their Blood; and for which, 
every true Proteſtant cannot be fufficiently-thank= _ 
ful to Gon. But will this goqd Order of Exter- 
nals ſuffice for our Salvation? Will the Enjoy- 


ment of theſe. FE riv..ezes, and attending upon 


theſe Ordinances, avail, even though we be Stran, 
gers to any Thing beſide? Do not the Werds 
and Lives of many, in Effe &, declare this? h 


91 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
his Caſe was not ſingular, who being one Day 
reproved for ſwearing, in a Street at London, after 
a little angry Pauſe, made Anſwer, * Sir, I am 
a Church-Man, I am a Church-Man.” Poor 
Church! Do not many on this Ground, reject 
with Indignation, whatever can be alledged on 
the Head of Converſion to Gop ; the experi- 
- mental Knowledge of CHRIST crucified ;' of the 
Knowledge of Salvation by the er of Sins; 
the Redemption that is in CHRIS T's Blood? Does 


not this Way of ſpeaking offend You ? Have You 


never felt a certain ſupercilious Contempt of a 
Preacher or Book, that endeavoured to convince 


you, though but in few Words, that Religion is 


an internal Affair; and that every Thing without 


us, is to be conſidered ſo far good or evil, as it 


contributes towards the promoting or obſtructing 
this Grand Point? That all external Privileges 


of Church, Nation, Education, religious Ordi- 


nances; the whole Circle and Syſtem of Doc- 
trines and Duties, Exemption from groſs or 
ſcandalous Sins, the moſt decent Deportment, 
and faireſt Reputation, cannot alone aſcertain 
our Title ts Liſe and Bleſſedneſs? oo 
Bor can any ſober Perſon who believes the 
Scriptures, doubt of this? Does not the Son of 
Soy himſelf declare, that, Except we be converted, 


and become as little Children, we cannot inherit 


the Kingdom of Gop!| That we muſt be born 
again] That only ſuch as do the Will of our bea- 


venly Father, © ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven? That Gop ir a Spirit, and they that 
evorſbip bim, muſt worſhip bim in Spirit and in 
Truth? That except he waſh ns, wwe can bave no 
%%% ̃ O ( 
Daoxs not the Apoſtle teach, in Conformity to 
his 'Lorp, that Circumciſion; the moſt exact 
Bike © Obſer- 
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Obſervation of the Law of Moſes, and Uncir- 


cumciſion; the moſt conſummate Heathen Morality, 


availeth Nothing; but a new Creature? That, 
If any Man be in CHRIST, there is a new Creation, 


old Things are paſſed away; the old Heart, the 


old Man, the old Tempers and Behaviour ; the 
former Converſation, which is corrupt, according 


to the deceitful Luſts; and all Ti bings are become 


new ; the whole Man renewed according to the 


| Will and Image of Gop? That there is no 


Condemnation to them that are in CagisT JEsUs? 
That they that are CHRIST's, have crucified the 
Fleſh, with the Afeftions and Defires ? That true 
Chriſtians are paſſed from Death unto Life; have 
their Life bid with CHRIS in Gov, and their 
Conver ſation in Heaven ; Gop in them and they 


' in Gop? + 


Now muſt not theſe Expreſſions of our Log» 
and his Apoſtles, have ſome Meaning? And 
can leſs be inferred from them, than that true 
Religion, implies ſomething more than bare Pro- 
feſſion; Church Privileges, Performance of Du- 
ties in private, and attending Ordinances in pub- 
lic? Do they not repreſent the State of real 
Chriſtians to be ſomething dee 25 internal, happy, 
glorious, divine] Alas, how far behind do they 


leave a Religion of mere Form and outward - 
Shew? How fully do they teach us, 'to what a 


noble, exalted, pure State the Religion of Jesvs 
raiſeth his true Followers? Ves, it enables them 
to love the Lord their Gop, with all the Heart, 
and Mind, and Soul, and Strength ; and their 
Neighbour as themſelves. It raiſeth them above 
this World, and makes them, while on Earth, 
though incumbered with ſickly, dying Bodies, 
and manifold Infirmities, Partakers of the Glory _ 
that ſhall be W and Shaters, in ITY 
Wit 
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with the Purity and Joy of the heavenly Spirits! 
It makes them fit in heavenly Places with 
CurisP IEsus. 5 | 

Aras! What are human. Syſtems, Modes of 
Worſhip, Forms, Ceremanies, in Compariſon of 
this? Is not their Worth to be meaſured, only 
by their Tendency to beget and promote it ? 
What is Qrthadoxy in Sentiment, and the moſt 
orderly State of Externals being alone? Mabat 


5 


N it the alf ta the Wheat, ſaith the Lox o? What 


are all Declamations on moral Virtue, and 


human Rectitude, when oppoſed to this State 


of Heart, but making, as one of our Poets ex- 
preſſes, of | | | 


Suess Religion, a Rhapſody of Wards * 


Nor that the Religion of the Heart; its 
Renewal in the holy Image of Gos, renders 
vaid, or excludes the Uſe of outward: Or- 
dinanees, and Forms of. religious Worſhip; far 
fram it: Qur Logo hath appainted the One, as 
Means to the other: And to expect either the 
Beginning or Continuance of the End, without due 
Regard to the Means, is Folly and Enthuſiaſm. 


So hath. joined them together, and Man muſt 


not, cannot. put them aſunder. But the Miſtake 
canſiſts in reſting in, and heing content with, the 
bare Uſe of the Means; an imagining that the 


Chriftian Name and Ordinances. adhered to, will 


avail. for. our Acceptance with Gov, ſuppoſing 
there be but an Exemption from outward Irregu- 
larities in Conduct, and what is called a ſincere 


Endeavour to keep the Commandments .;. though 
we he ignorant of all. beſide : Though the Heart 
| be deſtitute of the Love, and Peace, and Joy of 


Gop. our Saviour. 


J=8us Cuxlsr aſſures . us, that except our 


7 


Righteouſneſs exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the 


Scribes 
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Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall in no Cafe enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. What the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Phariſees was, we learn from the 
Declaration of one of them, in the 18th of St. 
Luke's Goſpel. They were not, according to 
his Account of himſelf, Extortioners, Unjuſt, 
Adulterers. This ag the "— Part: The 
Politive is, ed 2 e Tythes, or 
Alms of u ey poſſeſſed. "We learn from 
other Parts of Scripture, that they prayed much: 
| They were generally exact in the Obſervation of 
all the religious Inſtitutions a the Few, 
But they valued themſelves on a | 
were partial in their Obedience, and knew no- 


thing of a better Righteouſneſs than their own. - 
LET us make the Application. Are there- 


> not many amongſt us at this Day, who do not 
5 come up to them in the former Part of their 
- Character; but perfectly agree in the latter? 

r St. Paul had been one of the ſtricteſt of thoſe 
$ Phariſees. But when he came to know himſelf, 
[0 and underſtand the Righteouſneſs which is of God, 
e by Faith in JIESus CHRIST, he renounced his 
. own Righteouſneſs, and reputed every Thing 
ſt Þ but Dung and Droſs, for the Excellency of the. 
e Knowledge of CHaIs T Ixsus the Loss... 
8 Ax we Teconciled, in order to attain that 
xx | Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, which the Goſpel 
il makes abſolutely neceſſary, to renounce all De- 
18 pendence in the Fleſb; all Hope and ExpeQa- 
Up tion of being ſaved, becauſe of our Baptiſm, 


re Church-Communion, Forms: of Prayer, and 
gh Exerciſes of Devotion, (fuppoſing we go fo far 2) 
rt Do we repute our own Righteouſneſs no better 
of than filthy Rags? Can we rate our beſt Things, 
0 with our worſt, eſteeming them equally vain and 
n inſufficient, in Point S Acceptance with hay” ? 
: | Mt AT» Can 
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Can we bear this levelling Doctrine, Ar, 
bave fines. «The Scripture\ bath concluded Al. 
under Sin. There. is no Differente, i in reſpect to 
the Wag oft Juſtification'; no, not between the 
moſt outwardly: virtuous Perſon and the moſt 
vicious. For, prior to our perſonal Offences, 
in Adam all died. And, therefore a/l-ftand in 
equal need of the Life purchaſed 'by Chaser, 
and brought. to. Light-by the Goſpel. All muſt 
give place to Faith in-the. crucified JIxsus. We 
Who; are Jeuis by Nature, ſaith St. Paul, and not 
Sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a Man is 
not juſtißed by the Law, but by Faith in Issus 
Cur is, even we have believed in Ixsus Chaisr, 
that we might be een * F aith 1 in Cu! pr.” 
He is YH Aris 5.34 1 27 
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true Ground. of à Sinners Hope: Through Him 


alone we have Acceſs to Gop. 
Am mult dur Soul's whole Weigh t reſt here ? 


Muſt el Have Jo it herein t 52 5 ry? Muſt 
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we (O wa De to our Pride!) Muſt we, in 
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„nne ere, in "Ee, :the Things which 


a Jews ſtumbled at, in the Times of: CHRIS 7 
ee Roſtunblans.be 


tween them and us, is too apparent to be denied, 

or not en Thera were offended and 
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alarmed at whatever had the leaſt Tendeney, to 
lefſen their Veneration for either their political 
or religious State of Things, notwithſtanding the 
Abuſe they made of them Therefore, When 
the Apoſtles preached every where, that CHI 
is the End of the Law' for Righteouſneſs to every- 
one that believeth ; that however: excellent the 


Perſons or Inſtitutions, on which they valued 


themſelves; and in which they truſted were in 
their Place; yet, when let in Competition with, 
and oppoſed to CRHRIsT's Religion, the Way to 
Life, which he points out, they were the moſt 
dangerous Things which could poſſibly ſtand in 
their Way: When the Apoſtles taught thus, they 
went about to kill then. 
I TESTIFY, faith St. Paul, hat ChRIsU IU 
become of no Effet to You, whoſoever: of" % 
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* $$: %.4 


_ juſtified, that is, ſeeks'ts be juſtified bythe Low: « 


And again, I/ ye be circumeiſed, Cater 87* A 


profit J Nothing. He puts the diſtinguiſhing" 


Mark of 4 few; namely Circumeiffnh for the” 
entire Jewiſb Diſpenſation; and declares, that a 

cleaving to it, in Oppoſition to CHRTSsT, ren 
dered their Salvation impoſſible. He ſhe weg that 
their Attachment to Abrabam, and their fond 
Precht e e e 
and that the true Claim to that Alliance, turned 


upon their Conduct with Reference to CHRIST; 


that only ſuch as are of Faitb, are bleſſed-with' 


Faithful Abraham; that if otbey were CirrioT's! = 


then were they Abraham's Seed; and not other-) 


wiſe. The Sum is, that no Privilege which they: | 


had by deſcent from the Patriarehs, no Act per- 

formed on their Bodies, no Work which it was 

in their mere Power to perform, no Shew of 

Ceremonies, or Syſtem of Politicks, could avail 

ben any Thing z and that de Seipel requires 
| 2 10: Foot ® 
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an entire new State of Things; that Cnrisr 
is every Thing, and that Leven approves or 
condemns, according as Men believe in, or re- 
je& the GRA Gon oijr $Aviour ; his Blood 
7 Sacrifice, the ſole Means of 32 Sinners Ac- 
ceptapce with Gop, and eternal Salvation. 
Ta vg it is, that the Chriſtian Orginances, dif- 
fer widely from the Fewiſh Ceremonies, They 
axe according to the Inſtitution of Ennis Him- 
ſelf, and cf a more. ſpiritual Nature. But the 
Seripture equally excludes bath, from having any 
rt in the Juſtification of a Sinner. Doſpel 
forks, fo to ſpeak; are no more a. dial of 
Acceptance with Gop,-than the Works of the 
Law, by which no fleſh living can be juftified i in 
the foght- end. Rom. 3. 30, The Chriſtian 
Loſlizutions, ate preferable to the Frwiſb, by how 
muell the ey ave. — immediately to 8 with 
CHs; and teach us more explicitly, to reſolve 
all our Worſhip and Happineſs into knowing, and 
loving, and being obedient to Him. But, if in- 
ſtead of making this Uſe of them, we only value 
ourſelves upoH the bare e of, * 150 
tendanee on Mam, AMA: : notrayige » 155 


* * 1 1 
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While at the une Time” we are mk 
ſtubborn, ſelf-willed, "Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Lovers of Govt. la that. Caſe, our. Bap- 
tim, Churches, the Losa'd Suppet; religious 
Performances, And ęten the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves, avaik us juſt as much as Cireumrifion, the 
Temple, Paſſover, the Or aeles of Gon; and Deſcert 
from the Fathers, did the Fews; who; valuing 
themſelves upon theſe Things, rejected: Sunksr, 

. * Aumbled, and fell. and prriſb'.. 


* Book Xii. JE Mons 
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* 
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Wurz they ſtumbled, we ſtumble alſo, In 
their moſt abandoned Times, and moſt degene- 


rate livitig, they boaſted highly of their pompous 


Outſide; their hereditary Privileges, and mofaick 
Ceremonies. Chriſtians; ſo called, in like Man- 


ner, bleſs themſelves in their reſembling Advari- 


tages; but of à more ſpiritual and divine Nature; 
tho' their Tempers, Spirit and Behaviour, differ 
nothing from thoſe of Jews. Chriſtians, ſo called, 
ſwear, and cheat, and lie; are unchaſte, volup- 
tuous, vain · glorious -covetous, Lovers of. ſenſual 
Pleaſure, mind earthly Things. And yet, Whenes 
ever theſe Things are teſtified againſt them, their 
Danger urged, and the abſolute Neceſſity of an 
entire Change of Heart and Life, in ofder to 
eternal Bleffednefs, infiſted on; the Cry, the. 
pray = Cry. is often, We are of the Church, 

Religion, Proteſtants; ; we have Churches 
Foote Clergy, and the Scriptures amongſt us; What 
more need we?” 80 ſubverting the Grace and 
Order of Gop, and turning that which He means 
for our Good; and; when rightly uſed, ſerves to 


noble and excelent Purpoſes, "into an Occaſion of 
greater Damnation. 


% The N wherei is the 70 be found, 
(Or does ſhe till exiſt i in more than Sound: Y. 
Not in the Men, however dignified, 


| Who would her. Crefds repeal, her Laws deeb» ; 


Her Prayers-exp unge, her. Arie diſown, 
And thruſt the Fal God · head from wy chose, 
Vaineſt of all their antichriſtan Plea, 


Who ey, The T emfle of the LORD, are 7” 


Tux Jeu are conſiſtent with themſelves, i in 


| rejeQing the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, together 


with its Author; becauſe they profeſs not to be- 
leve. | in Him. We, on the contrary, acknow- 
An * F 3 ledge 
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ledge his Ordinances to be Divine, and profeſs no 
other: We value ourſelves upon the Profeſſion, 


but are equally Strangers to, (many of us at leaſt) 


and not leſs averſe from the Power of Religion 
than'they were in the firſt Days of Chriſtianity. 
We are - ſtubborn, proud, rapacious, violent, 
blind, hard hearted and unbelieving as they were. 
The crucified FESUS, bis Croſs, his Way of 
juſtifying the Ungodly, and lowly State, are to us, 
to all who know not, or humbly ſeek to know 
Jssus, a Stumbling- Bloc to this Hour. He is 
crucified afreſn, and his Blood trampled upon eve- 
ry Day, by every open Sinner, in our Streets and 
Houſes. The Import of every Oath, every 
Lie, of every Act of Intemperance, Unchaſtity, 
Hypocriſy, Calumny, Diſſimulation and Vain- 
Glory, is, in Effect, “ We will not have 


ibis Man, this Ixs vs, who forbids; all theſe, to 


reign over us. O, where do the Chriſtians live ! 
| Lox, who ſhall awaken the Chriſtian Wor Id, 


5 its Fetus and Heatbens]! Vea the Saints of the 


World; the Phariſees, who truſt in themſelves 


that they are righteous and, deſpiſe others! O 
| when will both the one and the other, take Know- 
ledge, that other Foundation can no Man lay, tban 
bat which ir laid in Zion, even CHRIST crucified I 


That Redemption, Life, Salvation, AL L flow 

from HIN freely, to every believing Sinner. 
. Eorp lay our Honour in the Duſt: O let us feel 
that we are nothing, have nothing, and can do no- 


this feeling Senifibility, yx. 
bat have I LORD wherein to truſt? 


thing without Thee. Bring every one of us ta 


'* \" F notbjnig have, {nothing ame 
_ © Excluded is my ev'ry Booſt, 
A bon ſwallowed up in Shame. 
CCC SUT (OLIV OUTS CELTS 
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80 Guilty 7 fland before thy W 

I T feel on me thy Wrath a bidde; 
Ti juſt the Sentence ſbould take . 
Ti juſt——butO'f thy ben hath die. 


Yer further: It is not al at the Dogrine of 
Curtis that we \ſtuthble:: 'The Operations of 
his Holy Spirit, are another Source of Offence 
to many. Theſe are briefly, Firſt, ConviQtion of 


Sin. Secondly, the Application! of Righteouſneſs. 


And Thirdly, the Purification: of our Soul from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; called op St. 
Jude, the Renewal of the Hol GHos r. 
Fiks n: Conuidtion of Sin. Hben He;: the 
Holy Spirit! is come, ſaith Curr; be: well con- 
vince the World of Sin, aud o | Reghteoufneſs and 


Judgment. We have: here Fhree principal 


and fundamental Truths, taught us by Jzsus- 
CukISs T, and explained by St. Paul, Rom. 3. 95 
22. I. 17, 18. 5. and. 7, which comprehend | 
the whole Chriſtian Theology; hich: is 'defigned; 
not for one People only, like that of the Law; but 
for the whole Earth. The: Firſt is, the general 


Corruption of Nature in Adam, and, in Conſe- A 
quence of that, the Reign of Sin, till the:eomung: | 


of Jesus CHx15sT. The Second ie, the Repara- 
tion of our Nature in the new Adam, and the 


Keign of Chriſtian Righteouſneſs: by his Grace: 


The Third is, the Condemnation of Sinners, and 
the total Deſtruction of the Kingdom of Sin, and 
of all the Power of the Devil, by. the laſt Judg: 


ment.“ 


Hx 0 us 70 Sin in!Ourſcives; of Richte« 


ae in CHRIS H, of Judgment upon the Devil. 


and our Corruptions. This Conviction af Sin, 
wih generality by People, means no more 


than: 
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than an Acknowledgment, in general, that they 
are Sinners. Sinners ſay they, Gop help us; 
to be ſure we are all Sinners: What elſe ſhould . 
we be?” And this many fay with as great an Air 
of Unconcernedneſs and Indifferency, as if they © 
only ſaid © We are mortal Creatures, feeling 
no more Burden or Preſſure, on Account of Sin, 
than of Weight, from a Feather on their Shoul- 
ders; and being poſſibly more concerned at an 
Affair of a few! Shillings, a ſmall Diſappointment, 
the Loſs of a Child or Friend, than ever they 
were for the Sins of their Heart and whole Life. 

But true Convidtion of Sin, is quite another 
Thing. It is ſuch à Senſibility of ones original 
Corruption, and adtual Tranſgreſſions, as begets 


Neart- felt Sorrow and Contrition of Spirit, pro- 


ducing an utter Deteſtation of paſt Wickedneſs, 
andthe moſt careful Endeavour for preſent Amend- 
ment. This Senſe of Things; of a Sinners State 
and Danger, is repreſented in Scripture as a heavy 
Burden, a Load which afflicts the Conſcience of 
the convinced Sinner. It is called a wounded 
Spirit. It is a certain Diſſection of the inward 
Man of the Heart; ſuch as the piercing of. a 
'Two-edgediiSword makes between the Joints and 
Marrow-of the Body; It is a tearing and ſmiting 
the inmoſt Soul. J=ssvs Cur1srT - repreſents 
the Condition of ſuch Perſons, as being weary 
and: heavy Laden, and invites them to come to 
Him for Refi. The Language of ſuch Hearts 
is expreſſed by the Prophet in theſe Words, Au- 
guiſb bath taken hold of us, and Pain, as of a Mo- 
man in Travail, Jerem. 6. 24. And by the Apoſ- 
tle, Wretched' Man tbat I am, who ſball deliver 
_ me? By another, Loxp, 1 am oppreſſed, Under- 
| take for me't mot Ol: 4 * | 1 wy | 
in 7951.70 VU 220 6 MICE 
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| Tun Effefts of this Convidion are: ſometimes- 


diſcernible in the Body. David roared becauſe'of 


| the Diſuietude of his Heart. - The-Jailor (Ar 


16.) trembled, was aſtoniſhed, and in the utmoſt. 


Conſternation, enquired, What ſtall I do to be ſu- 


ved ? It ſometimes occaſions fleepleſs Nights, wen- 
riſome Days, and a very loathing of Food. Lea, 
the very Countenance often waxes pale, and De- 


jection ſpreads itſelf over the whole. Man; ac- | 
cording to thoſe: Words of the P/almift, When  - 


thou with Rebukes doſt corre}. Man for Ini 

quity, Thou. makeſt bis Glory, or Beauty, to con- 

ſume away, like a. Moth fretting a Garment, 
Ma x can bear to hear and read all this well 


. enough: To conſiderate Perſons, it alſo ars 


perfectly Reaſonable. For, if Effects of this 


| Sort; are often produced, (and we ſee daly they 
this Word, the 
daily Incidents of human Lite; ſuch as Lofs f 


are,) from Cauſes reſpeQi 


Reputation, Failure in Trade, Declenßon in 
Fortune, public Diſgrace, Death of Relations 
or Friends, and ten thouſand Accidents beſide: 
If, on Conſiderations of this Kind, Men loſe their 


Reſt, find a Loathing to Meats and Drinks, ap- 
pear melancholy, diſpirited;: and the likes With. 


bow much more Reaſon is there Canſe to be ſo, 


when the Spirit of the living: Gon, convitices a 
Sinner, that: his Crimes deſerve Damuatiom; and 
that he is deſtitute of that Converſion and Holi- 


neſs, without which the Scripture declares, No 


Man ball ſee the Loxp ? In the ſame” Propot-- - FJ A 


tion that the Worth of the Soul exceeds the 
Body, and Eternity overbalances' a Moment of 
Time; ſo do the Things that relate to our S. 


eternal Welfare, affect the Minds of ſuch as 


are impreſſed with a Senſe of their Importance: 


E 5. ee e 


3 „ ah * 


Vea, to ſuch a Degree as outweighs every other 


*Conſfideration; : VF 

T uxE Death of the Body puts a final Period to 
all the Afflictions, and moſt exquiſite Miſeries of 
this mortal Life: And thoſe temporal Things, 
whoſe Loſs ſo deeply affect us, and we fo ſadly 


deplore, are within the Space of a few Fears, 


Months or Days, beyond the Poſſibility of giving 
us either Joy or Pain. But though Death is thus 
the laſt, effectual Refuge, for all the Ills attending 


this Scene of Sorrow and Shadows; yet, to the 


Ungodly, it is no other than the Beginning of 


Sorrows; Sorrows worthy the Name! H bo can 


duell with everlaſting Burnings ? The convinced 
«IS Sinner knowing | this, Cannot but be deeply 
Ho knew I, may ſueh an one ſay, but another 
Day may find my poor Soul conſigned to eternal 
Torments | My Sins fly in my Face, and as a fore 
Burdem, are too heavy for me to bear. Perhaps 
on this Breath depends my eternal State; and yet 


all my Work, alas! is yet to do. O Heavens 
If Mercy be there, extend it to the moſt un- 
worthy, the moſt helpleſs: of Mortals! LP 
Bur however: reaſonable this appears in The- 


ory, aſcertained: by the Teſtimony; of Seripture 
and Experience, yet when Men ſee it exemplified 
in living Inſtances; when they ſee or hear of 


ſuch or ſuch an one, who, from this Conviction 


of Things, is, as thoſe Paſſages defcribe, full of 
Fear, Sorrow, Anxiety; burthened, afflicted; 


the Remembrance of whoſe Sins is grievous, and 


the Burden intolerable; do they not account it 


all mere Weakneſs, Folly, Enthuſiaſm, Madneſs 
itſelf? Are they not ſtraightway ſtumbled, and 
grievouſſy offended? Do they not go ſo far, as 
to aſcribe this Work of the divine Spirit, 5 _ 


her 


to 
5 Of 
12s, 
idly 
ars, 
Ang 
thus 
ding 
the 


g of | 


can 
nced 


eply 


ther 
ernal 
i ſore 
haps. 
d yet 


rens! 


t un 


The- 
pture 
lified 
ear ol 
iQion 
ull of 
ited; 
5, and 
unt it 
adneſs 
4, and 
far, as 
5 ſome 


Deſect 


77 the JEWS a Stumbling Block. 107 


Defect in the Head, a diſturbed Imagination; the 


Sophiſtry of Men, or the very Devil himſelf-? 
And have not the Cells of Bedlam often re- 
ſounded with Groans: to Gap. for Salvation, 
from Perſons. ſent there to be cured of what their 


Friends called Madneſs ?. But which, in reality 
was no other than this awakened: Senfe of Sin 


and Guilt, producing  the-. deepeſt Solicitude of 


Spirit: And can only be relieved. by. the Reve- 
lation of ,CHg15sT- to the Heart; by the Parta- 
king oſ that Peace, which, ſaith CHAISH to ſuch,, | 


T will give unto you... a 


% 


«© War Need, ſay they, of all this Ado, : | | 


about Religion? Be not righteous. over much, for 


why ſhould*ft thou. deſtroy thyſelf? (the Words 


of Solomen's Heathen.) Gop.is merciful ; CHRIST 


hath died, &c.“ Commoneplace Words, which, 


with them, are without any Meaning ; but with - 


which; Sinners flatter themſelves, till their Ini- 


 queity be found hateful. And if they take upon 
them to adviſe. in the preſent Caſe, it is, like 


giving ſtrong Spirits to a Perſon in a burning 
Fever, which only ſerve to enereaſe his Flame, 
or kill-him outright: They ſend Gop's Patients 


| (fo to ſpeak) to Company, Cards, Plays, Divers 
ſions in general, the Devil himſelit for Cure. 
Spare us, good LOR, and lay not this Folly to 
our Charge ! Open the Eyes of ſuch as yet put 


Darkneſs for: Light; who, though they are blind, 
yet think they ſee, and whoſe. Sin and Condeni- 


nation therefore. remain againſt them, Jobn g. 


30, 47. Sbew us, good Lon, thoſe Things 
which belong to our Peace, before they are for 


ever hid from our Eyes ! 


 SeconvLy : With. regard to that further Work: 
of the. Hor GrosT, which our Loxy e- 
e e preſſes. 
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| by convincing coufſneſs'; What 
Idea - Mts of this? Per a dwel wpon the 
different Acceptations of the Expreſſion, in holy 
Seripture; it means in the Paſſage referred to, 
that Righteouſnefs, by which a Sinner, r 
the Mercy of Gop, is made or becomes ri 
teous: It 5 is, in other Words, that Work of be 
Spirit of Gop, whereby the awakened: Sinner is 
made acquainted with the Proviſion, which God, 
in the Riches of | his Grace and Mercy, hath 
provided for the Relief and Salvation of all 
weary, heavy laden Souls; who, conſcious of 
their Guilt, Demerit, and utter Diſability to 
help themſelves, long, and pray for the Redemp- 
Lion which is in Jasbs CHRISs TH; the Manifeſta- 
tion of that Grace, called in Scripture,” the Righ- 
__ + of Gop, Rom. 10. 3. | 
| Hus, faith Currsr, He ſhall take of the 
| Things of mine and fhew them'\unto you. He ſhall 
point your weary, wounded Souls, to your Cre- 
ator, expiring on the Crofs, in your ſtead. He 
mall ſhew you that 7, 2050 Fnew no Sin, was ne-. 
vertheleſs made Sin for you 3; treated as the vileſt 
k” jar and a real Sin-Offerinig in your ſtead ; 
ou "might be made the Righteoufnefs of Gov 
7 may be inveſted with that Righteoufnefſs | 
which Go approves, and which is no leſs a 
Righteouſneſs, than that of Gon Himſelf! 
f is in this manner, the holy Spirit takes of 
the Things of CurisT, and ſhews them to us; 
even to our Hearts. He writes the Forgiveneſs 
there, which the Lams's Blood purchaſed on 
the Croſs; and by his powerful, internal Ope- 
rations, changes our whole Soul from alt its evil 
Tendencies, and, unhappy 'Tempers, till the Mind 
that i is in. Curr, become ours alſo. | 


8 
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Mi1LTon beautifully deſcribes what this Con- 
viction of Righteouſneſs means, when, according 


"I to the Divinity of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 5. 21 „he 
2 ſings concerning CHRIST, | 
Ig 
- : His Merit | 
e Imputed ſball abfolue them who renounce . 
5 Tbeir own, both righteous and unrighteous Deeds, 
, And live in him tranſplanted, and from Him 
h Receive new Life. * 
U 
of Tur Goſpel Diſpenſation. i is called, The Mi- 
o 3 niflration of Righteouſneſs Therein, ſaith the 
p- Apoſtle,” the Righteouſneſs of Gop it revealed, 
a- from Faith to Faith: It is attained by Faith; it 
b is likewiſe fetained and encreaſed by the continual 
| | Exerciſe thereof: Even the Righteouſneſs of Go”, 
the which is by Faith of JESUs CHRIST, unto all, and 
all upon all them that believe: For, continues the 
e- Apoſtle, There is no Difference; For all have 
He nned and come | ſhort of the Glory of God ; being 
ne- juſtified freely by bis Grace, through the Redemp- 
eſt tion that is in JE8Us CHR18T : Whom Gop hath - 
id; ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith in 
ob bis Bload, to declare bis Righteouſneſs for the Re- 
1efs miſſion. of Sins that are paſt, through the For- 
8 2 bearance of our God. 


Tux awakened Sinner finds he has no Righte- 
ouſneſs of his own, to which he may truſt . 5 
fatety, than ; 

dead in Sins and left 
Alenement for bimſelf, or Ofring meet, 


pe- Indebted and undone bath Now bt to bring. + 
evil 
ind hi this iis Extremity, when all _ nes, 


* his one, only Reſource i is, Loxp, ſave or I 
gers 


rox . ® Paradiſe Lot. f 1 
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periſh ! the Spirit of Gop, like cooling Breezes 


to the Aare Traveller, or Springs of Water, 
burſting up in the parc hed Deſart; like ſeaſon- 


able Relief to him that is ready to periſh, ſnews 
the diſtreſſed · Soul, that in the Lok p he hath 
Righteouſneſs and Strength ; that in CHRIST there 


is plenteous Redemption! He points the weary 


Sinner to the Lamb of Gop, that taketh away 
the Sins of the World, and enables him to be- 
lieve in that ſuffering Vids for the Remiſſion 
of his Sins. He believes and finds Reſt to his. 
Soul! He underſtands, by happy: Experience, the. 
Import of thoſe Words of CHRIST, A Wo- 
man when ſhe is in Travail, hath Sorrow be- 
cauſe her Hour is come: But, as ſoon as ſhe is 
delivered of the Child, ſhe remembreth no more 
the Anguifh, for Joy that a Man is anf into the 
World, Fobn 16. 21. | 
| Nov tbe Spirit of Bondage; 3 that-i is, ha HoLy. 
Queer, who had cenvinced the Sinner of his 
Bondage in Sin; his State of Captivity to his 
Luſts, the World, and the Devil; 1 is become 4 
Spirito Adoption, crying in the Heart .of the juſ- 
tified Perſon, Abba Father : The Spirit bimſel 
'beareth Witneſs with his Spirit, that be is a Child 
of Gop: He perceives himſelf brought up, as 
out of the Mire and Clay, and his Feet fixed 
upon a Rock: He:was. dead, but is now alive; 


, but is found ! Words fail, adequately to 


expreſs the happy Difference which ſuch a Fariou 


finds in himſelf: 


A, when 4 . much, from thick, poll ted 47. 


Darkneſs, and Stench, and ſu ffocating Damps, 


And dungeon Horrors, by kind Fate diſcharg'd, 


i — ſome fair E minence, where Ether "s 
| 1 
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Surrounds him, and Elyſian Proſpecłi riſe, 1 


Flis Heart exults, bis Spirits caſt their Load; 


As if new Born, be triumphs in the Change ; 


Breaths Hopes immortal, and affefts the Skies.* 


Now there is Joy in the Preſence of the An- 
gels of Gop, and Heaven and Earth unite in the 
Praiſes of him, whoſe Righteouſneſs imputed 
abſolves the Sinner: Who hath loved us, and 


 avaſhed us from our Sins in bis vwn Blood ! Be- 


lieving in Jesvs, he can with Triumph declare, 


No Condemnation now I dread ; 
Jxsus, and all in Him is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, | 
And clothed in Ric6nuTrousNEss Di- 
„ vine, . | "4 7 | 
Bald, I approach tb' eternal Throne, 
And claim the Crown thro CHRIST, my own! 


Tre hath Gop done * and thus he effectually 
works by his Spirit, in the Hearts of them that 


delieve. 


Bur how is this whole Work of Gop, con- 


vincing of Sin and Righteouſneſs, accounted of 
by the Generality of the World ; even 


by many 
of the ſober Part of it, who make Conſcience of 


religious Duties, and take ſome- Pains to ſerve 


GOD? Why, like the Fews of old, with reſpe&. 
to our Loxp's mightieſt Works, they find out 
fome way to evade, queſtion, or reject the 

hole, as mere Frenzy, Fanataciſm, Extrava- 


gance or Nonſenſe. Some Perſons indeed who 


are of a more benevolent, and leſs cenſorious 
Diſpoſition, impute, however, all Pretenſions 
to a Work of, this Nature, to ſome Diſorder in 


F the 
Night Thoughts. 
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the animal Economy, ſome; irregular Motion in 
the Blood or Spirits; which they hope will go 
off after cool Reflection, and the Help of proper 
Medicine and Advice. ROT | 

'Vaar there is an apparent Difference for the 
Better, in the Perſons thus wrought upon, is too 
evident to be denied, to all that will but ſee. 
But that they ſhould imagine themſelves in the 
Favour of Go, through the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST ; that they ſhould rejoice in a. ſure Truſt 
and Confidence, that their Sins are forgiven them, 
and they reconciled to the Favour of Gop: * 
This is as offenſive to many modern Chriſtians, as 
our Saviour's declaring, that Go is his Father, 
was to the Jews in his Fime ; or as when he 


ſaid to the Sick of the Palſy, Thy Sins are forgiven. - 


Which the Jews vehemently reſented, declaring, 
He ſpeaketh Blaſphemy.. Matth. .-.  _ 
Wu the chief Prieſts and Scribes faw the 
wonderful Things which he did, we read, they 
were fore diſpleaſed. And Jtsus ſaid; Have he 
never read, Out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck= 
lings thou haſt per fected Praiſe 2 He is the ſame 
| Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever ; and by him, all. 
that believe, are now, as well as in the Apoſtle's 
Times, juſtified from all Things, from which. 
they could not be juſtified. by the Law of Moſes. 
By Him the blind yet receive their Sight, the 
lame wall, the Lepers are cleanſed, and the dead: 
are raiſed to ſpiritual Life! The Goſpel is 
reached to the Poor, and out of the Mouths: of. 
es, the Praiſes of God. are perfeCted, are 
celebrated. When the old Fetus ſaw and heard 
theſe Things, they were ſtraightway offended in 
CurisT ; they were filled with Wrath and. 


» The Wards of the Homily.on Juſtification. . 
; bY Ly Is * Envy, 
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Envy, and urged the Removal of him from the 


Earth. '- . 1 8 81 1 
AND are there none of a like Spirit amongſt 


us? None who take Offence at the Manner in 


which CHRIS promotes his Kingdom; the In- 
ſtruments he makes uſe of, and the Succeſs with 


which he is pleaſed to bleſs the Endeavours of | 


weak Inſtruments z | 


by / mall, 


| Accompliſhing great Things, by Things deem's 


- _ weak 


Fubverting worldly AHrong, ed worldly wiſe, 


By fimply meet 


Wourp to Gov there were none of this 


Character amongſt us! The Goſpel of CHRIH 


would then make its Way to many more Hearts, 
and be productive of its genuine Frans 1 
Oux Lorp exactly repreſents the Jews of 
his Time, and in them, many of this Genera- 
tion, in the Parable of the Fa 

Sons, mentioned, Matth. 21. | | 
„War think you? A certain Man had 
two Sons, and he came to the firſt, and ſaid, 
Son, go work to Day in my Vineyard. He an- 
ſwered and ſaid, I will | 

pented and went. And he came to the Second, 
and ſaid in like Manner. And he anſwered and 
laid, I go Sir, and went not. Whether of them 
twain did the Will of his Father? The Fews 


ſaid unto him the Firſt (fo paſſing Sentence 


againſt themſelves.) JzsUs then makes the Ap- 
plication, and ſaid unto them, Verily 1 ſay unte 


Jou, that the Publicans and the Harlots enter into 


the Kingdom of God before you. 
* Milton, 


ather and his two 


not; but afterwards re- 
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Tat Parable,' no doubt, reſpects primarily: 


the Gentiles and the Jews : By the ſecond Son 
is ſhewn the State of ſuch-Perſons, who by their 


Profeſſion of Religion, and Obedience to Gov's. | 
Service, give Ex pectations of Acceptance with, 
and Approbation from Gop ; but who, by their 

Refufal of actual Compliance with his Methods 


of Salvation, forfeit all Title thereto. Such were 
the Jes: Such are all, of every Denomination, 
who profeſs to know Gop, but in Works ; by the 
Fenour of their Lives, deny Him; and evidence 
their Eftrangedneſs from, and total Ignorance of 
Him. The firſt Son, repreſents all thoſe, who, 
by their utter Neglect of Religion, and Refuſat 


of Conformity to the Divine Inſtitutions, forbid 


all Expectation of doing well; nevertheleſs, 
afterwards, refleQting on their Follies, and con- 
vinced of their Diſobedience, return to their 
Duty; repent, believe, and are ſaved. Such 
were many of the Gentiles : Such are all who 
were once of bad Morals, and unrighteous Con- 
verſation, but are now converted to Gp. 
Tus doth the Son of Gop Himſelf,” the 
true Judge of Hearts, and exact Obſerver of 
human AQtions and Intentions, deſcribe the Con- 
dition of the religious Phariſees, and profligate 
Sinners; giving, at the ſame Time, in reſpect 
to the End of both, the Preference to the Latter. 
{ I Not that our LoR D would 1 confound the 
Ihe Piſlinction between Virtue and Vice; and much 
leſs would inſinuate, that a vicious AQtion is 
preferable to a virtuous : Such a Thought 
would be ſhocking and blaſphemous ; unworthy 
the Gop of immaculate Purity, who Joveth 

| Righteouſneſs and bhateth Fniquity : But Jesvs 
CIS T, would hereby dethrone the Pride of 
human Righteouſneſs, remove the Danger of 

3% | People's 


People's valuing themſelves upon mere Profeſſi- 
ons, national or parental Privileges, outward 
Communion with even the moſt reformed 
Churches, and the like; and ſhews, that the 
vileſt conſcious Sinner, is nearer Salvation, a 
fitter Object of the Divine Compaſſions, than 
the moſt ſelf-righteous Phariſee. | 
Isg AEL, which followed after Righteouſneſs, 
faith St. Paul, hath not attained to the Law of 
Righteouſneſs ; came ſhort of the Righteouſneſs 
which is preſcribed by the Law; the End of 


continues the Apoſtle, they ſought it not by Paith, 
but as it were; (if not profeſſedly, yet really) by 
the Works of the Law : For they ſtumbled at that 
Humbling Stone, Rom. 9. 31, 32. The Apoſtle 
adds farther, They bave a Zeal for Gon; but 


So OR rr wee ti IE 


rant of Gop's Righteouſneſs, and going about 10 
eflabliſh their own Righteouſneſs; ſtriving to 
1. maintain the Dignity of their own Works, per- 
7 formed by the Strength of Nature, and ſet-up 


Oo I 1. 


ſubmitted themſelves to the' Righteouſneſs of God, 
Rom. LO ĩͤ v . | 

Tuts ſelf-righteous Spirit, which, where-eyer 
it is found, properly conſtitutes a Few, was dif= 
cernible in the Whole of the Fews? Conduct, 
with Reference to our LORD. They obſerved, 


People, of whatever Character or Profeſſion, 


Troops of the poor, and maimed, and halt and 
blind, and great Sinners ſtill following him. A 


Loxp's Diſciples, are ever at his Heels. He 
keepeth Company, yea, eateth with Publicans 
| HRP | "mn 
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which is CHRIST. And wherefore ? Becauſe, 


not according to Knowledge. For, they being igno- 


m the Room of God's | Righteouſneſs; have not 
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that he became the Companion of all Sorts of 


who had Recourſe to him. He had whole 


goodly Pack, ſaid the Fews in effect, to our 
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116 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
and Sinners. Ixsus, himſelf, by a mild Anſwer, 
full of heavenly Meaning, corrects their Miſ. 

take, by letting them know, The MA bolèe need not 
a Phyſician, but they. that are ſitk; and that, 
be came, not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
Repentance. FL 

Bur, their Spirit in this Particular, and the 
true Nature of the Goſpel Grace, is, in no In- 

Nance, more diſcernible, than in the Converſa- 
tion which JesUs had with Simon the Phariſee, 
Luke 7. He invited our Lox p to eat with him. 
And a Woman in the City, who was à Sinner, 
a great, notorious Sinner, . wheti ſhe knew that 
Jesvs ſat at Meat in the Phariſee's Houſe, came, 
and ſtood at his Feet behind him weeping ; waſh- 
ed his Feet with her tears, wiped them with the 
Hair of her Head, and kiſſed them! Simon, on 
this Occaſion, began to alter the favourable 
Sentiments, tis probable, he had conceived of 
our LoxpD's Wiſdom and Goodneſs. He ſpake 
within himſelf, ſaying, if this Man were a Pro- 


phet, he would have known who, and what Man - 
der of Woman this is that toucheth him; for 


ſhe is a Sinner.“ And therefore, according to him, 
our Loxp would have driven her out of his Sight 
with Indignation, and upbraided her with 
Inſolence and Preſumption, for coming near ſo 
good and holy a Perſon. But, ſays Jesvs, an- 
iwering the Thoughts of his Heart, Simon, you 
are quite wrong in your Notions; you entirely 
miſtake the Deſign of my coming into the 
World; your Ideas of me and the Goſpel State 
of Things, are as wrong as they poſſibly can be. 
This is the Import of our Lokp's Anſwer: And 
the Parable which there follows, concerning the 
Creditor and his two Debtors, extorts an involun- 
tary Confeffion from the Phariſee's own 1 5 F 
8 whic 


Tothe JEWS a Stumbling Black. 117 


1 repreſents the true State of the Goſpel 
Covenant, and the great Love of pardoned Sin- 
ners: By which Parable, the Son of Gop ſets 
forth the gracious Deſigns of Heaven towards 
Sinners, in the Diſpenfation of the Goſpel, 
which makes Proviſion for the vileſt Offen- 
ders, and offers its living, healing Waters to All, 
without Exception, who thirſt for them, and will 
but come and drink. Poor Simon ! He accuſes 
Jesus of not knowing Sinners, and it is he him- 
ſelf who knows not his God, and removes ſtill 
further from Him. He might have known Thee, 
O Irsos, by thy Love to Sinners. Thou know- 
eſt them better than they know themſelves. lt is 
Thou who draweſt them to thyſelf, who inſpireſt 
them with Confidence to approach Thee; and 
who giveſt them Faith full ef love, bers ont 
they __ Thee?” ane are recogeled to F hee ! 1. 


1 TFT 10 OR this" Partiedfar}' ths 
Work of the HoLy SyirrT, in purifying the 
Heart of Man ; thoſe internal Operations, Illu 
minations, Reproofs, Comforts and Sorrows, | 
which the Divine Spirit begets in the Souk of 
the Regenerate, and whereby they are made l. 
glorious "within, are filled with Love, and be- 
come Habitations' of- GoD ; theſe are fet, by all 
who know not Gob, on the fame Footing with 


Spirit 


Now it is not more arti” or more 6 


revealed, that there is any'HoLy Gnosr, thi 4 


that thoſe. ſeveral internal N are aſ- 
eribed to Him in Holy Scripture! He is faid to 
be ſent into our Hearts; to dwell in us. That 
he ſhould be thus with, yea in us, is the great 


Wen of the new Covenant. - The frequent 
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118 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
Language of the Prophets runs in this Strain, J 
will pour out my Spirit upau you; and J will put * 
my Spirit within you: To the ſame Effect are Ot 
thoſe Words, Heb. 8. 10: This is the Cove- of 
nant that I will make with the Houſe of //rael an 
after thoſe Days, faith the LORD; I will put my of 
* Laws into their Mind, and write. them in their th 
Hearts: And, I will be to them a God, and va 
they ſhall be to me a People.“ The Prophets, , 
likewiſe, mention the Effects of this internal Di 
Reſidence of the Hol Y GRHOS TH; which agree, Li 
| in Sum, with our Lokn's own Words of of 
Promiſe, John 7. © Jtsus ſtood and cried, if A 
| any Man thirſt, let him come to me and drink. 8 
lle that believeth on me, out of his Belly, (as hit 
Il the Scripture hath ſaid) ſhall flow. Rivers of living i L. 
Water! This ſpeak he of the Spirit, which they age 
' - that believe in him ſhould receive.” (See Iſai. 12. * 
il -3. and 35. 6. and 44. 3. and 58. 11. Zech. 13. 1.) * 
| Ap, that no one ſhould” plead Ignorance, or 08! 
alledge the Impoſſibility of knowing whether "a 
Perſons have this Divine Gueſt dwelling within bow 
them or no; St, Faul gives us a Catalogue of 3 
Properties, or Fruits of the HoLy SPIRIT; by bas 
attending to which, every one may judge for Fax 
himſelf, whether he belongs to CHRIST or not: 8 
For, if any Man bave not the Spirit Cnkisr, 6. 


he is none of. bis, Rom. 8. Theſe Fruits are as ; 
follow 1 namely, Love, Joy | Peace, | Long· ſuf⸗ #0 
fering, pins rk Faith, Meekneſs, Fe 


mperance ::; Againſt theſe, adds the Apoſtle, 0 
there is no L. I be live in the Spirit, let us = 
walk in, the Spirit. As if he; had ſaid, “ Theſe, is 
are the true Marks. and Proof of our being alive. b 


| to Gop., Let us go on then in this Life, walk- 
ing according to the Motions of this holy Spirit.“ Nat 
£3 AND how! glorieus a Life muſt that be, of | 


bin which 
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which the Spirit of Gop is the Principle, the 
Mover, and the End! His Operations are vari- 
ous; but his Fruit is One, even the Purification 
of our Souls, for the holy Service and everlaſt- 
| ing Enjoyment of Gop. He is, like the Springs 


ww OO a. | 


the Trees of the heavenly Jeruſalem, bearing 
continual Fruit. He joins Things below. with 
hings above Heaven with Earth, Lite witli 
Death! that Mortality might be  Jaoiowed up of 
Life, and Sin be deſtroyed, by the Inhabitation 
of its holy Conqueror, even 0 'OUR SAN C- 


6 5 ay —— 


. hed — 2 


f TIFIER. 
: As the Chriſtian's 880 Glory: lies les | 
him, ſo his ſtrongeſt Combats are there. The 
Fleſh Tufleth againft the Spirit, and the} Spirit 
5 againſt the. Fleſb. There is an inward Conteſt, 
: as between two mighty Powers, each ſtriving for 
) the Maſtery. And, indeed, the prineipal Secret 
of the Chriſtian Life, conſiſts (as far as it reſpec̃ts 
bh our proper Powers) in duly conducting ourſelves, 
. with Reference to the Motions of the One, and 
of the Other; in giving Place to the Operations 
: of the: good Spirit, ſo as to deny ourſelves What 
3 ever tends; to lead our Souls from Gon, or 
4 ſtrengthens the Reſiſtance, which corrupt Nature 
ay makes to the Will and Workings of the Hor. x 
cy Ghost within us. 1 
87 Tbe Motions of Sin, PRES are in our  Mankers,: 
7 tend continually, to bring forth Fruit unto per 3-4 
*% From without likewiſe, there are number 
Ai Solicitations, 'to indulge and encreaſe thoſe = 
nh Tendencies. Of ourſelves we can do but little 
"hy towards reſiſting or conquering. Our Strength 
K. s mere Weakneſs, our Wiſdom but Folly; and 
5 every Effort we make, in the bare Strength of 


e only eos! our total Weakneſs and Inn, 


of Eden, from whence iſſue many Rivers; or 
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capacity, without the Grace of Gop, to over. 
come the leaſt of our Enemies, or go on in our 
heavenly Courſe. Our whole Power and Free- 
dom, conſiſts in yielding ourſelves to the Motions 
of the Fleſh and the World, or to the Motions of 
Gon's Spirit; But this Divine Spirit conſults our 
Peace, and when the Enemy comes in as a Flood, 
lifts up a Standard againfi bim. His inward 
Leadings, point out to us the Paths of Peace, and 
Safety; and his powerful Influences, enable us to 
walk in them. 'He ſhews us our Danger, and 
detects our Corruption: In His Light we ſee 
Light: What no human Eye can behold, or the 
moſt exact Obſervation diſcover, the Holy Spirit; 
as the Candle of the Lok within us, makes plain 
to our Heart, pointing us, at the ſame Time, to 
the only Fountain of Strength and Purity. We 
receive of CHRIST'Ss Fulneſs. His Strength is 
made perfect in our. Weakneſs : And thus the 
Kingdom of 'Gop is brought into the Heart: V. 
know we are of Gop, by his Spirit that he bath 
given us: Our whole Converſation becomes in- 
nuenced by his Divine Grace; the Soul becomes 
as a watered Garden, fruitful and flouriſhing in 
every holy Affection and heavenly Temper, to the 
Tuis is a brief Sketch of ſome of the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, on the Heart of Man, 
in the Work of Regeneration; according to our 
Lord's three-fold Diſtinction. There are, it is 
true, Diver /ities of Operations by the ſame Spirit. 
There were, in the early Days of Chriſtianity, 
Gifts of n working of Miracles, and ſe- 
veral Acts of Gop's immediate Power, which 
were properly miraculous ; fuited to the Needs of 
thoſe Times, for the Conviction of the Jewiſb 
and 8 Heathen World, and for the more firm 
© eg ö W 
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Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in the World. But 
when Things came to a more ſettled State, 
after the Scriptures were written, and the Kings 


Is of the Earth became Chriſtian, thoſe miracu- 
f lous Exertions of Divine Grace, gradually ſub- 
Ir ſided, and gave place to thoſe more ſettled, uniform, 


a, and ordinary Operations, which have their bleſſed 


d Influence on the Heart and Lives of Chriſtians; _ 
d by whoſe Converſation, it has been ſaid, more 
to Perſons were converted to Chriſtianity, in the 


id primitive Days, than by all the Miracles of 
e WW Chart and bis 8 
AND thoſe ordinary Operations, which wrought 
ſo effectually in the early Days of the Goſpel, . 
are ſtill the Privilege of all true Believers in 
CHRIST : They are as neceſſary to our perſonal 
Holineſs, and future Glory, as they were then. 
We muſt abſtain from Sin as they did; muſt 
pray, and love, and deny ourſelves, take up our 
Croſs, ſuffer, (according to the Divine Pleaſure) 
believe, and live as they did, if we mean to 
enjoy their Felicity, to ſhare in their Glory. 
Gop, Heaven, Grace, Sin, Human Nature, 
have undergone no Change ſince thoſe Days. 
Whatever was neceſſary, in order to the Salvatiorn 
of a Sinner in the Days of CHRIST, is equally.” 
neceſſary at this Day, The Apoſtle's Words are 
equally true of the antient as well as the pre. 
ſent Times; namely, that without Holineſs no 
Man can fee the Logd. Heb. 12. 1114. 
Ap, yet, plain as all this appears to every 


thoſe who explode the Whole, as mere Frenzy, 
Madneſs and Folly. <* Such Things, ſay they, 
might have been looked for and expected in the 
primitive Days, the Times of CHRIST and his 

\ Apoſtles ; But to think 8 knowing them Tow. * 
LES e 


truly conſiderate Perſon, there are not wanting 
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is no other than Preſymption and Folly.” And 
ſo the w ork of Regeneration, is conſidered 


only as an , upſtart, novel Doctrine; which weak, 


cunning, deſigning, or enthuſiaſtic Men, have in- 


troduced to ſerve ſome ſiniſter Defign ; to perplex 


the Minds of weak People, and which they 


gravely ſay, renders Religion contemptible. Thus 
the Truth of Gop; his true Doctrine, the Way 
which the . Scripture points out to Life and Bleſ. 


ſedneſs, is made a Lie, is deemed falſe and vain; 
and the Chriſtians, ſo called, of 1765, diſcover 
the ſame Tempers, and Averſion towards the Goſ- 
pel, that the Fews of the Years 33, and.70 did. 
But, bleſſed be Go, all are not of this Mind. 
Though Miracles are ceaſed, (ſays one of our 
Biſhops, late of this Age, on the Subject of 


preaching in particular,) yet the Power of Faith 
remains ſtrong and mighty, in order to the great 
and glorious Ends of Religion; the Love of 
Gov and Man; the preſent and everlaſting Sal- 


vation of our Souls: And to this Day, thus much 


is ſure, that the | Ig eee a Man hath 

for the Illumination of his Mind 
and Conveyance of his Matter; and the. more 
entire Truſt he hath in Gop, for the neceſſary 
Concurrence of his Grace with his Words, and 
whole Deportment; if he is not wanting in his 
own Endeavours, ſo much the greater will be 


upon the Spirit, 


his Succeſs and Reward. | 


© IT-is a very uncertain Way of:judging of the 


- Succeſs of Preaching, by the Opinion of Met 


They are, indeed, many of them, roper Judges 


of What is good in itſelf, and how far it is agree- 
able to them; but its being approved of Gov, 


and its real Uſefulneſs to the beſt Intereſts of 
Men, depend upon the immediate Infſuence of 
the Spirit of Gop. So that many Preachers, 5 


who 


r Fa 287. 
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who might have been in much Ef deem for their 
Feen ene e 

oquence, may find that all the while they. ſowed 


our Minds with 2 firm Belief, that whatever may 
appear to ourſel ves or others, yet, nd Endow- 
N ments or Qualifications whatſoever, will give our 
Words that unſeen Energy, which noue but G 
f can give. We may, indeed, dazzle our Admi- 
s rers ; but there may be, ſtill, wanting that uſeful” 
t | Light, and neceſſary Warmth, which can come 
2 no Way but from the Father of rip mad | ; 

— Lr us then earneſtly aſæ of Gon bis 

h Spirit, ner be deceived by the vain Words of 
. Men. Let us not, by idle Excuſes and trifling 
d MW Reaſoning, put the Word of Life away from us. 
re O let us not ſteel our Breaſts, againft the Opera- 
ry tions of this holy Dove; who longs to take the 
d Foſſeſnon of our Hearts. Gop has promiſed to 
is dive his holy Spirit to them that aſk. him. Let 
5 us then pour out our Hearts before him; lay 


» > 
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And given to all Believers. 
And the Law of Faith, 


Working thro” Love, upon their Hearts ſhall: write, 


To guide them in all Truth, and alſo arm 
With ſpiritual Armour, able to reſiſt 


Satan's Aſſaults, and quench his fiery Darts. 


O Gop, my n and my Judge, ieh | 


Hold not from-me the Light of thy holy Word 


and Spirit. Let me know the true State of my 
Soul: Make me acquainted with the el, 
ſaving Workings of thy Grace: Bring Salvation, 
preſent Salvation, into my Heart. What in 


me is dark, illumin; what is low, raiſe, and 
ſupport. Make me Partaker of all the Bonefits 
of thy bitter Paſſion : Subject my Heart to thy 
Croſs. Cauſe me to love thee on Earth, and, | 
; ©, let me my thee i in Heaven. | 


II. W are in the Aedund place to aa 


Cn RIST crucified, to the Greeks Fooliſh 


Tun Greeks, ſaith St. Paul, fall after Wi 7 


the Depths of Philoſophy, and 'the Charms of 
Eloquence: They ſought the Demonſtration of 
all Things from natural Cauſes, at the ſame 
Time that Experience proved all their Reſearches 
fruitleſs.” They were Men of Wit and Reading; 


Men that had cultivated Arts and Sciences, and 


had for many Vears been, in great Meaſure, the 


very Mint of Knowledge and Learning. But 


the Things which they ſo greatly admired, the 


Apoſtles as ſtudiouſly avoided, in propagating the 
Goſpel of CHRIST. T heir Speech in private, 
and their Preaching in public, was not, with 
enticing Words 1925 Man's W 18 T 85 * 5 
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affect to appear, either fine Orators or deep 
Philoſophers; to captivate the Ear by fine 


Turns and eloquent Expreſſions, nor to pleaſe 
and entertain the Fancy with lofty Flights, or 
ſublime Notions, other than the Nature of their 
heavenly Doctrine neceſſarily implies. The Wiſ- 
dom they came with, was learned in a higher 
School than Human; and the Matter of their 
Preaching, was in itſelf ſo effectual, as not to 


need the Finery of outward Show, either in the 
Perſons who delivered it, or in the Manner of its 
Delivery. i 8 


Nor that St. Paul wanted what might have 


recommended him to the wiſe Greeks, had he 
| ſought their Favour. He was a Scholar, emi- 
nent in the Knowledge of all which conſti- 
tuted the Learning of his Times. He had been 


brought up under one of the moſt celebrated 
Teachers of his Days, and was of Capacity to 
make the beſt Uſe of ſuch an Opportunity, He 
might have boaſted of his Acquirements, and 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Parts. But he, himſelf 


tells us, that what Things ſoever were Gain to 


bim; might have procured him Wealth or 
Reputation, he accounted Loſs for CHRIST. 
This he ſpeaks with Reſpect to his State, 


the Manner of his Acceptance with Gop; 


which, is by CHRIST alone: And, as to his 


Preaching, and Matter of Study, I am deter. 
mined, ſays he, to know Nothing ſave Jxsus 


CHRIsT, and Him crucified; to make a Show 


of no other Knowledge but this; to teach No- 


thing elſe; in ſhort, to know, and make known 


Nothing, to admire and live for Nothing, but 
Irsus crucified. So that any one who heard 
| Paul preach, found him to harp ſo continually 


RT on 
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on this String, would ſay, „This Pau} knows 


than JIxsbs, and Him crucified.” | 

WRATEVER other Knowledge 
Nature, the World, and Man, this was the 
ſingle Point he diſcovered an Acquaintance with, 
and which he evermore laboured to propagate 
among his Hearers. And this, as he tells us, he 


Nothing, hardly ever ſpeaks on any other Subjeds, 


did, left the Croſs of CHRIST ſhould be made of 


"none Effect; leſt the Succeſs of the Goſpel ſhould 
Have been aſcribed to the Force of Art, and not 


of Truth; not to the plain Doctrine of Gov in- 


carnate, dying for us, but the perſuaſive Oratory 
& thoſe who ſpeak it; and by which the Honour 
of the Croſs, ſhould have been .diminiſhed and 
E **” * | ane 
Hk preached a crucified Ixsus in plain, intel- 
ligible Language, and told the People, that, 


_ | that Jesvs who was crucified at Jeruſalem, was 
the Son of Gov, and Saviour of Men; that 


| whoever would be ſaved, muſt repent of their 
Sins, and believe in him; muſt ſubmit to his 


Goyernment and Laws, and live entirely to him. 
This was the Sum of his Preaching : And theſe 


Truths, confirmed from Heaven, by Miracles, 
Signs, and Wonders, needed no artificial Dreſs : 
They ſhine out with the brighteſt Luſtre, in their 
own naked Simplicity, and native Majeſty. They 
prevailed in the World by their own Authority, 


and the Demonſtration of the Spirit, without any 


human Appendages; yea, againſt the utmoſt 


Rage and Malice of Devils and Men. They 
.. triumphed at length over all the Reſiſtance of 


Viſdom 


e, Jeius, and all the boaſted 
and Fhilofophy of che Heathen World. 


Yer 


he had of 
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Yer, ſtill, the Goſpel was, To the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs. They entertained it with Scorn and 


Contempt, and rated thoſe who embraced it, as 
ſo many illiterate, weak Perſons. That the Sin 


of one Man ſhould ſo affect the whole human 
Race, as to render them guilty, corrupt, and 
liable to endleſs Miſery; that Go p, the Creator 


of all, ſnould aſſume. Humanity, and die; that 


by his Life and Death, all the World ſhould be 


put into a Capacity of Salvation; that by believ- 


ing in him, thoſe who had been the greateſt 
Sinners ſhould find Pardon and Acceptance with 


'GoD ; be raiſed above the Fear of Death, and 


chearfully ſuffer all Things for his Sake; and that 
Faith opens a happy Intercourſe between Gop 
and the Soul, this World and the next: All 
this is to the human Ming, unenlightened by the 
holy Spirit of Gop, the very Foolifhineſs of 
Folly; Matter of Jeſt to ſome, of Contempt and 
Ridicule to others. 2 7 

War Hope to be faved by One that could 
not ſave i himſelf? And truſt in One that was 


condemned and crucified as a Malefactor? KA 
Man of mean Birth, and of poor Condition in 


Life, and cut off by fo vile and opprobrious a 


Death. This the Pride of Reafon and Learning, 


could by no Means :relifh or digeſt. The 
Greeks thought it little better than Stupidity, to 
receive ſuch a Doctrine, and pay fo high Regard 
to ſuch a Perſon. It was, in their Account, an 


entire Inverſion of the Order of Things; and 


the Apoſtles, who taught ſuch Doctrine, they 
reputed as Diſturbers of the Repoſe of Mankind. 
„ Theſe, faid the 'Greeks of Theſſalonica, that 
have turned the World upſide down, are come 


hither alſo.” At Athens they encountered the 


Aͤpoſtle, and with vo uſual Contempt, faid, 


„ What 
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« What will this Babler ſay ? Others, he ſeemeth 


to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods; becauſe he 
: preached Ixsus and the Reſurrection: He went 
on in his uſual Manner, ſetting forth his Divine 
Maſter, and all the Bleſſings of the other World, 
through Him; of which the Reſurrection of our 
Lok, is both a Proof and Earneſt. Theſe 


they called, frange Things, and a new Docirine 


brought to their Ears. 

Axp from hence, Tumults were frequently 
Taiſed whereyer the Apoſtles came ; Cities and 
Corporations were put into Confuſion, ard num- 
berleſs Stirs were made about this Way. At 
Epheſus the whole City was in Commotion. For, 


although they accounted the Doctrine no other 


than mere Folly, yet they dreaded its Conſe- 
gquences. You ſee and hear, ſaid one of them, 
that not alone at Epheſus, but almoſt throughout 
all 4/ia, this Paul hath perſuaded and turned 
away much People, ſaying, that they are not 
_Govp's which are made with Hands: | So that 


there is Danger, not only that our Craft ſhould 


be ſet at Nought; but alſo, that the Temple of 


the great Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and 
ber Majeſty deſtroyed : And, hearing this, that 


both their Trade and Religion were in danger, 


they were filled with Rage, and the whole City 


was filted with Confuſion. Some cried one Thing 
and ſome another; for the Aſſembly was confuſed, 
and the greater Part know not (what a Picture of 
modern Mobs,) for what they were come toge- 
| ther. Hals 19. 

So literally true are the Words of our Text, 
that the prerching of the crucified JEsUs, was, 


as to the Jews a Stumbling-blocks ſo to the Greeks 


| er, 7. 


a as the Words, with ReſpeR to thoſe, 
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muſt not be confined only to the Deſcendants of 


Abrabam ; fo neither are we to underſtand by 


theſe, only the Succeſſors, by Birth and Principle, 


of the Heathens of Greece, the Sects of the Stoical 


oOrEpicurean Philoſophers. For, as he is not a Few, 


in St. Paul's Senſe of the Expreſſion, who is one 
by Deſcent or Profeſſion ; but by a State of Heart 
and Behaviour ; in like Manner, it 1s not an 
Attachment to the Gods of the Heathen, and 
offering Sacrifice to dumb Idols, which conſti- 


tutes a Greek or Gentile, in the Senſe of the 


Text. To whomſoever the preaching of the 
Croſs of JesUs, or JEsUs crucified, is a Stumbling 
Block, he is aJew, has a Jewiſh Heart, be his De- 
ſcent or Profeſſion what it may: And all are 


Greeks or Gentiles, to whom the ſame appears, 


or by whomſoever it is treated, as Feolifhneſs. 
IHE only Difference between us and them 


conſiſts in this, that whereas formerly the Diſ- 
tinction between Few. and Gentile, ſa ſubſiſted, 
and they had their Sentiments ſo entirely diffe- 


rent, that the Oppoſition which the Goſpel. met 
with from both, was, as to the Spring and Mo- 
tive of it, quite different, as from diftin& Parties, 
who agreed in Nothing but their Rejection of it: 
Among us, profeſſed Chriſtians, there are both 
Tews and Gentiles, united in the ſame Commu- 
nity, and profeſſing like Objects of Worſhip-; 
Nay, the true CharaQeriſtic of both Jew. and 
Gentile, is often found in the ſame Perſon. We 


are offended at the Goſpel, and repute it. Foo- | 


liſhneſs at the ſame Lime. 


| 1 
Ax our Sin, in this Particular, is highly 


aggravated by our Privileges, ſo far ſuperior to 
thoſe of either antient.Zews or Gentiles, * That 
Truth was obſcure, and Falſhood ſpecious, and 
Opinions endleſs; and that in theſe Circum- 
enges, the Mind of Man could find no Reſt, 
5 8 becauſe 
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- becauſe Suſpence is anxious, and Aſſent almoſt 
inevitably betrayed into Miſtake ; this was the 
fad and juſt Complaint of the Heathen World, 
which, by Gop's Dereliction, had loſt its Way, 
and could not regain it by the feeble Glimmerings 
of natural Light. . 
Bor of what have we to complain, who 
grope and wander, and ſtumble at Noon Day ? 
Ours is not Ignorance, but Perverſeneſs; not 
want of a Guide, but Defection from Him. 
Thus Heaven's ſupreme Bleſſing on us in the 
Goſpel, is not annulled only, by our Perverſeneſs; 
but turned to much Hurt. We are favoured to 
our Misfortune. We are enriched to our Loſs.” 
'" YExa, there are, alas, amongſt us Heathens 


\'. Nil. For, are there not to be found in England 


at this Day, Multitudes, to whom the Goſpel 
appears as great Folly, as it formerly did to the 
Greeks of Athens or Antiach ? To inſtanee, only, 


in a few Particulars, thoſe fundamental Doc- 


trines of the Bible, contained likewiſe in our Ar- 
zicles, relating to Original Sin, Juſtification through 
Faith in CHRIST, and the Renewal of our Souls, 
after the Image of him that created us. How 
are theſe generally accounted of? Have not the 
Preaching of theſe Truths been more frequently 
ſcoffed at, treated with ſcorn, and reputed ſtrange 
Things, a new Doctrine or Religion amongſt us, 
than ever they were by the Gentiles of Greece, 
when Paul preached them amongſt that People? 
Let a Series of Facts, in the preſent Age, (to 


look no farther) and within our own Knowledge | 
declare it. How few are there, . comparatively, 


| 8 us, who are thoroughly ſenſible of hu- 
man Demerit, of the Corruption of human Na- 
ture, and the Neceſſity of Regeneration, in order 
to inherit the preſent and future Kingdom of 


Heaven? 
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i Heaven? Can you agree to that Apoſtolic De- 
e claration, By one Man, namely, Adam, Sin en- 
A tered into the World, and Death by Sin, and /o. 
, Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all haue fin- 
8 ned. And, again, By the Offence f One (ſtill 
referring to our firſt Parent's Diſobedience) 

0 Judgment came upon all Men to Condemnation, 
? Rom. 5. And have we no Hope or Expectation 

i of Pardon, Grace or Glory, ſave though the 
. Merits, the Blood and Righteouſneſs of our cru- 
e MW cifed REDEEMERR T? 1 „ 
5 ALAs, how many. are to be found amongſt us, 
0 even in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, who believe No- 
thing leſs? To whom each and all of theſe 
Ns Truths appear, either voluntarily or by Con- 
id ſtraint (for Conſcience will ſpeak)- as the greateſt 
el Extravagance, yea, Nonſenee itſelf? And, as 
* formerly among the antient Greeks, there were 
V, different Sects, various Claſſes, each of whom in 
c- MW their Turn, rejected, and ridiculed the Religion 
- of JEs us; ſome in a more groſs, and barefaced, 
gh others in a more ſubtle and inſinuating Manner: 
ls, Amongſt us, likewiſe, there are to be found in 


W our different Claſſes and Diviſions of Chriſtians, 
he Perſons who treat the © Goſpel with equal Con- 
ly tempt, and, are therefore, as little benefited by 


ge Crrisr as they were. i 
US, Taz giddy unthinking Vulgar, attend but 
ce, little to the Buſineſs of Salvation at all; they 
e? are incapable of entering into ſuch Enquiries 
(to and Reſearches, as a judicious Skill in Divine 


oe WM Things requires. On the Contrary, reje&' 
4 the plaineſt and moſt intelligible ryan 
1 which are, or can be given them: How m 

Ja- of them are there who account tbemſelves un- 
ler wort hy of eternal Life ? They are, within a 
of mall Degree ignorant of Go as the ä 
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the Field, and yet are wiſe enough in their own 
Eyes, to. reject with Indignation, the Means 
which Gop, in his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath 
provided for their Inſtruction and Salvation. 
They will periſh notwithſtanding all that Goy' 
hath done to ſave them, and all the Pains his 
Servants can take. O that they were Wiſe, and 
did but conſider their Ways l 
Bor the Evil would '* leſs grievous, if it ter- 
minated here ; if only the groſſer Sinners, and 
leſs intelligible Part of Mankind, treated the 
Goſpel of the Son of Gon, with Diſreſpect and 
Contempt. But the Caſe is far otherwiſe: Theſe 
Are often only the Apes or Jools of many of the 
more ſpeculative, and wiſe Thinkers of the World; 
to whom the Character of Greeks more eſpecially | 
belongs. The Simplicity that is in CHRIST, as 
St. Faul calls a right State of Heart and Conver- 
ſation, in regard to the Goſpel, is deemed by 
_ itheſe, no better than Weakneſs, mean ſpirited- 
neſs and Folly. Yea, the whole Circle and 
Summary of divinely revealed Truth, relating to 
CHRIS r, the holy Scriptures, the Operations of 
the holy Ghoſt, Faith, and Salvation, they rate 
as mere Trifles; Matters which, ſay they, may 
amuſe weak Women and Children,” but are too 
trivial to merit the Attention of ſuperior Reaſon. | 
They often either fmile in their Sleeves at thoſe | 
whom they judge the Subjects of this Deluſion, 
or with magiſterial Diſdain, reject the Truths 
and thoſe who receive them, as ſo, many Lies and 
_Deceivers, .: 
Ap this fate: 7 dd, 1 the Pretence 
el Want of ſufficient Evidence, whereon to 
found their Belief: They would have Things, 
whoſe very Nature are above all human Compre- 
e and which are properly. Objects o 
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Faith, and not of Reaſon, nevertheleſs, made 


mathematically plain; and all the Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, on the ſame Footing in 
Point of Demonſtration, with Euclid's Elements. 
But, how widely different is this Way of think- 


ing from that of St. Paal Let ne. Man decerve 
- himſelf, ſays the Apoſtle : {f any Man amang you 


ſeemeth to be wiſe, let him become a Fool, that he 


may be wiſe; let him renounce his own Under- 
ſtanding, as ſufficient to find out the Almighty, 
and all Manner of good Opinion of himſelf, to 
give Way to Gop's only Wiſdom; which is in- 
compatible with worldly Wiſdom, and with“ 
fleſnly Pride. For the Wiſdom of this World is 

Foolifhn 


\ 


© Far from: Humiliation, and even common 
Modeſty, ſays an eminent Writer of our own 
Church, muſt he be, who would give 
Light to- thoſe Myſteries, which St. Paul, with 
all his Learning, Eloquence and Inſpiration, 


pronounces to be to the Jews a Stumbling-block, 


and to the Greeks, thoſe moſt ſubtle ' of Men, 
Fodliſhneſs : That is, they thought it Folly to 
believe them, becauſe unintelligible z and becauſe 
they did not apprehend, that there was any Di- 
vine Authority to compel their Belief. - And 
ſuch Greeks have we; Epicurean Greeks, ſubtle 
and unbelieving ; Men who reje& Divine Aſſiſ- 


tance, as too officious, with a Sort of Diſdain, 


as if it affronted their own Abilities; and whoſe 


preſumptuous Opinions are induſtriouſly- ſpread, 


by Peſ-men through the Land'. So far Doctor 
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, with Gor » Far, be taketh the Wiſe f 
in their oton Craftinefs 3 not only while they 
think they. are acting wiſely, but by their very © 
- Wiſdom, which itſelf is their Snare, and the 
Occaſion of their Deſtruction, 1 Cor. 3.18, 19. ; 
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« Anp whence, it may be reaſonably aſked, 
comes this Averfion of philoſophical People to 
the main Point of Chriſtian Religion ? *Tis be. 
cCauſe they think all Fanatics who prefer to hu. 


ſupported 


man Reaſon, the ſure Word of Revelation; and ſo a 
they will continue to do, ttill that irreſiſtible | 
Dat, Pſal. 45. has reached their Hearts, which 
Satan aped by his Cupids. That whole wicked p 
; -Mimickry, whereby he ſtrove to blemiſh the Cre. t 
ation and Redemption, till ſtands as a Gulf < 
between the ſenſible People of the World, and \ 
* thoſe who follow the Wiſdom of the Croſs. i” 
k / © Ir a Man born blind, who had never as y 
much as heard of a Sun, Moon, and Stars, 2 
mould ſuddenly receive Sight; he would not be 
more aſtoniſhed at the firſt ruſhing in of thoe MW C 
material Glories, than would the Man by Vice 0 
ſttruck blind to Religion, be, at his firſt Con- P 
/ viQtion of -thoſe heavenly Truths, viz. Divine MW - 7 
/ Manifeſtations, awful Revelations, fulfilled Pro- ſi 
Pheſies, numberleſs Miracles, and one unbroken th 
Chain of marvellous Expedients, from before S, 
Creation to this Hour, for our Salvation; thoſe 21 
ſpiritual Luminaries; thoſe (dare I ſay ?) Sun, w 
Moon, and Stars, of the Moral World, if Gop ce 
ſhould give him Light. Till then, walking in 1 7 
Darkneſs, he muſt miſtake Danger for Safety, L 
Shame for Glory, and Miſchiet for Pleaſure ; an 
Like the Blind of Sodom, he reaches eagerly after, gl 
and prefſes hard for Enjoyment; but of real 
— of true Felicity, he cannot find the i th 
oor. 2 TS FS | | Se 
TE moſt accompliſhed Perſon, both in Un- be 
derſtanding and Morals, is never the nearer: m. 
For, as thoſe who dote upon their Fleſh, ang G 
ſeek a groſs Pleaſure-from 'ſenfual Gratifications, ou 
fall into the Devil's old Kingdom, which he PI 
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ſupported by Romances and Falſhood : So the 


Thinkers, who improve their Intellect, and abs 
ſtract from material Things, loſe themſelves in 


another Territory of his, the ſhadowy Realm of 
Speculation.z where they graſp and get nothing | 


Bur when we are converted, and become 


as little Children; forget our whole former Exiſ- 
| tence, and at the Moment of the Remiſſion of 


our Sins, let our paſt Ideas alſo be carried away 


with the Stream of CHRIS T's Blood; then we 


are favoured with new Lights, and know on 


what Foundation we are deemed in the Courts 


above. 


Warn is the wiſe, cries our Apoſtle, this ( 


Champion of our Logoy's Croſs, triumphing 
over all the Oppoſition of human Wiſdom and 
Power, to the victorious Goſpel of CHRIS TH; 


- Where is the Scribe? Where is tte Diſputer, the 
ſubtle Reaſoner of this World? What can either 


the wiſe Men of the Gentiles do? Or the Fewiſb 
Scribes ? Or the Diſputers of this World? Thoſe 
among each, who, proud of their Accuteneſs, 
were fond of Controverſy, and thought they could 
confute all Opponents. Hath not Gop made 


fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? All the valued 


Learning of this World was confounded, baffled, 
and eclipſed by the Chriſtian Revelation, and the 
glorious Triumph of the Croſs of CHRIS Tr. 


THE Heathen Politicians and Philoſophers; 
the Jewiſh Rabbins and Doctors; the curious 
Searchers into the Secrets of Nature, were all 


bewildered and nonpluſſed, at the ſimple, yet 


majeſtic Declaration and Rule of the glorious 
Goſpel. This myſterious Wiſdom of Goo, lay 
out of the Reach of the deepeſt Stateſmen 3 


Philoſophers, and the greateſt Pretenders to 
os | I Learning 
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Learning, both among Fews and Gentiles. When 
Gop would fave the. World, he made Choice 
of a Way only known to himſelf. For the World 
by Wiſdom knew not Gop. All their boaſted 
Science did not, could not, make the World ac- 
quainted with its Creator. In ſpite of all their 
Skill, Ignorance ſtil} prevailed : Iniquity flilt 
abounded. Men were puffed up with an imagi- 
nary Knowledge, and thereby rather more and 
more alienated from the true and only Fountain 
of Wiſdom and Happineſs. Therefore it pleaſed 


Gop, by the Fooliſbneſs of Preaching to Few 


them that believe, 1 Cor. 1. 21. 

Hou miſterious, how fathomlefs are the 
Depths of thy Ways of Grace, O Loxd! 
How unlike are thy Thoughts to our Thoughts! 

Thou haſt cauſed the Goſpel, and the Whole of 
human Happineſs, to centre in thy crucified Son. 
But this is to the Jerof a Stumbling-block, and 
to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. And why d Becauſe 


the Fooliſhneſs of Gop (aſtoniſhing Expreſſion). 


is wiſer. than Men ! And the Weakneſs of Gov 
is ſtronger than Men. For, continues St. 
Paul, ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, how that 
not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called.” The I ranſ- 
lators ſupply the Words, are called: The Mean- 


ing ſeems to be, Few of the Wife, the Mighty, 


and the Noble, comparatively, receive the Goſ- 
pel, as not ſuiting with the Pride of Learning, 


the Heroiſm of Conquerors, the Senſuality of 
the Great in General. But while theſe reject it, 


many others, more wiſe. and noble, in Gop's 
Account, receive it. And Gop doth not reject 
them. On the contrary, . He hath choſen the 
. fooliſh Things of the World, to confound the 


Wile ; and Gop hath. choſen the weak . 


Things which are deſpiſed, hath Gop enen 


yea, and Things which are not, to bring to 

nought Things that are: That no Fleſh ſhould; 

glory in his preſence.” 1 Cor. 1. 25, 29. 5 
HERE is the End of all his Diſpenſations, to 


ſtrip Man of his own Sufficiency; to diveſt him 
of all Confidence in the Fleſh; to perfect his 
Strength in our Weakneſs ; to magnity his Wil- 
dom in our Folly, and to ſhew forth the Riches 


of his Grace, in providing us a Righteouſneſs, 


altogether complete, without the leaſt Acceſſion 
thereto from us; yea, which is never ours till, 
ſtript of our own, we come naked to be cloathed 
upon therewith. | | | 


HERE then we ſee the Grace and Mercy of 
our Gop, fully diſplayed. His Kingdom is pro- 
moted ; Sinners are converted, ſaved from Guilt 


and Wrath, by a Method which worldly Wiſdom 


accounts mere Fooliſhneſss. 


Ir has been often ſaid, Why, if ſuch and 


ſuch an one, after being ſo many Years at Col- 
lege, ſtudying Greek. and Latin, does not know 


theſe Things, who then in the World ſhould ?”? 


What Things? The Mind of Gov in his 
Word? His Methods of Grace and Salvation ? 
Inward Religion ? Alas, theſe are the leaſt Ob- 
jets of learned Men's Purſuit : Nor, are they 
455 in the Schools of Homer, Plato, Virgil, 


r Epidtetus, They are not the Fruit of human 


cience. They are taught in a higher Univerſity, 
The Things of God are learned only from the 
Spirit of Gop; and by ſuch, as, renouncing 
their own, ſeek Wiſdom from the Father of 
Lights, who giveth it liberally to thoſe who aſk 
it with Importunity and Perſeverance, 
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of the World to confound the Things that are 
mighty; and baſe Things of the World, and 


Xl 


Hu- 
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HumIciTY, Prayer, Heavenly-mindednef,, 
Purity and Holineſs of | Converſation, are the 
ſole Way to the Knowledge of Gop and Carty, 
to be well acquainted with thoſe Things which 
; pertain to the Kingdom of Gop. The true Di. 
vine, is the Divine Man, with whom dwells the 
| Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the: Knowledge 
„% CunrisT ; who waits continually at the Poſts 
of Wiſdom's Doors, hearkening what the Logo 
"ſhall ſay unto him. | 


"LEARNING has indeed its ſingular and orna- 


mental Uſes, even in the Things of Gop; and 
to ſpeak eontemptuouſſy of it, is often no other 
than the Shift of lazy, ignorant Perſons, to cloak 
or juſtify their want of, and Indolence in the 
Piurſuit of it. It has been ſaid © Learning has 
no Enemy but Ignorance.” But the Miſtake is, 
the ſuppoſing, that Skill in human Science, is ne- 
ceſſarily the ſame, in the Things of Gop. True 
Acquaintance with Divine Matters, always im- 
plies virtuous li ving. But, that Learning and 
Goodneſs have no neceſſary Connexion, appears 
from the Life of many wicked Scholars. Alas! 
what imaginable Connexion is there between the 
Knowledge of Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Philoſopby, 
ec. and the Love of Gop and our Neighbour? 
What has Accuracy of Speech, Elevation of 
Genius, and Reſearches into the Depths of Na- 
ture, to do with Humility, Temperance, Chaſ- 
tity, Self-denial and Heavenly Mindedneſs? And, 
yet, this miſtaken Suppoſition, that a learned 
Man muſt be a good Divine, muſt neceſlarily be 
acquainted with the Truths pertaining to Godli- 
neſs, is a Rock on which many have ſplit; 2 
Barrier againſt the Light of Life ſhining into the 
Hearts of Multitudes of the unlearned World. 
_ e DrviniT?, 
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Divixrrv, conſidered, as a Sciences may, it 
ſs; is true, be acquired by Dint of Application; by 
hearing Lectures, reading Books, or both, as 


other Sciences are. Men may give their Aſſent, 
ch and ſubſcribe to the moſt rational and orthodox | 
4 Syſtem of Divinity, and learn to defend every 

. | 


Part thereof againſt its Adverſaries. They may 
age get acquainted with the moſt religious Contro- 


verſies, and commit to Memory the moſt mate- 
RY I rial Objections to, and Reaſons for, every Arti- 
| cle they profeſs to believe. They may have 
na, read what is called ſpeculative, practical, pole- 
2 mical and caſuiſtical Divinity; they may come 


from a Seminary of Learning, fraught with this 
oak Furniture, and full of the Pride of their Attain- 
ments, and at the ſame Time be total Strangers 
"has Wl to themſelves and Gop; and therefore, nu 
nothing as they. ought to know, 1 Cor., 8. 2, 3. 

ALL this is well enough conſiſtent with, nay, 
without the Grace of Gop, is Food for the 
carnal Heart, with all its unruly Paſſions . and 
vile Affections. A Man may be at the ſame ; 
Time a great Scholar, and a great Sinner; very I 
deep in Fogon, but buried in the Sepulchre | 
of his Luſts and Corruptions. Alas! 1 


'Tis not the Learned, but the pious Path, 
That leads us to our Paint. | | 


Man's Science is the Culture of his Heart, | X Y | 
Aud not to loſe bis Plumbet in the Depths +,.-, 
Of Nature, or the more Profound of Go.. 
THE great, and pretendedly great Scholars, '' ly 


the Philoſophers, and Men of boaſted Reaſon 
at this Day, reject, as did the Heathen Greeks of 
old, the Goſpel of our Salvation, accounting it 

7 8 8 | 24 ſilhy 


Dx. Vous o. 


140 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 


a filly Tale, its Threatnings as Bugbears, its 
Promiſes as Fables: And they draw after them 
2 Multitudes, influenced by their Authority and 
Example; chuſing, rather, to partake of Poiſon: 
( o to ſpeak) out of gilded Cups, than wholſome 
Food from Earthen Veſlels. N 
Burr what faith the LORD? I will deſtroy the 

Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring to Nothing the Un. 
der ſtanding of the Prudent: To confound the 
Eloquence, Learning and Underſtanding of Man, 
Gop hath brought that. to paſs, by the Croſs, 
and the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, which they 
could never effect by. all their falſe Knowledge 
and boaſted Wiſdom. The Doarine itſelf, and 
the Inſtruments of its Propagation, baffle the 
Reſiſtance, and confound the Pride of the Reaſon 
of Man. „ Es 
Ir is the very Light of the Glory of Caxrisr, 
ſays a Writer of the laſt Age, to cauſe the Gof- 
1 0 to be preached by Perſons of no Learning or 
ortune, and to be received, notwithſtanding all 
the Oppoſition of all the great and learned Men 
of the World. He who, after conſidering the 
Scriptures, and manifold Examples to this Pur- 
poſe, has any great Regard for the Wiſaom of 
ibis Werld, with Reference to divine Things, 
1 has but little Regard for the Wiſdom of 
OD. Fe | 
St has changed the whole State of human 
Things: The Creator, at Firſt, deſigned to 
bring Men to a further Knowledge of himlel}, 
by the Uſe of their Reaſon, and by the Conſ- 
deration of the Wiſdom of his Works: But 
now, the Redemer draws them by the Fooliſh- 
neſs (as Men account it) of the Word of the 
Croſs, and by the Subjection of our Reafon, and 
dubmiſſion of our Will to Him. 


'« This 
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Tuis Way is ſo much the more to be ad- 
mired, and more worthy of Gop, in that it 


contradicts, at one and the ſame Time, the diffe- 
rent Inclinations of ſinful Men, both Jes and 
Gentiles; confounds their Vanity, and cures their 


f 


Wounds. | 3 


Tux illiterate People, and great Sinners, 
for the moſt Part, profit more by the Word of 


Gop, than great Doctors of the Law. Men 
frequently, through a falſe Greatneſs of Soul, and 
a wicked Elevation of Mind, deſpiſe ſmall Things, 
and thereby deprive themſelves of great ones, 
which God has annexed to them. The Humble 
ſubmit to them and are ſaved ; the Proud reject 


them and are loſt. So that it is a very poſlible 


Caſe, that the humble Servant, who can only 


juſt read, nor hardly that, may have more true. | 


Religion, than the learned Doctor he waits upon. 


Arn all, it will perhaps be aid, „ The 


World is now Chriſtian ; at leaſt this Part of it. 


What have we to do then with Fews and Hea- 
thens? It would be enough to talk thus among 
the Infidels of Malabar or Japan, or if we were 


yet, like our Progenitors, offering Sactifi 
Idols. Are we not baptized into the Relig 


CarisT? Do we not attend his public Worſhip, 8 


and make the moſt open Profeſſion of having no 


other Gop but Him? What, in the name of 
Gop, would People have? Away with all this 
ado about nothing. Come, let us enjoy the 
Sweets of Life, and live. while we live! Let us 


leave thoſe Fanatics to themſelves, and be con- 
tent with the Religion of our Fore-Fathers,” _ 
Axp, Men, alas! will talk at this Rate, fo. 


long as the love of Sin and Vanity prevail in the - 
World. Reaſon is loſt ; Arguments are loſt; 


Scrip- 


\-1 
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| Scripture is alledged to no Purpoſe; the Teſti. 
mony of Gop himſelf is diſregarded': 1 he Tor. 
tent of natural Corruption bears all before it; 
and the Truth af our Text, is exactly verified in 
Multitudes of the preſent Generation. CHRIST 
erucified is to op Jews, a Stumbling-block, and 
0 our Greeks Foo lifbneft. 
Wx are, it is true, Chriſtians by Name and 
public Profeſſion; and as ſuch, prefer the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, ſo far as Te reſpects a Syſtem of 
Doctrines, and provides for the moit perfect 
Morality, to Fudaiſm,' Paganiſm,” or Mahometa- 
aiſm: And, with good Reaſon.* For Chriftianity, 
even in this Reſpect, has certainly the Prefe- 
rence, beyond all Degrees of Comparſſon, to 
every other Inſtitution that ever was, or will be 
in the World. 

Bor, ſhould not 4 fobes will 4ngenuous Mind 
conſider, What Influence has the Whole of 
my Profeſſion and external Privileges” upon my 
Heart and Converſation? Am I in ” more 
happy than a Few or Greek ? Are 'my Paſſions 
more ſubdiied * Do I love GOB more and the 
World leſs? Am- more pure, chaſte, heavenly 
minded; than a Mabometan or Infidel” ” If ſo, 
here is then Matter of Thankſgrwing to Gop. 
But, if not; if your are yet proud, vain-glorious, © 
earthly minded, averſe to Prayer, living in a 


daily Courſe of ſenſual Gratifications and vain 


Amuſements ! If you are deſtitüute of Peace and 
Joy in the Hol Gnos -, and a bleſſed Hope of 
Immortality: In the Name of Gov then, I aſk, 
what Good has your Religion yet done os Do 

Names or Profeſſions alter the Nature o Thing? | 


And is there any Difference between a Turk, 


who either lies; wears, is intemperate; unchaſte, 


A or ungodly, and a Chriſtian; fo ut 
t 
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that does the very ſame? Certainly, the Advan- 
tage is not on the Side of the latter: Since the 
greater our Mercies are, and the more glorious? 
5 the Lok D, whom we deſpiſe; the greater, of 
Courſe, muſt be our Puniſhment. Which, it 
may be aſked, is in the ſafeſt Condition, a Mary | 
4 living at Conſtantinople, zealous for Mahomet, his 
Alcorn, Moſques and Ceremonies, and a Perſon 
d in the ſame Condition, with the ſame State of 
f Heart, at London, ſtrenuous: for CHRIST, the 
f holy Scriptures and the Church? The Cauſe of 
me One is, indeed, infinitely preferable to that 
5 of the other: But, that they are both upon an 
Y, equal Footing, in Point of Salvation, is too plain 
e- to need a Proof. 1 3 
to ALL As What are all mere Externals? What 
de are Names? What is any Thing, every Thing, 
while Men are Strangers to the Love of Gop 
in CHRIST, and the ſanctifying Operations of 
of his holy Spirit: While they are Slaves to their 
ny Luſts and Paſſions, the Servants of Sin, and 
re WW devoted to the World > Such were moſt of the 
Greeks of old; Such are Numbers of their De- 
ſcendants at this Day. r 
And yet, our Folly ſuggeſts, © We are the 
Men, and Wiſdom ſhall dye with us.“ Our At- 
tention is fixed upon, and our Enquiries termi- 
nate only in outward Things. Comparing our- 1 
ſelves with other Nations, and the preſent Times a 
with Ages that are paſt, we find, and bleſſed be 
Isos we do, that both our civil and religious 
ot Conſtitution, our Commerce abroad, and our | 
_ Proſperity at home, far ſurpaſs thoſe of moſt | 
other Countries and Ages we know any Thing 
of. We think freely, and act with little Re- 
ſtraint: And ſo, not only forget the main Affair, 
live regardleſs. of the oNE THIN GO NEED PUT, 
Oy (Luke 
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(Tube 10. 42.) but ridicule and explode it. The 
Redemption of our Souls, by the Blood of the 
"Croſs; the Life and Immortality, brought to 
| Light by the Goſpel ; the genuine Experience of 

real Chriſtians, are conſidered as trivial Things, MW > 
_nfly, Fooliſhneſs,* Rag 

Bor, wilt thou know, O vain Man, that this 
thy Wiſdom is thy Folly ! That the Things which 
are highly eſteemed amongſt Men, are Abomi- 
nation in the Sight of Gop ? (Luke 16. 15.) Alas, 
have you never learned from dying Beds, that 
all the Boaſt of- natural Wiſdom, all the Strength 
of human Prudence, all the Religion of Reaſon, 
without the Knowledge of a Gop reconciled in 
FCnxis r, render a laſt Hour terrible, and leave 
the Soul in its own dark, unregenerate State, 
wretched, beyond all Conception? That 


©» Whatever Furte the Boaſted Hero plays, 


P 
4 
# Virtue alone bas Majeſty in Death. 


* 


Foundation, Centre and End; a State of Heart, 
and Conduct regulated by his Word and Spirit, 
can alone ſupport us in the Hour of Death, and 
avail us in the Day of Judgment. ; v 
O THEN fly, fly to CHRIST, before it be too t 
late. Be wiſe, be inſtrucled, ſaith your God. it 
' . Serve the LorD with Fear, and rejoice with u 
Trembling. Kiſs the Son, yield unto him religi- 
ous Adoration, and Homage of Subjection, as c 
to the eternal King: Be at Peace with him, Jeſt t 
He be angry, and ye periſh from the Way, when 1 
E 
a 


t 
CT 
Yes, Virtue, which has CHRIST for its 1 
F 
I« 
t 


bis Mratb is kindled but a little: Bleſſed are all 
they that put their Truſt in Him. | 
__FTn1s, O Reader! this is a ſerious and very 
weighty Buſineſs. Hell and Heaven, Life and 
FE Death, 


# 
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Death, Time and Eternity hang upon it. This 


World is but a temporary. and. tranſient Stage, 


whereon the two. everlaſting. Worlds are ſtriving 


for you. In_a few Years, perhaps in a few 


Hours, this Conflict, of infinite and endleſs Con- 


ſequence, muſt be decided. You. are, yourſelf, 
at Stake, Vou have not the Intereſt of a Mite's 
Value in any other Concern. | Repreſs then, O 


repreſs that Levity and Fluctuation of Spirit, 
which prevent your entering into a due Atten- 


tion to your everlaſting Concerns; and by which, 
often, : 5. 8 BE 55 = . 1 1 I #3 : —_— ” 


a of iO 525 228 e en sup 15 
Tboe' Heav'n and Hell depend upon your Cboice, 
© A Butterfly comes "croſs, and both are fed! 


* 
1 


* * 
p * 

s 
* 


You ſtand upon the Brink I. Let your Heart 


tremble and look upward ! If hitherto you have 


* 


not CHRIST, you have Nothing but Guilt, 
Darknefs, and a fearful looking for of Judgment 


and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the 
Adverſaries, (Heb: 10. 27.) In the Univerſe there 
is no other Righteouſneſs found out for guilty Man, 


than the Righteouſneſs of JESUS. In the Uni- 
verſe there is no other Reſource, no other Salva- 


tion. If you neglett this, or do not experience 
its juſtifying and ſanctifying Efficacy, you are 


undone for ever! 


ARE- you a Sinner, under the Wrath of Gop, 
condemned by your own Heart? It is therefore 
that JESUS CHRIST comes, and. calls and preſſes. 


Himſelf upon you: He comes to open the deaf 


Ears and blind Eyes of your Heart. He ſtands. 
and knocks, without ceaſing at the Gate thereof. 


* 4 


i 
* 
: 
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All the Day lng he meekly Hand. 
Hir Rebels to receive, 


+ Preſents his Side, and Pew; his Rade, 


And bids you turn and live 
Come, and your Sins of deepeſt. Dye, 
7 will with Blood efface,. 


Even now he waits bis Blood 10 apply, 


Be fav'd, be. ſav'd by Grace 


-\Bhknots his open Arms, extended” on the 
Croſo, to receive your returning Soul O, how 
does He that died for you, long to make you 
acquainted with: the ſaving Benefits of his Re- 
demption! That you, his purchaſed and beloved 
Soul, tho? dead, may be alive again; tho” loſt, 
may be found: That you may prove, to your 
eternal Comfort, what too long you; have ac- 
counted Fooliſhneſs.; namely, ChRISrH cRUci- 
NED, Tux POWER, AND, THE inan OF. 


God. 2 
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DISCOURSE THE THIRD. 


1 Cor. f i. 23, 24 4 
We hah CRIS T crucial, unto the Tufts a Og 
bling-Block, and unto the Greeks Foolifbneſs : But 
unto them which are called, both Jewsand Greeks, 


Cunts the Power of GOD, ane the Wi AY of 
GOD. 


* 10 ee! 1 5 . W FS ” 1 #1 5 


. WILL be. as. a Dew. Foo 


. el, faith the Logo. fle 
<A 1 = * ſhall grow up as the Lily, and | 
NH A 2 ! caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon. 


> ES They that dwel! under the Sha- 

dow 15 JEHOVAH ſhall return 

* "Ry ſhall revive as the ack and 
| I | 


grow 


25 25 
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grow as the Vine. Their Branches ſhall ſpread, 

and their Beauty be as the Olive Tree, and their 

| food, 8 Lebanon, From M E, is thy Fruit 
und.“ 

80 is the Fruitfulneſs. and reges of the 

Righteous, figuratively, but py deſcribed 

with the Source 
whence all our Bleſſings ſpring: From ME, faith 
our Gop, ic thy Fruit faund, 

« Wuo is wiſe, continues the Prophet, and he 
ſhall underſtand theſe Things? Prudent and he 
Mall know them? For ws Ways of the Logo 
are right, and the Juſt ſhall walk in them ; but 

the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. 
 AGREEABLE to which Words of the Prophet, 
are thoſe of St. Paul, We are unto Gop a. ſweet 
Savour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that -perift: To the one we are . e. the 
Goſpel is) the Savour of Death unto Death; 


and 1 the other, the Savour of Life unto Life,” | 


2 Cor, 2. 16. 
To the ſame Effect, are the Words of our 
Lok p, Matth. 11. 25. I thank thee, O Fa- 
ther, Logp of Heaven and Earth, that thou 
haſt hid theſe Things from Ke: . and prudent, 
| and haſt je” 3 yg to. Babe He ſpeaks 
with Reſere ce to the Caſe 32 5 Cities of Cbo- 
razin, Bethſaida and Capernaum, where many 
of his mighty Works had been done in vain. 
The meaning ſeems to be—By the Glory of thy 
Divine Macy, IL acknowledge thy ſovercign 
. accompanied with Juſtice, Wiſdom an! 
ercy: Becauſe. thou ha 2 25 that is, becauſe 
thou haſt ſuffered theſe pings to be hid, from 


Men, who are in other. Reſpects wiſe and pru- 
dent, but who are puffed, up with their own 
Wiſdom 3 while thou haft diſcovered them to fuch 


—n SAL TOPO 


- 


= %- i= $3 Jos 


4 


The Power, and the Niſdom ef GOD. 148 
4s are of weak Underſtanding, and ignotant of al⸗ 
moſt every Thing befide : Or, t6 | thoſe who; 
tho! wiſe in other Mattets, yet, 'tenouncifip their 
own, ſubmit themſelves to the Wiſdom of Gop, 
and receive the Kingdom of G05 47 liel Chik 
dren. 

Tivs, while Jtsvs heifed; Was to the 


felf-righteous' Jets x Sttithibling-block, and to 
the learned Greeks N — A 
of every Name and & — to be 

* the Power of Goy, an 05 Gp: 


Which leads us to the A — of tlie 
third Particular in the Text, contained in theſe 
Words, But unto Ihen which are kuhn, zotꝭ Fruus 
and Greet, Cxt RIST the Arete RNs G6d, Aud the 
Wiſdom of Gov.” | 


T HE Conduct of Mien, wit + Rees to his 
Gofpet Cu or Meffage; theit Reception or Re- 
fulal of it, is what: is Bere tende by rden wich 
are culled, and not the Nature of the Call or 
Offer, itſelf. Tt has been ewn, that the Whole 
Paſſage repteſefits the” generat Protiſton, which | 
the Goſpel makes for the whivle World of Sinfitrs: 
Theſe, were alf ifickided' under the cor f 


Names of Jews a Getier: The 1 ; 


* 7 Z 


the former, were diſapÞvinted in their ex 
Meſſiah, as ribt Fs Grim the groſs, Fe ee 
Notions they had eticeivEs of his Kingdom and 
Goverument: The 9 therefore ffended i — 
fumbled at Fim. The latter, who valued them. 
ſelves u 3 Learning and Politenieſs, aus 
the wh ffair, an ard, Adiculcus, And im- | 
poſſible Thing, according is the Prineiptes __— 
their Philoſophy 3 and which none in their Wits, 
they judged, would. bekeve. But, tho? this was 


the Treatment, Jzsus and his glad Tidings met 


with from the generality of them, yet among 
I 


2. both 


7 f 
3 


* 


5— 
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both Jews, and Greeks, . there were . ſome who 
.embraced HIM. and found the Goſpel to be 
the Power of. Gop to their Salvation. W 
TE Miſſion for the Publication of the AY F 
Tidings to a ruined World, is as univerſal and \ 
extenſive as its Corruption. The Univerſality 0 
of the gracious Invitation, 1s repreſented by our 
Lon, under the Similitude or Compariſon of 


nr mn r .. 


—— — — — 
8 © — 


| 
l 


—_ ——_——— 
Fo — > wo 


a King, who made a eat Supper or Marriage 5 
Feaſt, and invited a umber 0 Gueſts! When 5 
all was ready; he ſent” his 0 to acquaint 4 
thoſe that were bidden, , f aying, Came, 12 all f 
Things are now ready. But they made light of 7 
it, 'and pleaded ther different Excuſes. Some G 
ſaid, we cannot come; others ſaid, in Effect, * 
We have ſomething elfe to do than mind our 
Salvation; and ſome, more abruptly and pre- fl. 
ſumptuouſly anſwered, We will not come. th 
© IpLENESS, Pleaſnre,” and Pride of . pi 
are the Obſtacles with ſome;. Curioſity of the At 
Mind and Senſes, . Labour, Employment and th 
Buſineſs, with others: The Luſt of the Fleſh, 01 
too great a Fondneſs towards our Family, Plea- th 
ſures, Diſorders, Exceſſes, domeſtic Affairs in th 
general, are the Obſtacles with others. Some M 
- excuſe themſelves civilly ; and ſome declare M 
bluntly, We cannot come. Some perth by a A 
more decent Refuſal of Mercy, and ſome bya ai 
more ill-bred and brutal Rejecłion thereof. of 
Now when the Servants of this, great King th 
returned, and ſhewed their LoRD the Treatment 4 


his Meſſage met with, he was diſpleaſed, and wi 
declared, that they who were firſt bidden, ſhould K 
not Taſte of his Supper. Go therefore, ſaid ? 
he to the Servants, into the Streets and Lanes of Gi 
the 1 into the ee and e and 

, i 


; 
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bring in as many as ever you can find, that my 

Houſe may be filled. Matth. 22. and Lat I4. 
Be it, that the primary Meaning of the Pa- 

rable is, to repreſent the Conduct of the Divine 
Wiſdom, with reference to the Reception of the 


Gentiles into CHRIsT's Church, and the rejecting 


the Jews for their Obſtinacy. Yet, it inſtructs 
us in the Point in Hand, for which it is here in- 25 
troduced, namely, that many who are called, do 
nevertheleſs, not partake of the Benefits of Re- 
demption, becauſe of their wilful Refufal ; and 


that none are exempted, who will but come. 


They were bidden, but rejected the Offer. 
Gop would, they would, not. Thus many, 
are called, bat few choſen. 

Yea, e Doth not Wiſdom cry, and Under- 
ſtanding put forth her Voice? She ſtandeth in 
the Top of high Places, by the Way, in the 
Places of the Paths. She crieth at the Gates, 
at the Entry of the City, at the coming in of 
the Doors; moſt openly, conſpicuouſly, and in- 


diſcriminately : In the moſt frequented Places, on 


the moſt ordinary Occaſions, doth ſhe ſound, in 
the Ears and Hearts of Sinners, © Unto you, O 
Man, I call, and my Voice is to the Sons of 
Ven. Whofo is ſimple, let him turn in hither : 
As for him that wanteth "Underſtanding, Me: . 
faith to him, Come, eat of my Bread, and drink 
of the Wine which I have mingled. Forſake 
the Fooliſh and live, and go in the Way of Un- 
derſtanding. Turn at my Reproof: Behold, 1 
will pour out my Spirit upon you; I will make ; 
known my Words unto you.” 


In ſuch merciful Terms dot the Call of. 
GoD to Sinners 1 2 1 1 | 


3 | hes: 
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er 77 all who. all believe, 
CrgisT's Redemption, and that his Obedience 
e becomes theirs, by, Faith, bis Merits 
To Te fe e tbem; nat their an. 
a the Croſs be nails aur Enemies, 
| The The L aw, that was againſt us, and the Sins 
all Mankind, with ham there crucified, 
Veuer to hurt them mare wha rightly ruff 
In his. great SatisfaRtian, 
The Ranſam paid, which Man from Death redeems 
His Death for Man as many as offer'd ' >. oy 
Neglect noi, and the Benefit embraces 
By Faith not void of Works : 


Yes, our Gop hath left them without Excuſe, | 


who, deaf to his Voice, and loſt to all due Senſe 
of their offer'd Mercies, rage and reluſe his gra- 


Mo N. Invitations. 


YEa, how doth Gop e the Caſe 
with Sinners! With what Bowels of Compaſſion, 
and melting Expreſſions, doth he repreſent the 
deſolate Condition of his ancient Church. 
The Daughter of Zion is left as a Cottage in 

a Vineyard, 3s a Lodge in a Garden of Cucom- 
he as a beſieged City.“ So it was in general; 


the People of Gop were diminiſhed; the godly 


Man ceafed.; and the Infection of oo was Uni- 
verſal, as to Individuals. From the Crown of the 
Head even to the Foot, there is no Soundneſs i in it, 
faith, the Prophet, but N. ounds and Bruiſes, hy 
pyirifying Sores : They have not been; cloſed, neither 

bound. up, nai tber mollified with Ointment. And 
yet they were inſenſible of all this. They were 
ſet on Fire round abaut, yet knew it not; yea, 
burned, but they laid it not to Heart. Moreover, 


forth the LoRD, &© Thou haſt made me to ſerve 
| . with 


* Paradiſe Loſt. 


.o 
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with thy Sins; thou haſt wearied me with thine 
Iniquities, Hear, O Heavens, and give Ear 
O Earth ; for I have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, but they have rebelled Rs me. 
Ah, ſinful Nation! A People laden with Ini- 
quity, a Seed of evil Doers, Children that are 
Corrupters ; they have forſaken the LORD; they 


have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger; 


they are gone away backward, | 


AxD yet, deplorable as their Caſe was, it was 
not irremediable. Therefore the Lox D adds, 


„ Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the Evil 
of your Doings from before mine Eyes; Ceaſe 


to do Evil, learn to do well. Seek Judgment, 


relieve the Oppreſſed, Se. Come now (ſuppoſing 


them to have taken the preceding Advice) and 
let us Reafon together, ſaith the Lord : Though. 


your Sins be as Scarlet they ſhall be as white as 


Snow ; though they be red like Crimſon, they 


ſhall be.as Wool, If ye be willing and obedient, 


ye ſhall eat the good of the Land. I, even 1 


am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for 


mine own Name Sake; and will not remember 


thy Sins.“ | | | 
OxE may fill a Volume with gracious Decla- 
rations to the fame Purpoſe. But theſe are ſuſh- 


cient to ſhew, that our Gop has no Pleaſure in . 
the Death of Sinners; and therefore he calls, ex- 
poſtulates with, warns, threatens, invites, and 
beſeecheth them to ſeek and accept of Grace 
and Salvation. If indeed, we will not regard 
his gracious Invitations ; if Sinners will harden 
Heir Hearts, and, when they may, accept not 
Grace,” If they reſiſt the HoLY Gaosr, and 
deſperately ruſh upon their own Ruin, their. Blood 
will be upon their own Heads; and it is a righteous: . 
A 


* 
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Thing with Gop, to render the Work of a Man 


unto him. 

THEREFORE, faith JEHovan to ſuch, « Be- 
cauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 1 have 
ſtretched forth mine Hand (to embrace you; 
but ye have not regarded: Ve have ſet at 
Nought my Counſel, and would none of my 


Reproof. Therefore I will laugh at your Cala- 
mity; I will mock when your Fear cometh. 


W hen your Fear cometh as Deſolation, and your 

Deſtruction cometh as a Whirlwind (ſudden and 
impetuous;) when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh 
upon you: Then ſhall they call upon me, but I 
will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but 
they ſhall not find me. For that they hated 
Knowledge, and did not chuſe the Fear of the 


LorD: They would none of my Counſel, and 


deſpiſed alt my Reproofs. Therefore ſhall they 
eat of the Fruit of their own Way, and be filled 
with their own Devices.” Pro. 1. 

Ir there be any Meaning in Words then ; and 
if we believe Gop ſincere in what he ſays, we 


muſt infer from theſe Paſſages in the old "I'eſta- 


ment, and from the repeated Invitations and 


- "Threatnings of our Loxd and his, Apoſtles, that 
by the Called in the Text, and by ſeveral 


equivalent Expreſſions in holy Scripture, is not 
meant, any diſtinguiſhing Choice of fome Perſons 
to Salvation, to the Excluſion of any others from 
the like Benefits. The very Perſons to whom 
CHRIST crucified is either a Stumbling- block or 
Fooliſhneſs, are equally entitled to Bleſſings 
through Him, with thoſe, who believing, find 
Him the Power and the N. iſdom of Gop : They 
are Objects of the Goſpel Proviſion ; the Pur- 


chaſe of the Blood of ering ; and periſh, if 


5 periſh, only becauſe they witt not have bis 
an 


2 2 157. . wiaqi. 
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Man to reign over them. They love Darkneſs 
rather than Light; Sin rather than Righteouſneſs; 
they teſiſt the Light of Gop's holy Word and 
Spirit: and this is their Condemnation. Becauſe 
of * Unbelief, the ſtumbling Jews were broken off, 
and thou, (every juſtified Sinner) ſtandeſt by Faith. 
Be not high minded, but fear. For, if Gop 
ſpared not the natural Branches, take heed left 
he alſo ſpare not thee. Behold therefore the 


Goodneſs, and Severity of Gov : On them which 


feel Severity; - but towards thee Goodneſs, if thou 
continue in his: Goodneſs: Otherwiſe thou alſo 
ſnall be cut off. And they alſo, if they abide 
not ſtill in Unhelief, ſhall be n inte CnRIsr, 
Rom. 11. 20, 2 

Ix is to this aeg, that our r Milton allo ſings: 
th Goodneſs of the Loud! 1 +] 


; 1431 


Ai batt eee ee eee 


Their ſinful State, and to appeaſe betimes 


Tb incenſed Deity, while offer d Grace 
Hnvites; for I will clear their Senſes dark,, 
2 may ſuſfice, and ſoften ſtony Hearts, 

To pray, repent, and bring Obedience due. 
To Prayer: Repentance, and Obedience due, 
Though hut endeavour d with. ſincere Intent. 
Mine Ear foall not be flow; mine Eye not eds 
And I will place avithin them ag a Guide 
My umpire-CoNSCIENCE, whom:if they will bear, 
Ligbt after Light well us'd they: ball lein, 
Aud, to the End perſiſting, ſafe arrive. 
Tbi⸗ my long ofen and my Day of G 
They wh neglect and ſcorn ſball never taſte; 
But hard be barden*d, blind be blinded N 8 
And none but ſuch from n [. aucb. 


W en. III. ad 
6 Bx. 
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By them that are called, in the Text, it ſeems 
are meant, the ſame with thoſe in the 18th Verſe, 
whom the Apoſtle ſtiles, us aue are ſaved, The 
Paſſages are nearly parallel. “ The Preaching 
of the Croſs. (which is equivalent with Cart 
crucified) is to them that periſh, (that is Lnbe- 
lievers, the ſame with thoſe; who! fumble at 
CrurIsT) Fooliſhneſs: But, unto; us who are 
faved, that is believe, it is the; Power of God.“ 
The Meaning then. ſeems. to he As the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel; the Doctrine of Salvation, 
through the Sofferings. of: Jnsvs. CHRIST, and 
_— Divine Truths connected therewith, is, to 


religious Part of the Word, and the Greets, the 
Philoſophical Part,) Matter of Offence, and re- 
puted Folly; as not falling in with their religious 


Syſtems, or agreeing with their boaſted Wiſdom 


and Learning; and therefore aceounted à mere 
Riddle of Abſurdity: Nevertbeleſs, thoſe who 
believe the Report; who emhrace it, and give 
up themſelves to its efficacious Influence, whether 
Fetus os Greeks, find it the beſt. Thing in the 
World: They eſteem the whole Affair as the 


higheſt. Diſplay. of Divine Wiſdom, in the 
O Economy of Saluation, and: the moſt powerful 


Exertion thereof, for the Recovery, of a ruined, 
World. Though the Fhariſees and Doctors of 
the Law, in our Saviour's Time, rejected. the: 


Council f Gop againſh themſelves; neverthelels, 


Wiſdom was then, and ilk is, ie,, af hen 
| \Chilgren, Matth. 11. 19. The Religion of 
Irxsus, in all the Branches and Duties of it, and 


the various Methods which Gon makes uſe: of to 


reclaim the Rebellious, is owned and acknow- 
edged, to be. full of -Wildom, Holineſs and 
i n 


een 50 (as formerly, toi the Fegas, the then 
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Equity; and alſo vindicated from the Cavils and 
ju Imputations of Men. 


Unto' them that ave called, png owl and Greeks, þ 


CuklIs r the: Power and the Wifdem' of Gov. 


Power and Wiſdom, are oppofed to a Stum-- 
bling Block and Fooliſhyeſs ; the former refpeQing 
the Fews ; the Latter the Greets: For ſo the 
Goſpel appeared to ſuch of each, as were truly 
converted thereby. The Grace of Cn Le, work- 
ing effeQually in the Hearts of the Jews, removes 
theio Prejudices and ſubjeRs' their: Underſtanding, 
Will, and Affections, to the benign Reign of the 
Croſs. Fhey then diſeern, that their former 
Notions of a powerful . who ſhould van 
quiſ Armies, demoliſſ Cities, and eſtabhifſi a 
vitorious,- external” State of amongſt 
them, was not, in Reality, what their greateſt 
Needs required: But one, who by his Holy and 
internal Operations, ſhould reſcue their Souls 
from the Tyranny of the Devil, and the Domi- 
nion of their Corruptions, and reſtere them to 
the Liberty of the Sons of GOD. The falfe No- 
tions of Power” which they had entertained, are 
now removed. They diſcerng admire; and adoré, 8 
the: Power off Gow, in the Viçtory of the Crofs,' 
more than in all the Atehievements of the Princes 
of the Earth, the Victories of Conquerors; yea, 
than could: poſſibly be brought to paſs, by alf the” 
united Force of Earth and Hell. 

Tre converted Greeks, in like Manpeg . 
whom formerly the whole Affair of bare 
appeared a mere Compoſition of Ablurdittes,” 
now diſcover ſueh Diſplays of infinite Wiſdom, 5 
in concerting the whole Plan of Redemption, . 
render all their former Reſearches me. boaſtet* 


_— in Compariſon, mere Emprinels arid! 
Foy: 


Wren & eng, 


- 
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Folly : And, that which before they reputed the 
very Quinteſſence: of Weakneſs and Ignorance, is 
now with them the very Depth of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding. The Cauſe of Stumbling and 
Enmity being removed from within; the carnal 
Mind, and unbelieving Heart, which the Goſpel 
itſelf effects, the Soul, as it were, by a Divine Ne- 
ceſſity, adheres to CurisT alone. It diſcerns all 
Lovelineſs, Wiſdom, Power, Riches, Excellence 
and Glory, centring in Him, and longs for No- 
thing ſo. much as to ſee the glorious Victory of 
the Croſs, ſpread through all the Heart and Life. 
Cugisr, conſidered as to his Divine Nature, 
is the Gop of Power and Wi ſdom. He is the 


Log of Gloky ; the GRrAT Gop; over all, 


bleſſed for ever; JEHOVAH, our Righteouſneſs. 
He is our Creator and Almighty Judge, and not 
| a, Property or Quality of the Divine Nature, as: 
in another Senſe, are Wiſdom and Power in 
Gop. As our Mediator, all Power i in Heaven 
and Earth is committed to Him. He doth: 


whatſoever, pleaſeth him, among the Armies of 


Heaven, and the Inhabitants of this World. By 


the Word of his Power, all Things were created, 
c and are yet uphelq in Being. Angels and-Autho- 
85 Thrones and Dominions, Principalities 
| on e are made n unto Tone? + ii 


ky „ 


Hz, is, the Aernal ary eſſential Wiſdom of 
30D ; By whom He eſtabliſbed the Heavens and 
Fines the Earth. It was this V i/dom, whom 


. poſſeſſed. from everlaſting, from the 


eginning, or ever the Earth was. He was ſet 


* 3 be Was. anointed re * 12 all 


WY 4 | | At 3* 
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Worlds, to be the Perſon, by whom the Father 
reſolved to do all his Works; to create, uphold, 
govern, judge, redeem, and tes the World. In 


Him dwells all the Treaſures of Wildom and 


Knowledge; and, by his Teaching alone, Sin- 
ners are made wiſe-to Salvation. 

TRE two Natures of CHRIS TH, were fo knit 
by a myſterious Union, in one Perſon, that thoꝰ 
ſuch Union was neceſſary, to conſtitute him our 


Mediator; yet he is ſometimes denominated. 
from one, '' ſometimes from the other. Some 


Things are ſpokerr of him, which can be under 
ſtood os of Gop, and ſome which are proper” 
only toi mortaF Man; by what is called, the 
Commons of Properties between. the divine | 
and human Nature. 

FRM the. Nativity of our Lonp to his Death, 
the Divinity and Humanity did ſo communicate. 
in Effects, that no great Action paſſed, but it 


was like the Sun e through a Cloud, or the 
h a thin Veil drawn over 


moſt loveſy Object wi | 
it; they gave. [Hluſtration and Beauty to each 


| anne 


THE Holy Irsvs was born a tender and: ©, 
crying Infant, but is adored by the Magi as a 
King; by the Angels as their Gop. He is cir- 
cumciſed as a Man; but a Name is given to him, 
to ſignify him to be the Saviour of the World. 
He ſies into Egypt like a diſtrefſed Child, under 
the Conduct of his helpleſs Parents; but, as. IP 
ſoon as he enters the Country, the Idols fall 98000 5 
and confeſs his true Divinity. He is preſented | 
in the Temple as the Son of Man; but by 
Simeon and Anna, he is celebrated with Di- 
vine Praiſes, for the Meſſiah, the Son of Gop. 
He is baptized in Jordan, as a Sinner; but the . 
Hoty Soor a n upon him,; proclaimed | 


* TS 
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him to be the Well-beloved of Gop. He is 
hungry in the Deſert as a Man; but ſuſtained. 
his Body without Meat or Drink for forty Days 
together, by the Power of his Divinity: There 
he is tempted of Satan, as a weak Man, but the 
Angels of Light miniſter to him as their ſprems 
Lok p. | 

A LITTLE before his Death, when he. Was to 
take upon him all the Affronte, Miſeries, and 
Diſtreſſes of the moſt miſerable, he receives Teſ- 
timonies from above: For he was transfigured 
upon Mount Tabor, entered triumphantly into 
Terufalem, had the Acclamations of the People. 
When he was dying, he darkened the Sun; when 
he was dead he opened the Se uͤlchres; when 
he was faſt nailed to the Crots, he made the 
Earth to tremble, and extorted 54 his Ad ver- 
ſaries a Confeſſion, which is the Sum of theſe 


Obſervations: 7. ruly this was the Son of | Cop. 


But to return. 

CHR 18 crucified, the Gon- Man, Madjaror, 
our Propitiation or atoning Sacrifice, the Power 
and the Wiſdom of God, offering himſelf for 


our. Sins, implies thus, much,  That.in/CarsT's 
Perſon, Offices, Actions, Word, and Kingdom, 
God ends unto Men, and communicates 
_unto them, the Effects of his ſovereign, Wiſdom 


and Power,, oppoſite, to the Grecigns, worldly 


Knowledge, and to the Signs required by the 
Fews, In other Words, the whole redeeming 
Plan, erhibits the moſt, glorious, moſt powerful, 
moſt wiſe Exertien of Divine Love and Strength, 


for the n of a, ruined World from utter 
Loſs. 
then more particularly. 


Wurd God created Man, ** made > in 
his own Image; enducd his Soul with, ſuch Bou 


ers 


Hits 


et us conſider this, Firſt in general, and 
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ers and Perfections, as bore the ſtrongeſt Reſem- 
biance whieh ſuch a. Creature was capable of, to 
thoſe in his Creator. He was upright, igamacu- 
ate, and Lord of this lower Creation: All was 
given unto.him. Heavenly Wiſdom ſhone bright 
in his. Underſtanding ;. he knew no Will but that 
of his. Creator; his Aﬀections were all fweetly 
harmonized: and centering. in God; Holineſs fat 
enthroned in his Heart. GopD, who had made 
him ihus perfect, and placed him in the midſt 
of conſummate Felicity, gave him a Law; with 
a Penalty annexed, in Caſe of Diſobedience. 

T IIS ſacred Law, eur Fore-father Adam pre- 


um pruouſſy broke, by Which he involved himſelf 


and alt his Rofterity, in the Puniſhment threatened 
to his Diſgbedienee Alas ! What a Change then 
took, Place] From what Heights of Perfection, 
to what Depths of Degeneracy did he fall | Since 
that deſtructive Tranſgreſſion, all Flefh has cor- 

rupied his Way; every Man is become. brutiſh 
in his Knowledge; andy, faith Moſes, rhe [may i- 
nation of the Th:ughts of his Heart, is only evil 


continually, Out Iniquities: ſeparated; between/us 


and our Go ändt our Sins hid his Face from: 
us, as ſrom the moſt abominable Object: Like 
the Blood of Abel, tliey cried: for, Vengeance 
from Heaven. Vengeance and fiery Indignation 
was our expected Doom, and Death, ctermal, 

the Wages due to our Offences, 

We were "utterly © auithaut: Strength, The 
Devil tyranniged over us, and, like a roaring 
Lyon, ſought the utter Deſtruction of the human 
Race. Qu own -Corouptions: were as ſo many 
Fetters and Barriers; which rendered it impol- 
ſible: for us to return- to, God of ourſelves; to; 
a Satisfaction for our Provocations, or ex- 

; 5D Cate 


_— 


162 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
tricate ourſelves from the Abyſs of Woe! O 
wretched, wretched Man, if left in this State of 
Guilt and Ruin! The human Heart was entirely 
eſtranged from its Gop; a Sink of every foul 
Diſeaſe, and unholy "Temper. Miſery, con- 
ſummate Miſery was our Portion: And greater 
Woe awaited us, when, Behold the Kindneſs and 
Love of Gov, our Saviour towards Man appeared 
We may read, we may hear the ſounding of 
his Bowels, ind of his Mercies towards us: 1 


have ſeen, ſaid he, (as in the Caſe of enſlaved 


Tfrael ) J have ſeen the Affliction of my fallen 
Creatures : They have undone themſelves : They 


have immerſed themſelves in an Ocean of 


Wretchednefs ; but in Mx is their Recovery, 
Satan has deceived, and; in deceiving, has de- 
ſroyed them; yet, 1 . e fof” their 
Reſtoration 3 305 


— 


' Upb-ld dy Me, vr once more * Ball VS 
On even Gr ound n their n Foe.* 


5 Wnrnbwirnäl will the Loyd accompliſh 
this Deſign of his free, unmerited Goodneſs ?. 


By+the Blood of Bulls or of A or of all the 


Cate. upon a e Hills? 


et theſe- PIR the Wrath 5 "a 2: 
Can theſe waſh out our guilty. Stain P 
2'Rivers-of Oil, or Seas of Blood? 
e e all N N flow in vain.. I; 


ConveweTIBLE to the laſt Dies are ſuch 
Wee Oblations; only ſo far as they 1ypify 
the all-glorious Sacrifice. Was an Angel charged 

with this important d or the higheſt Se- 
- 499" 1 raph. 

* Paradiſe Loft, . 7% 
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raph bidden to interpoſe, as the Repairer of our 
Breach ? The Angels were abſolutely incapable 
of executing ſo great a Work, even though they 
had been willing ; which, if a Poet's Imagination 
has any Weight, is doubtful. Among the An- 
gelic Orders Eg, N 


— —— On Man's behalf | 


Patron or Interceſſor none appeared, 


Much leſs that dur ſi upon his own Head draw, 


The deadly Forfeiture, and Ranſom: ſet. * 


Bur had they been willing, they were une- 
qual to the Taſk. It required a far abler Agent 
to effect our Reconciliation. It muſt coſt infi- 
nitely more to redeem guilty Souls. Therefore 
the Gon of our Salvation laid the Help upon One 
that is Mighty. He appointed to the moſt ardu- 
ous, important of Works, the moſt glorious of 
all Beings. He appointed his own Son, the 
Brightneſs of - his Glory, and tbe expreſs Image of 
his Perſon. He that made us, comes to fave ust 

 BenoOLD then the Son of Gop, taking our 
Nature, that he may act as our Mediator. 
* Admirable Conſtitution ! Full of Wonder, and 
full of Grace] How joyful to the World of Sin- 
ners! The Work muſt infallibly proſper in ſuch 


Hands, Such a Surety cannot fail of ſucceeding, 


in all he undertakes. How gracious in the Fa- 
ther! Could there be a ſtronger Aſſurance of his 
boundleſs Grace, a more demonſtrative Proof, 
that he willeth not the Death of a Sinner, than 


to ſend the Son of his Boſom; the Son of his 


eternal Delight, dearer to him than all Worlds? 
How condeſcending in the Saviour! To have ſoli- 


cited for Favours, to be conferred on unſinning 


Angels; 


Milton. 
„ 


1. 29 ²˙ d 
\#; e 
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Angels, would have been Condeſcenſion in Him? | 
but leſs wonderful. For the greateſt of Princes 1 G 


to change Condition with the vileſt of Slaves ; to V 
abdicate their Royalty, and dye for their Rebels, ar 
is unprecedented amongſt Men; yet the ever- D 
laſting Potentate of Heaven and univerfal Na- ef 
ture, undertakes a more humbling Office of 1 H 


Friendſhip, for a Race of abject Creatures, that MW + 
dwell in Duſt, and were doomed to Hell. When fa 
we were Enemies, we were reconciled to Gop th 
by the Death of his Son, 4 
THE Father reconciles us to himſelf, by lay- 
ing upon his Son the Iniquity of us all; by ad- he 
mitting him to ſtand in our Stead, and by ex- .l 
. ating from him the Puniſhment which we had R 
incurred. Gop redeems us from eternal Death, C 
not only by the Humiliation, but by the Suffer- an 
ings of this Prince of Heaven ; by Sufferings, Fi 


the moſt ignominious, the moſt tormenting that ve 
Men or Devils could infli. ra 


lx pleaſed the Father, ſaith St. Paul, to recon- R 
cile all Things to himſelf, hawing made Peace by of 
the Blood of the Craſs. * Becauſe we deſerved P. 
Shame; the LoRD of Glory was numbered with | 
Malefactors, and loaded with Infamy. Becauſe C 
we deſerved the Bitterneſs of Death, the Prince in 
Lie endured the Pangs of Diſſolution, in nc 
their moſt racking Extremities. Becauſe we P 
were obnoxious to the Curſe of the Law, there- th 
fore the ever bleſſed Ixsus delivered us from the H 
Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us. ve 
Divine. Juſtice is now not only fatisfied; but I hi 


awfully glorified by this aſtoniſhing Oblation. as 
Here, the whole Deity is ſeen, 25 
Nar can a Creature gueſs, s 6 

\ Which of the Glories brighteſt ſhine, | af 
* The FJuſtice or the Grace, (ATM 


Hr 


RE 


5 
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Henk are both the Power and the Wiſdom of 
Gop, evidently e to Angels, Devils, and 
Men. By this powerful Intervention between us 
and Ruin, the Power of the Devil, of Sin, of 
Death, of Hell, is deſtroyed; and the Sinner's 
eſcaping endleſs Miſery, fully provided for. 
Here is alſo the Viſdom of Gon in a Myſtery, 
even the hidden MWiſdam, which Gop ordained be- 


fare the Warld unto our Glory. Let ys, puclys 


the delightful Theme: A Theme, where Hi/dem 
and Compaſſion join iu their divine{t Forms, 
Look we for Power and Wiſdom ? To up- 
hold the Humanity of CnRI18s 7, under all the 
ſtudied Cruelties of Men, under the inſatiate 
Rage of Devils, and the far more ' tremendous 


Curſe of the Divipe. Law: To conquer Sin, - 


and Death, and Hell, by à Perſon bound with 
Fetters, nailed to a Tree, and crucified in Weak- 


neſs To. expiate, by one Offering, the innume- 
| rable Millions of Crimes, committed by all the 


Race of Adam, from the Beginning to the End 
of Time; Was not this Power? matchleſs 
Power? aſtoniſhing Power? 3 5 | 
Ap, as for Wiſdom, how admirable was the 
Contrivance, Which could barmonize the ſeem- 
ingly. oppoſite Claims of Mercy and Juftice ; and 
not only ſatisfy each, but an both! Had 
Puniſnment been executed in all its Rigour on 
the Sinner's Perſon, Mercy had loſt her amiable 
Honours. Had the Sinner been reſtored 10 Fa- 
vour, without any Penalties ſuſtained, either by 
himſelf op his Surety, Juſtice had been ſet aſide, 
as an inſignificant Attribute. Whereas, by our 
Logp's ſubſtituting himſelf in the Sinner's Stead, 
and expiatory 9 both are manifeſted, 


and both are exalted. Therefore the Scripture 
affirms, that Gop hath not only exerciſed, but 
15 | 5 abounded 


166 The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
abounded in Wiſdom and Prudence: Nay, hatls 
abounded in all Wiſdom and Prudence, by this 
Combination of righteous Vengeance and trium- 
phant Grace: Which is at once ſo honourable 
to himſelf, and fo advantageous to Sinners.“ 
Vs, (Let the broken in Heart rejoice !) Gop 
dont in CHRIST, reconciling the World to bimſelf, 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. He hath 


made him to be Sin for us, that is a Sin offer- 


ing, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 


of God in Him. Here is the Sum of Good to 
Man. This is, in brief, the Word of Reconcili- 
ation, which a Preacher of CHRIST IEsus the 


Lokp, who would labour with Succeſs in his 


Lonp's Vineyard, muſt evermore inſiſt upon. 

You are poſſibly of that Number; you have 
ſpoken, and do yet ſpeak in the Name of the 
_ Lorp, and it may be, with little or no Succeſs. 
Conſider the Reaſon. Have you not preached 


ſomething elſe beſide JesUs CHrisT? Have 


you had it ſtill in View, whenever you preached, 
to fet HIM forth as Se ee before the 
People? You. reaſon well, it may be; have a 
graceful Delivery, teach the very Perfection of 


moral Virtue, and are generally reputed a good 


Preacher: But after all your Pains, J=sus 
CHRIST is as little known and loved as ever. 
And what is all beſide, when thefe are wanting? 
Is not this Life eternal to know IEsVS CHRIST? 
And yet Ixsus CnrisT is ſometimes hardly fo 


much as named, in Diſcourſes which are called 
the preaching of the Goſpel. Lok bp, how little 


art thou thought. of, ſpoken of, loved | Great 
So, awaken in this degenerate Age, a Spirit 
of Devotion to thy Son, and cauſe him to be ho- 
noured in the Churches as he ought. 
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IT may be truly ſaid, that © If ever a Refor- - 


mation is produced, whether generally or on In- 
dividuals, it muſt, under the Influence of the 
Eternal Spirit, be produced by the Doctrines of 
human Depravity, of free Grace, and Juſtifi- 
cation through Faith in the Blood and Righ- 
teouſneſs of the crucified IEsus. Till theſe 
Doctrines are generally inculcated, the moſt elo- 


quent Harangues from the Pulpit, or the moſt 
correct Diſſertations from the Preſs, will be no 


better than a pointleſs Arrow, or a broken Bow.” 
Can any Thing, equal this Subject, for Depth 


and Sublimity ? Who that conſiders it, with any 


tolerable Degree of Attention, can help diſcern- 


ing, the admirable Contrivance of the Wiſdom of 


Gop, for the Salvation of Man ! He makes his 


Son 0 be Sin for us, that we, might be- made 


Righteous, in or through him. Gop-Man be- 


comes, as one may ſay, an univerſal Sinner, by 
Joading himſelf - with the. Sins of the whole 


World! An univerſal Victim, by delivering him- 
ſelf up. to Death, in the Stead of all Sinners! 
An univerſal righteous Man, by including all 
true Righteouſneſs in his Perſon, and communi- 
cating it to Man from himſelf... . 


Wz all, like Sbeep have gone aftray ; bit the 


LokD hath laid upon him the Iniquities of us all. 
The Blood of the Croſs, hath made Peace be- 
twixt God and Man, between Earth and Hea- 


ven! By this wonderful Means, we, who were. 
once afar off, are brought nigb; reſtored to the 


Favour, and exalted to the Enjoyment of Goo. 


Here Mercy and Truth meet together, Righte- 


ouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other. The Juſtice and 


Mercy of God, are ſweetly harmonizedand exalted. - 


Still he is Juſt, and yet the merciful Juſtifier of 


the 
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the Ungodly ; of every conſcious Sinner, believ- 
ing in 729 „ | 5 
Fon, ſays St. Paul, all bave ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the Glory of Gop; and are juſtified freely 
by his Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Ixsus CaRisT : Whom Gop bath ſet forth, to be 
a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to de. 
clare, (or for a Demonſtration of ) his Righte- 
ouſneſs, for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſſed, 
. through the Forbearance of God. To declare, l 7 
ſay, continues the Apoſtle, his Righteouſneſs ; both n 
his Juſtice and Mercy: that he might be juſt, tl 
ſhewing his Juſtice on his own Son, and yet the 
Fuſlifier of him that believetb in JIxsus. The Il C 
Attribute of Juſtice, ſays the pious and elegant ir 
Harvey, on this Paſſage, muſt be preſerved invi- de 
olate: And inviolate it is pfeſerved, if there was  L 
a real Infliction of Puniſhment on our Saviour. B 
E 
a 
V 
G 


* 


On this Plan, all the Attributes harmonize, every 
ttribute is glorified ; and not one ſuperſeded, 
no, nor ſo much as clouded,” A Sap! 9H | 


.. O the Depth of the Riches bith of the Miſdim 


and Mercy of out Gon !. gi 
$6541 Fed. 1 g „ 1 ; 4 x 1 * A i 15 5 | 
He, rather than his Juſtice ſhould be ſtain'd, fi 


Did ſtain the Croſs; and work of Wonders far us 
The greateſt, that his deareſt far might bleed! - di 
Should Man, more EX&CRATE, or BoasrT, the fa 
3 | „55 5 
Which rais'd ſuch Vengeance? Which fuch love ff ef 


infſam' d? . . Pe 
O'er Guilt (how mountainous!) with out- ſtretcht I Si 
Stern Jus Tick, arid ſoft ſmiling Lovs embrace, I al 
Supporting in full Majeſty his Throne, th 
When ſeemed its Majeſty to need Support, di, 


Or that, or Man, inevitably loſt, 
What, 7 
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What, but the Fathomleſs of Thought Divine, 
Could labour ſuch Expedient from Deſpair, 
And reſcue both? Both reſcue, both exalt! 


O, how are both exalted by the Deed! _ 


The wond'rous Deed ! 
A Wonder in Omnipotence itſelf! 
A Myſtery, no lefs to Gods“ than Men! 


On the laſt cited Paſfage, from St. Pi, 


For all have ſinned, c. Rom, 3. 25,26, 1 


muſt not omit a few Reflections, by a Writer of 


the laft Age. p 8 5 

* TRAESE Words contain the Catechiſm of 
Chriſtian Righteouſneſs. How is Gop plorified 
in us, and we in him? By his Grace. What 


| does his Grace work in us? True Holineſs: 
| Upon what Motives ? Becauſe it pleafes him? 


By whom does he give it us? KF e CHRIST. 
How has CHRIST obtained it for us? By re. 
deeming us. What Price did he give? His Blood. 


What does his Blood effect? It reconciles us to 


GoD. How is it applied? By Faith. Who 
gives us this Faith? JESUS CHals r himfelf : 
For applies his Blood to us, and is, notwith- 
ſtanding, the Fruit of his Blood. Who gave 
us that Viflim of Reconciliation? Gov. Why 
did he chufe theſe Means? To confound the 


falſe Righteouſneſs of the Gentiles, to abolifh the 


figurative | Righteouſneſs of the J, and to 
eſtabliſh his own. What does this Rightcouſneſs 
perform? Tt cleanſes and purifies: the Heart from 
Sin. Whoſe Hearts does it cleamſe and purify ? 


Thoſe of all People who receive it, and even of 


all the righteous Per ſons who lived in the four 
thouſand Years which preceded: CHRIS T. Why 
did Gop ftay ſo long before he made bis Righte= 


Meaning the Angels, who are ſometimes To called, 


* 
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ou ſneſs appear ? To make 1t the more valued ; fo 
to ſhew his Fidelity in the Performance of his to 
Promiſes ; to make known the Virtue and Effi- mit 
cacy of CarisT's Blood, which ſanctifies the =D 
preſent, extends its Influence backward to the gi 
paſt, and forward to the future Ages. 5 of 
ApokAr ION, 'Thankſgiving, Love, and on 
Truſt in Jesus CHRIST, are due from us on 7I 
this Account. Our Treaſure is in Him: Our 8a. 
Heart ought to be in Him alſo,” 5 woe 
WIR is Boaſting then ? continues St. Paul. tlie 
It is excluded, by the Law of Faith ; the Goſpel tra 
Law, or Way of Salvation, which is brought to thi 


Light by the Goſpel, The Haughtineſs of Man the 
is brought low, and all his goodly Fabrick, like fin 
Graſs, withered and conſumed, before the Blaze Oc 
of this bright Sun. The Wiſdom of Man be- tur 
comes Fooliſhneſs with Gop. All human glo- Of 
rying is excluded, and Salvation is only aſcribed the 


0 Gop and the Lamb. ten 
JJ, ĩͤ Soda tioot 4;. vine! Fa 
As ſoon as theſe Things are truly experienced, cet 


1 whether by Few or Greet; the Offence of the the 
Cross ceaſes. The Abaſements of Gop, aſigniſh, Ti 


overpower, and rejoice the Heart. His ſtooping Le 
to the Weakneſs of Infancy, is ſo. much the more anc 
_ worthy to be adored, as it appears more unwor- ott 


thy of his Greatneſs and Glory. Rejected of ſor 
Men, he borrows the Habitation of Beaſts, and ho 


_ wants a Place to lay his Head. Let human Pride hic 
bluſh as long as it will, to have a Gop become an ine 
Infant of a Day, of a Moment, reduced to the Cx 
Confinement of ſwathing Clothes, to the Mean- the 
neſs of a Manger, to the Manſion of Beaſts; to tio 
have Recourſe to the Aſſiſtance of his Creatures, ing 


and to be refuſed by them. It is the Chriſtian's the 
Glory, that his God would do and ſuffer all o_ He 
| 42 | for : 


2 
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for his Salvation! It is his Honour to adore him, 
to own” him for his King, and to pay him Ho- 
| mage, in all his States and Conditions. 
Noris can ſo ſtrike an enlightened Mind, or 
> give ſo noble an Idea of the Greatneſs and Wiſdom 

of Gop, as what relates to Je$Us' crucified; It at 
once confounds our Pride, and relieves our Miſery. 
The Corruption of the Sinner would have ſuch a 
Saviour, as ſhould comply with haman Paſſions, atid 
would fain go to Gop, by Ways conformable to 
4 thofe of the World: But he finds the direct Con- 
l trary in CHs and the Goſpel; and this, while 
0 the Heart is untöuched, is what offends and keeps 


1 
1 4 \ 
4 

N 

7 

i 
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n them from him. While Men are refolved to 
e find Fault and be offended, they will never want 
e || Occaſion. The moſt ſacred Things may be 
- | turned into Ridicule, and become Matter of 


)- Offence. © Religion is in reality ſo contrived by 
d the divine Wiſdom,” that every Thing therein 
tends" to make Gop known to the Children of 
Faith; to thoſe who either do already, of fin- 


d, | cerely ſeek to believe; to edify them, and unite 
Ie them to JSsUs CurIsT ; and, at the ſame 


h, Time, to offend and confound the Wife, and the 
8 Lovers of the World; and to hide the Truth, 
re and even Gop himſelf, from ſuch as, having no 
r- other Eyes, but tlioſe of Fleſh” and human Rea- 
of ſon, nevertheleſs ſhut out the fru Light of Gop's 
1d holy Spirit and Word, -A Gop concealed. and 
de hid in Fleſh, in Infancy, Humiliations, Suffer- 
an ings, and Infamy: The Power of the Spirit of 


he CnrisrT, under certain Words, and conveyed to 
n- the Heart by Means, in Appearance, Diſpropor- 
to tionate to ſuch Ends; the Fooliſhneſs of Preach- 
8, ing (1 Chr. 1. 21.) ; the Simplicity of Prayer; 
78 the Communion of Saints, and Devotion of the 
11s Heart and Converſation to Gop: 'Theſe are 
of . F | what 
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what nouriſh” the Faith, and inflame the Cha- 
rity of the Children of 'Gop; but encreaſe the 
Infidelity, and diſguſt the Pride of the Pretenders 
to mighty Reaſon ; the Boaſters of human Suf- 
1 

THe bleſſed Angels ie 5 even the moſt 
illuminated among them, have made, and till 
make, the Myſtery of the Incarnation and Paſſion 


their Study. They thought themſelves happy, 


by their Praiſes, to advance the Glory of a new- 
born Infant, and to adore; Him, as their Gop. 
They learn from this Myſtery, to know Gop and 
his infinite Wiſdom, in ſuch a Manner as is wor- 
thy of him. And ſhall Man diſdain this bleſſed 
Subject! 


* And i is there ho the bleſſed Croſs wipes of, 
As a foul Blot from his diſhonour'd ow | ? 
If Angels tremble, tis at ſuch a Si 


The Wretch they quit, deſponding of their — 
More ſtruck with Grief or Ger, who can tell? 


To the Jows a who continue ſuch, and 
to the conceited Reaſoner, this Wiſdom of Gop 
ſtill appears Fooliſhneſs : It is a Rock, againſt 


which human Pride is wont to ſplit: But it 
is the Power and Wiſdom of . for the 


Salvation of all that believe. 


Wx have thus far 8 CunRlsr 8 
or, in other Words, the whole Goſpel r. 
ſation, as the wonderful Contrivance of Gov ;. 

_ Diſplay both of his Pewer and Wiſdom, for <a 
Recovery of the human Race, from the Miſery in 


which we were involved; from all the preſent 


and future Conſequences to our Souls, of the 


Sin of Adam. In Effect, that as in Adam, all 
i 81 
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died. ſo in CHr1sT are all made alive; all ſhall 
rife at the ReſurreQion of the Dead; all are en- 
titled through CHRISTH to Life eternal that, 
Where Sin abounded, Grace hath much more 
abounded---that, as by the Offence of One, Fudg- 
ment came upon all Men to Condemnation; even ſo, 

| by the Righteouſneſs of One, the free Gift came 
upon all Men, unto Fuſtification of Life And 
that, as Sin hath reigned unto Death, even ſo 
might Grace reign through Righteouſneſs, unto eter- 
nal Life, by Ixs us CHRIST our LORD. . 

Tuvus, in general: It remains to conſider more 

particularly, How CHRIS crucified is to thoſe 
that are called, or believe, the Power and the 
Wiſdom of GOD? And this leads us to Conſidera- 
tions on the experimental Part of Religion, or the 
Application of the Merits of all CHRISTH did, 
and ſuffered, to the Heart of Individuals. _ 

Fox, ' notwithſtanding the Sufficiency of 
CnrisT's Sacrifice, for making Reconciliation for 
the World of Tranſgreſſors ; notwithſtanding the 
Validity of his Atonement, the Efficacy of his 


ww wo 


J Blood, and the Univerſality of his Love; yet, ay 

) unleſs the Grace he hath purchaſed, be made iq 

t ours, by perſonal Application; unleſs we feel | 

a ourſelves actually delivered from the Guilt and 1 

2 || Power of Sin, and poſſeſſed with holy, heavenly N 
Tempers; all he hath done and ſuffered, will be (zl 
no other than an Aggravation of the everlaſting MM 

„ Miſery of the Ungodly. Sin is as hateful to il 

— Gop as ever it was; nor can the unholy dwell l 

A with Him. In vain, therefore, do Men boaſt 

e of Righteouſneſs and Salvation by CHRIST, while 0 

n | they themſelves remain the Servants of Corrup- 

it | tion: In vain do we ſay, Lord, Loxp, unleſs 

Wn. 


we do the Will of our heavenly Father. What 
1 me beſt Medicines are to the Sick; what Food 
* | | 18 
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is to the Famiſhing, and Raiment to the Naked, 


theſe, and much more, is CHRIST to needy Souls; 


then truly advantageous, when applied, when 
enjoyed, and not otherwiſe. The prodigal Son 


rea ſoned juſtly with himſelf, when he conſidered, 
1 2 alas, periſh with Hunger, while there 14 Bread 
enougb and io ſpare in my Father's Houſe. I will 


Proviſion of his Father's Houſe, would have 


auvailed him Nothing, had he continued ſtarving, 
periſhing amongſt the Sweine. He was then truly 


profited by it, when his Nakedneſs was covered, 


and his Hunger ſatisfied. In like Manner, the 


Benefits of Redemption become ours, when, 


cConſcious of our Wretchedneſs, we return to 


_ | Gop with ſelf-loathing, and believe in CHRIS 


bud 


* 


ſar tbe Remiſſion of our Sins: When our Sins are 
really forgiwen, our Perſons. reconciled to Gop, 


and the Poxver of the Higheſt reſts upon us. It is 
to: thoſe: ſenſible and internal Effects of the 
Divine Power upon our own Souls, that we ſhould 


_ chiefly attend; and to which what here follows 
Principally relates. . = . 

Zeriptures, and the Experience of all who know 
themſelves, that the human Heart is deeply pol- 


lluted, and ſadly: eſtranged from Gop: Neither 


has any Child of Adam, ability of himſelf, by his 


own: mere natural Powers, to turn to Gon; 


much leſs to change his own Heart. Both the 


* 


5 _ Fewiſhand Heathen World, were ſenſible of this 
Corruption and Debdility ol the human Race ; 


though tlie latter, eſpecially, were in the Dark 
concerning the Origin thereof. But neither the 
Law, which was given to the Former, nor the 
boaſted Science, on which many-of the * 
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valued | themſelves, and by which they ſought to 
know Gop, were ſufficient to produce that 
Knowledge and Happineſs, which Man ſtands in 

Need of. 

As for the Law, it was added (ſuperadded to 

the Promiſe, that in CHRIST all Nations Phrould 
'be bleſſed) becauſe of Tranſgreſſions ; to "reſtrain 
them, to diſcover the Horror of them, and to 
lead Men to ſeek, and earneſtly long for the pro- 
miſed Saviour. it was a Schoolamalter to lead to 
San - ne! to train uf the Jewiſh 
End of every Part of it. it cold not of itſelf 
effect their Cure; it was weak through the Fleſh; 
the Corruption of the human Heart, overleaped 
its Mounds; and it ſerved only to conſign its 
'Votaries to Puniſhment, unleſs releafed and re- 
lieved by ſome other Means. 


Therefore was Law given them to evince, 
Their natural Pravity, that when they ſee 
Law can diſcover Sin, but not remové, 
Save by thoſe ſhadowy Exptations weak, 

The Blood of Bulls and Goats, they may con- 
1 | 

Some Blood more precious muſt be paid for Man. 
So Law appears imperfect, and but given 

With Purpoſe to reſign them, in full Time, 

Dp to a better Covenant, diſeiplin d, 0 
From ſhadowy. Types to Truth, from Fleſh to 

Irit; 

From Fopoſit tion of fic Linkvs, bitte 2 
Acceptance of large Grace, from ſervile Pr | 
To 4 Works of Law to Works of F 1 
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Ap, as for all the Reſearches of the Heathen 
World, they only ſerved to ſhew their Folly and 
Extravagance, in ſearching out the Almighty, 
and the Way to Happineſs; and plainly demon- 
ſtrate this Truth (true in this Senſe alſo) that 
there is no Wiſdom or Counſel againfl the Logo. 
Hatb not Gop made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this 
World 2. 1 Cor. 1. 20. | | | 
Nov, what the Law could not do; what the 
united Contrivance of all Fleſh ; one may add, 
the Skill and Strength of Angels united, could 
not do, Gop bath done, ſending his Son in the 
Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, and by the Death of his 
y on the Croſs, condemning Sin; ſentencing 
it to Deſtruction ; releaſing the Sinner from its 


Prevailing Power, and eſtabliſhing a Merit, . avail- 


able for the Juſtification of all whom Sin had 
rendered guilty, and the Purification of our Souls 
from all Sin, - Bo 

Tarts is the Fruit of the Paſſion of Jzsvs. 
Nor is this all. He deſtroys the Power of Death. 
Death is by ſo much terrible to human Nature, 
as Sin prevails in our Members. That Tyrant 


has his Strength only from the Dominion of Sin. 


The guilty therefore fear Death, with a Fear 
which bath Torment. But to true Believers, the 
Caſe is otherwrſe ; their Sins being all forgiven 
through the Blood of CHRIST, to die is their 
greateſt Gain, To die to them is but to ſleep, 
A gentle wafiing to immortal Life. The Sting of 
Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law : 
Now there being no Law againſt a righteous Man, 
and. Believers in CHRIST, being accounted righ- 
teous, in, or through Jeszus CHRISTHHF; conſe- 
quently Death has loſt his Strength as to them. 
With holy Triumph, may ſuch therefore exult 
and ſay, O Death where is thy Sting, O Grave 


zobere 


— 
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where is thy Victory] Thanks be to Gop, who 
giveth us the Victory, through Him who 2 de- 
| firoyed the Power of Death, even our Lorp 
Jesvs CnrisT |! 

He alſo redeems us from the Power of the 
Grave. Jesvs CHRIST, by his Reſurrection, 
hath given Aſſurance to all his Members, that 
Death ſhall not have Dominion over them. Be- 
cauſe I live, ſaith he, ye ſhall live alſo. And again, 
Father Iwill, that thoſe whom thou haſt given me be 

with me "where 1 am, that they may bebold my 
Glory, &c. Yes, all that are in their Graves 
Hall bear bis Voice and come forth; ſome to the 


Reſurrection of Life, pt e to the Reſurrection 


of Damnation. 


CoNnSIDER we Jet more particularly, the In 
Avence which the Goſpel hath upon the Hearts 


of Sinners; and the powerful Manner of its 


Operation, in order to effe& this bleſſed Work, 
and which fully demonſtrate tbe Power and the 
Wi iſdom of Gov. 


XRST, as to the Influence which it hath upon 


Sinners, that is, in ſhort the whole World; it is 


in ſome Senſe univerſal, For, as all have ſinned; 
fo all, in a ſound Senſe are advantaged, receive 


Bleſſings, through the appearing of the Son of 


Gop. His Grace enlighteneth every Man that 
. cometh into the World. His Mediation obtains 
for all that Goodneſs and Long · ſuffering of God, 


which is intended to lead Sinners to Repentance. 
Bur more particularly: The Subjection of 
the Underſtanding, Will, and Affections of Man, 
was reſerved for the Goſpel Grace. . This Grace 
was promiſed four Thouſand Years before the 


actual appearing of Gop our Saviour: It ope- 


rated alt that t Time i in Fwy faithful Heart. NR 


extends 


— 
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| extends i its Influence baekward-and forward, and 
is that alone. by which cometh. Salvation. 
"Taz Religion of Reaſon, or natural Religion, 
ſo called, and that which the Fewps had enjoined 
them for a Seaſon, that is, fill the Seed ſbould 
come, found, and kept them, the Servants of 
| Corruption, The ſame, may he ſaid of the 3 
formal. Religion of Chriſtians, ſo called. 
leaves the Heart juſt as it found it, aud is 0 
ſiſtent enough with being dead in Treſpaſſes and 


Sins. A Sinner can hear Diſcourſes about Vir- 


tue and Vice, the Dignity of human Nature, 
the moral Fitneſs of Things; the perſonal and 
ſocial Duties, which neceſſarily ariſe from our 
Relation to Gop and each other. He may hear 
and talk much and fluently on theſe Heads, and 
be at the ſame Time in the Gall of Bitterneſt 
and the Bands of Iniguity ; ; à Servant of Sin; a 
Slave to his Corruptions. One may, with as 
much Succeſs, attempt to argue a Perſon out of 
a Fever or Conſumption, as by cold Reaſonings 
of. this: Nature, ſtem the Torrent of Man's evil 


Concupiſcence, and turn the Bent of his dene 


rate Soul to Gop. 


Warxtas, let but the Goſpel en let 


he Sinner have his Malignity detected; the 
Origin of his Maladigs diſcovered, their Num- 
der (if that he poſſihle) and Nature; let him 
be thoroughly informed, that ſuch is his Guilt 
and Weakneis, that he is utteriy tunable, to fave 
himſelf: Let the Saviour be then et farth, ævi- 
dently crucified befor the Eyes of his Under- 
ſtandipg and Heart ; let him be told the Truth 
as it is, that his Creator was incarnate and bled 
for him, to reſcue his Soul from the Powar of 
Sin, the Devil, Death and Hell. Let him know 
likewile, that the Bleſlings of Heaven * ra 

reely 
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freely given; that whoever comes to Gop, he 
will in no wiſe caſt out. 1 | 
Tunis Word of God; this Meſſage which the 
yes alone brings to the Ears of Sitiners, is 
quick ani powerful, and ſbarper than a two edged 
Sword, piercing to the dividing aſunder even of 
Soul and Spirit, and of the Foints and Murrow. 
It is like a Hammer that breaketb the Rocks in Pieces. 
It flays the Sinner; lays open his Heart; begets 
in him true Penitency; Hungerings and Thirſt- 
ings after Righteouſneſs, even that Righteonſneſs 
which is of GoÞ, by Faith in JESUS CHRIS T: 
It makes the 525 eſteem all He ny Rig 
"ouſneſs as filthy Rags; and to count all Things 
vo 1 Di uid Dreſs, in Compariſon of the 
' Excellency of the Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS 
the LoRD. Such is the Influence of the Goſpel, 
and after ſuch Manner doth it operate upon the 
Minds'of the Children of Man. „ 
Bor neither is this all: Ixsus crucified binds 
#þ, as well as breaks the Sinners Heart. We 
are firſt confounded and aſhamed before him! 
e. ee! our Wretehedneſs! His 
V wound us | The broken hearted Sinner 
ſighs to his GO, crucified for his Salvation; he 
pours out his Soul in Words, in Sighs, and many 
a Groan, to this Effect, ee 


Accept all gracious as thin art, 
Accept a mournful Sinners Heart,  * 
Who pour my Tears before my Gb, 

k ; Ar of ET I Cr ww 4 2 2 
As a poor Victim does bis Blood]. 


THEN flow forth the living; healing Waters of 
the Goſpel, whoſe reviving Meſſage is as follows, 
« Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
Waters. Come unto me all ye that Labour and 
1 X „ 


other 
have within him continual Springs of Grace and 
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are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. Be- 


lieve in the LoRD Jssus CHRIST, and thou 


ſhalt be ſaved. Let him that is a-thirſt come: 
Whoſoever will, let him take of the Water of 
Life freely. Him that cometh to me, I will in no 


wiſe caſt out. If any Man ſin we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jxsus Cax1sT the Righ- 


teous, and he is the Propitiation for our Sins! 
Gov is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs ! Ves, 
ſaith the Los, I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy Sins, for mine own Name's Sake. If any Man 
thirſt let him come to me and drink. He that 


believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out 
of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water ;” 
Kaese to Iſai. 43. 3. Joel 2. 28. and many 

aſſages in the old Teſtament) he ſhall 


Fruitfulneſs, of Peace and Happineſs, in virtue 
of the Hor y GHosT's in-dwelling Preſence and 
Operations; for this ſpake he of the Spirit 


which they that believe on him ſhould receive. 


Ex cou aA HD by theſe, and ſuch- like gra- 


cious Promiſes, which the Goſpel abounds with, 

and from the Verification of them, in numberleſ 
Inſtances, . the Soul of a diſconſolate Sinner, a 
poor broken-hearted Mourner, takes Courage to 
come to his Gop. In vain do we ſeek, amon 
the Creatures, or even from the bare Obfervance 


of moral and religious Duties, for ſomething to 


| fatisfy our Deſires, and allay the Thirſt and 


Longings of the Soul for its true Reſt Our 
Miſery continually encreaſes, ſo long as we do 


not ſeek Irsus CnrisT,, Nor is it ſufficient 

that we are ſenſible, how much we, ſtand in need 

of CHRIS TH; but we muſt go to him by Faith; 
We muſt partake, really and truly partake of the 


whole 
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wholeſome Waters of his Grace: We muſt 


draw them from our bleſſed Saviour's Fountains ; 


from his Promiſes, his Croſs, his ſacred 
Wounds! 


« Bur I am unworthy to approach Him, 


may ſome one ſay, neither have I any Thing to 


draw with, and the Fountain is deep. I am a 
poor guilty Creature. O, did I but know how 


to find Him ! I am encouraged to come, and to 
him I am reſolved to go: But, O!l---Lorp, I 


am oppreſſed! I know not what to ſay! Behold, 


undertake for me. Such a Soul is not far from 


the Kingdom of GoD. In this Situation he waits, 
in all the Ways which Gop hath appointed for 


that Power, which burſts the Captive's Chains, 


and ſets the Priſoner free: He looks to Iss! 
All his Deſires center in One, viz. Let me know 


thee,” that I may love thee, O-1 my much offended 
Gop. And now! hats. | 


Fiel of Folly we raling; he writer 


Our Names in Heav'n with that inverted eur 
(A Spear deep dipt in Blood 1) which id 21 
Side, 


And open'd there a Font for all Mankind,” 


Who firive, who nder Crimer te drink and live * 


Tux Crucified appears to the Heart! And the- 
holy Spirit, cries in the Word, and whiſpers in 


a (bill, ſmall Voice within, Behold the Laus of 
_ Gop,- that tatetb away the Sins of the” Warld ! 
The Soul is touched, is "aſtoniſhed ; feels a 


Change; loves and rejoices? The Preſfure i is 
gone l The Peace of Gop ſucceeds; Jesvs 


crucified is all i in all; and the Goſpel is felt to be 


the A of Gop to TE, to | every one that 
thus 


hy | | * ee rede. 


J 


thus. believeth.. Now, the Believer in CHAIST 
finds There is no Condemnation 0 him; he is 


e Witneſs and Fruit of the Spirit ef. Gon, 


_ humbly and thankfully knows he is a Child of 


Gop. | = p 


. Tavs, to at many at receive him, he. giveth 
Poxyer to became the Sant of Gon, epen is then 
that believe. on his Name s Such are adopted into 
the Fayour,: and.. entitled to all. the, Benefits, 
which their elder Brether is Heir te; and of 
Which, as their Earneſt; he is now in full Poſſeſ- 
ſion. In the mean Time, they enjoy the Privi- 
leges, in P art, of this divine Adoption. Ihe 


 Haly Spirit of Gop in their Hearts, aſcertains 


their Right, by virtue of the Promiſe, aud the 
Blood of their Forerunner ; They are enobled, 
with all the Marks and Characters of their high 
and holy Relation; they axe inveſted with Power 


over their Enemies, and anticipate their Heaven 


of loving Gop, and walking in Obedience before 
Him. This is tbe Victory that  avercometh, even 


our Faith; and this Faith is the Gift of Go, 


A 


by the Goſpel. 8 
FroM hence commences that ſhiritual and true 


Warſbip,, which the Father \feeketh..- Godlineſs in 
the Power of it, takes Place in the Soul; and 
Religion is no longen that merely formal, ſpirit- 
leſs, notional Thing which it was formerly, and 
into which Multitudes of Chriſtians reſolve it. 
Ir has indeed, its outward State, which eon- 
ſiſts in an aQual Compliance with, and;-contor- 
mity to, the Inſtitutions of CHR Iπ, in the holy 
Scriptures: But it has its inward! State likewiſe, 
It has its true Seat in the Heart, and ſways by 
its Dictates, all the Faculties of the Souſ, and 
Members of our Body: And every Thing exter- 


nal, 
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nal, is only in Order to this; to 'beget it, 
to \ preſerve | and encreaſe it. It is Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the Hoy Gnosr. 
This is that Kingdom of 'Gop, or true Religion, 
which St. Paul ſays is not in Word, but in Power, 
«. Our Goſpel, ſays he to the Theſſalonians, 
came not unto you in Word only, but alſo in 

Power, and in the HoLy Grosr, and in much 
Aſſurance: And ye became followers of the Logp” 
Elſew here he deſcribes” the internal State of 
_ Chriſtians, to be a Spirit of Power, of Love and 

of ſound Mind. He prays for the Epheſians, 
«© That CHRIS TH may dwell in their Hearts b 
Faith; that, being rooted and grounded in Love, 
they may be able to comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the Length and Breadth, and Depth, 
and Height of the Love of Gop, which paſſeth 
Knowledge; exceeds all natural R 
and that they might be filled with all the Fulneſs 
of Gop. To the ſame Effect, is the Apoſtles 
2 for the 2 | We'do bs Coat to 
ay for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled 
Fab the Knowledge of- his Wil, in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding ;'that might walk 
' worthy: of the Lokp, unto all pleaſing, &c,- 
ſtrengthened with all Might, according to his 
glorious Power, &c.  Agreeable to which apoſ- 
tolic Prayers, are the Deſcriptions in hol y Scrip- 
ture of true Chriſtians,” as that they are nen 
Creatures, riſen with CHRIST, by t Fuitb of 
the Operation of Gop's boly S pirit---have crucified 
the Fleſb with" the: Aﬀetioms and Defirer--4va 
in Newneſs of Life Overcome the Nor Id. Have | 


their Converſation in Heaven; their Life bid with 
Cur1sT in Gop, and know, that toben CMA IST, 


who is their Life ſhall appear, they fall alfa ap= 
pear with him in Glory. * nas af 


Frox 
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From all which, it is eafy_to conceive the 


Nature of true Religion; that it is the Life of 
'Gop in the Soul of Man; internal Union and 


Fellowſhip with Gop ; Power over Sin, the 


World, the Fleſh and the Devil: In a Word, 
the Image of Gop, re-inſtamped upon the fallen 
Soul: It is Pardon, Holineſs and Happineſs : 
And thus, the Power, JFi/dom, and Happineſs, 
which Man loſt in the fir/{ Adam, are reſtored, to 
ſuch as believe, in , the, en. N 701 Ixsus 
j CHRIST. 


So heav nly Love doth cutie belli Hm, 
Giving to Death, and dying to nn, 

So dearly to redeem what helliſh Hate 7005 
So eaſily deſtroy'd, and ſtill deſtroys, ö 
In thoſe who, when FI mays den not Grace.® 


. Soul is now in its SIO an In 


God's Light, we ſee Ligbt. Of his Fulneſs we 
receive, and Grace upon Grace. The Divine 
Spirit effects a Union between the Souls of the 

Regenerate and Gop, reſembling tha between 
2 Tree and its Branches: So that, as the Branch 


bears Fruit, by Virtue of its Union with, and Par- 


ticipation of the Sap and Patneſs of the Root-and 
Body of the Tree; the Believer, in like Manner, 
28 all his Strength and Fruitfulneſs from his 
Union with Jesvs CnRIsT, the Fountain of all 
Grace, and the Model of all Perfection: T hey 
are one with him, as He is one with the Father: 
They are One Spirit, ſaith. St. Paul, with the 
Load. This Union is produQtive of the: deepeſt 


Humility, Purity, and Love: It is a Fountain = 


$1 of r* and Unity within. 
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| Ons who is ſo united, takes his Eſtimate” of 
every Thing from Conſiderations, which have 
Reference thereto ; and ſtrives with all his Might, 
that not a Motion, or a Word, or Rhought 
ſhould riſe to grieve his LORD.“ He enters into 
the true Spirit of Chriſtianity ; dies every Day 
more and more to bimſelf, and ſtrives, in every 
Inſtance of Conduct, to do, not his own Will, 
but the Will of his heavenly Father. He is 
dead and alive; dead to Sin, alive to Gop: He 
knows by Experience, in Part, what thoſe deep 
Words mean I am crucified with CHRIST, 
nevertheleſs I live, yet not /; but CHRIS 
liveth in me; and the Life I live in the Fleſh, 
I live by the Faith of the Son of Gop, who 
loved me and gave himſelf for me:?“ He grows 
up into CHRIST his living Head, and prays to 
be filled with the Fulneſs of Gon. The Sirength 
of CaRr1sT reſts upon him, fo that he is enabled 
to do the Will. of Gop from the Heart. CHRIS 
ſtrengthens, ſettles, and eſtabliſhes ſuch in the 
Grace of Gop, and fully demonſtrates his regal 
Office, his -princely Authority over all adverfe 
Power. The Keys of Death and Hell are in 
the Hands of our Jesus: Under the Shadow of 
his Wings his Flock reſts in Safety; nor are all 
the Powers of Earth and Hell, combined together, 
able to deſtroy the weakeſt Believer in CHRIST, 
while he - truſts his Lord's Power, and flies to 
him for Protection. 0 ins 
He is our ſtrong Tower, whereto we ma 
continually reſort; He is our hiding Place from 
the Wind, and Covert from the Tempeſt: "As Ri- 
vers of Water in a dry Place; at the Shadow” of 
a great Rock in a weary Land, He is the 
only Relief found out for all the Miſeries 
of Man. Yes, Jesus is our Strength in 
Weakneſs, our Light in Darkneſs, Health in 
vickneſs, 
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Sickneſs, our Comfort in Affliction, Riches in 
Poverty, Life in Death, Bliſs through Eternity ! 


O that all may ſetk and find, 
Every Good in Ixsus join'd'; 

O that every Soul may prove | 
God, @ pard'n ning God of Love ! 


1 bave I in Heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon Earth 1 deſire in Compariſon 9 T bee, 
is now the Language of thoſe who have found in 
Him their long ſought Reſt. Their Days and 
Nights are all devoted to him. Whether they 
eat or drink, or whatſoever they do, they do it in 
the Name of the LoRD JEsUs CHRIST, 10 wes 
Glory of G. 


Axp thus, in brief, is 8 arbeit > 


every one that is called, or ſaved, the Power of 


Gop; the Author, the F ountain, and the Prin- 
ciple of Religiom in the Power thereof. .- Contri- 
tion of Spirit, Pardon of Sin, Victory over the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil; Power to love 


: Son, and be devoted, without Relerve, to his | 


ſole. Glory. O. bleſſed Liberty ! bleſſed Power. 
May all Hearts experience it, and every. Tongue 
celebrate the Praiſes, of our almighty Deliverer ! 

Ix is all the Fruit of his Cross, the Purchaſe 
of his invaluable Blood. All that ſeek, will aſ- 
ſuredly find it. It is all given freely. Sinners, 
conſcious guilty Sinners, are the proper Objects 
of this richeſt Grace and Mercy. The deeper 
the Senſe of the Demerit i is, the fitrer we are to 


Ai,. 


For Guilt, not Innocence, his Life he Wurd; 
2Tis Guilt alone; can juſtify his Deathz _ 
Nor that, unleſs his Death can juſtify, 75 . 
Relentivg T_ in FRATEN' — Sight” 
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LET, therefore, the Poor and the Needy, 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace ; they ſball ob- 
tain Mercy, and; find Grace to help in the Time 
of:Need. And if the Lonp tarry, let them not 
however, be diſcouraged; for he ſurely. will come, 
come to their poor drooping Hearts, and will not 
tarry long. How ſhould he give thee up, O 
thou afflicted One! Who gave his- Life, what 
Grace can he with-hold !* Fear not. Thy Go 
will come and ſave thee. Lox D make this the ac- 
ceptable Time; make this. the Day of Salvation. 

Anv, as for thoſe who ſeek him, to be their 
utmoſt Saviour, O let them ſet no Limits to his 
Power to ſave. Know that whatſoever Gop 
bath promiſed; he is faithful and juſt to perform. 
And has he not promiſed, to cleanſe us from all 
our Filthineſs, and from all our Idols? Ves, 
ſaith our Gop, I will ſprintle clean Mater upon 
you, and ye ſball be clean: A new Heart alſs 
will I give yen; and à new Spirit will [ 
put | within you, and I will take away the ſtony 


ert aur , gour Fleſo, and I will give you 


Heart of Hleſb. And, 1 will put my Spirit within 
you. Surely, nothing is impoſſible witb Gon; 
and-all Things are poſſible to him that believeth. 

Tr: was to put away Sin, that Ixs us made a 

Sacrifice of himſelf; not only to acquit us from 

its Guilt, but likewiſe to ſave us from its Power. 

Surely, if one Drop of CHRIST's Blood, has 

Merit enough in it to atone for the Sins of the 


whole World, the Rivers of it which flowed 
from his Heart, muſt be ſufficient to eradicate 


its-Contagion. I ſpeak not of a notional, but an 
actual Freedom from Sin,; not of vain-glorious 
Pretenſions to, Pegple know not what; not of 
Salvation in Word, but in Foruer; not of high» 
boaſted, but lowly Things. The true Chriſtian 
. 1 Salvation 
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Salvation, is, not only to be exempted from Pu- L 
niſhment, by the Imputation of Car1sT's Righ- b 
teouſneſs : It is, beſide this, (which is, however, 
a good and glorious Degree) to be actually made 
righteous ; according to St. John, He that doth 
Righteouſneſs is righteous,” even as God is righ- 
Feous, 4 5 
Be our Contagion never ſo univerſal ; be the 
Stains of Concupiſence never ſo deep; be they 
numerous as the Hairs of our Head, numerous 
as the Stars of Heaven, numerous as the Sands 
upon the Sea Shore, the Blood of JESUS CHRIST 
 cleanſeth from them all, 1 Jobn 1. 7. This Blood, 
waſhing our filthy Hearts, makes them Habita- 
tions of Gop through his Spirit. He bore, ſaith 
St. Peter, our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, 
that we, being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Righ- 
teouſneſs. He is therefore ſaid not only to %% 
us by his Blood, Rom. 5. 6, But alſo to 
Janfify the People of Gop with his own Blood, 
Heb. 13. 12. The Will of Gop, ſaith St. Paul, 
is your Sanctiſication. To the ſame Purpoſe are. 
the Words of our LoxD himſelf, concerning his 
living Members, For their Sakes I ſanfify myſelf, 
that they alſo might be ſanctiſied; that they alli 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in 
thee ; that they alſo may be one in us: I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
J 29, 21; 29; © © | . 
Ir is the Power of Gop that bringeth theſe 
mighty things to paſs! Who that knows, that 
loves the LORD JESUs, would not earneſtly de- 
fire to know and love him more! Who would. 
not pray LORD make me as thou wouldſt have 
me to be. Accompliſh in me all the Deſigns of 
thy Paſſion. Let me delight in, and enjoy thee | 
as much as this frail, State of Humanity * 
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Let thy Humility, Patience, Purity and Power, 
be deeply engraven on my Heart. Let me know 


and feel that / am Nothing, and can do Nothing 
without Thee. Do thou perfect thy Strength in 
my Weakneſs, and enlarge my Soul with thy 
Mercies unknown! Here I am, a poor helpleſs 
Creature, a Sinner, whom thy unmerited | Love 
hath juſtified, 3 | 


A miracle of Grace and Sin, 
Pardon'd, yet ſtill alas ! unclean. 
Thy Righteouſneſs is counted mine 
ben will it in my Nature ſhine ] 


I am the Clay, Thou the Potter: Mould me 
then, O my Lox», and faſhion me according to 
thine own Model. I truſt not to the Words of 
Men: But thy Word cannot fail. Fulfil in me 


then, O my Gop, all the good Pleaſure of thy 
| Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with Power. © 


Be this your Cry. The Foundation ſtandeth 
ſure, however Men may change; and Ixsus 
CHriIsT 7s the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for 


ever, He is yours, and with him, all the Bleſ- 


ſings which Gop hath to give. 


To conclude: It is not neceſſary, to the Pur- 


| poſes of this Diſcourſe, that we critically diſtin- 


gutſh between the Terms Power and Wiſdom ; 
particularly in the preſent Connexion, wherein 
they are conſidered, not ſo much as Qualities in 


' CurisrT, as the Effects of his Grace in Us -: 


For, altho' Power and- Wiſdom, in a natural 


Senſe, are very diſtin& Properties in Man, and 


are often found apart; yet in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
as relating to the Vitory which we obtain through 


Cunisr, over our ſpiritual Enemies, and the 


Conduct 
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Conduct which is oonſequent thereupon, the 
one is neceſſarily implied in the other. | 
Wuon the Son of Gop maketh free, they 
are free indeed; actually, not notionally; univer- 
fally, not partially; Being redeemed from the 
Hands of their Enemies, they are enabled to 
ſerve God in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs : 
They are wiſe unto Salvation; wiſe to depart 
from Evil; inſtructed in the divine Science of 
walking ſo as to pleaſe Gov. This 75 "Wiſdom ; 
Wi Eg W the Name: For, 
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Commun ED with Reference to the Under: 
ſtanding and Prudence of the Children of Gop, 
there is indeed a vaſt Diſproportion, as to the 
Degrees of it, amongſt them; a good Heart, 
not neceſſarily implying a clear Head or ſtrong 
Judgment. Hence it is often ſeen, that Perſons 
of much Integrity -Gop<ward, of good Conver- 
ſation, and Piety. of. Living, at and ſpeak, in 
ſome Inſtances; much leſs judiciouſly than many, 
who have apparently leſs Knowledge and Love 5 
of Gop. Theſe are the ſole Reſult of the in | 
dwelling Grace of the 'Hory GRHosr, of Faith- 
fulneſs to his Teachings, and a conſtant Endea- 
.  , Your to pleaſe Gop, of which the moſt illiterate 
| are as proper Subjects, as the 'moſt cultivated . 
and piercing Geniuſes: Whereas, the former 


| much on Education, on Acquaintance 
with Men-and FO FR. 
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OxE Man ſhall love Gon, delight and be 
happy in him; and yet, it may be, not capable 
to define a Term, or obviate a ſingle Propoſition 
in Divinity Another may explain every Thing, 

ive Demonſtration for all he profeſſes to believe, 
ſeek it in every Thing he hears; and yet, 
to Gop, devoted to the World, The 

Slave of his Luſts and Paſſions. This is Wiſdom 

in Man's Account; that, in the Account of 
Heaven: The former Gop approves: The 
World, admire only the Latter, and rid: cule or = 
explode all the reſt. Therefore, ſaith an Apoſtle, 1 
if any Man will be wiſe, let him become a Fool. =_ 
Yes, the Fear of. the ORD, that. 15 Miſdom; and | i 
to depart from Evil, that is Underſtanding. Whoy. | [| 
then is a wiſe Man, and endued with Knowledge? 

He that out: of 4 good (Converſation: ſhews his 

Works, with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. James 3. 13. 

Sr. James, yet further diſtinguiſhes between 

what he calls the Wiſdom from beneath; and that 

Vvhich is from above, and defcribes the Properties 

of both. The former has its Origin from Hell, 
and operates by Means of Man's natural Corrup- 
tion: It is ſelfiſn, envious, vain glorious; it is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, But the Wiſdom 

Which is from above; which Heaven imparts and 

approves, is pure; it makes Men careful to 
avoid every Defilement by Sin and Error, and to 
adhere both to Truth and Holineſs . HFeaceable, 

which is conſequent on Purity; it implies ; 
pineſs within, and lays -itſelf out for the Tran. - 


— R „ r Dor. 


' quility of others---Itiis: gentle, ſoft, mild, yield- 
ing, not rigid: It bears with the Infirmitiesof 
| others, forgives - Injuries, interprets all Things 
„for the beſt; yea, often recedes from its own- 


Right, for Peace ſake; 2 


— — 


* 2 * 
* 13 


' 194. The CRUCIFIED JESUS, 
Ir is eaſy to be intreated; to be perſuaded or 
convinced; not ſtubborn, ſour, moroſe---It is 


full of Mercy; induces to pity- the Aﬀicted, and 


adminiſters to their Neceſlities---full of good Fruits; 
both in Heart and Converſation, It ſhews itſelf 
in Acts of Beneficence, Liberality, and what- 
ever offices of Humanity, proceed from Mercy. 
It is without Partiality ; loving all, without Re- 
ſpe& of Perſons; embracing all good Things, 
rejecting all Evil. Mitbout Hiprocriſy, or coun- 
terfeiting; it is unfeigned, ſincere, acting in all 
as in the Sight of Goo. | 

Ir is evident, that St. Fames's Account of Wiſ- 
dom, and the Deſcription which St. Paul gives of 
Love, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, exactly 
coincide. Each-may be conſidered, not as relating 
to one ſingle Grace or Property of the New Man; 
but as: ſummarily compriſing the W hole of ge- 
nuine and undefiled Religion. 


Ir we muſt, however, diſtinguiſh between the 


Terms Power -and Wiſdom, as relating to the 


Operations of Gop upon the Soul; the former 


may mean, the Inward Principle, or State of 
Heart, which the Power of Gop effects in Be- 
levers: The latter, the Whole of their outward 
Deportment; their Carriage and Behaviour, with 
Reterence to GoD, our Neighbour and ourſelves. 
_ - Jezvs CnRIr is made of Gop unto us this 
Vi dom. All the Treaſures of it are concentered 
in Him ; and from his Fulneſs it is that we de- 
rive it. All the Syſtems of moral Philoſophy, 
which the Wiſdom, of Man ever produced, are 


- inſufficient to effect it. It was reſerved wholly. 
for the Goſpel ; and from thence along, it can 
ak 1 


be had. ? 


Tux Devil Arſt ſeduced: the Mother "" 


man Kind to eat the forbidden Fruit, With this 
| 1 Argu- 


75 : 1 2 
. 
- 


The Power, and the Wiſdom of GOD. 193 


Argument, Gon doth know, that in the Day 


ye eat thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be opened ; 
and ye ſhall be as Gons, knowing Good and Evil. 
And when the Woman ſaw, that it was a Tree to 
be deſired, to make one wiſe, ſhe took of the 
Fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alſo unto 
her Huſband with her, and he did eat. They 


eat and died! They then knew that they were 
naked indeed! O what a Change was there! 


The Fountain now corrupted, poured forth its 
noxious Streams all around. A Deluge of Igno- 
rance and Miſery, overſpread the Soul of Adam, 


and from him tranſmitted themſelves to all hig 
Poſterity. The Word, the Power, the Wiſdom 


of Gop, could alone ſubvert the malicious De- 
ſigns of the Adverſary, and reſtore Man to his 


Poſſeſſion of HFiſdom, of Gov. He undertook. 


the Work; He accompliſhes it. 


| He from thick Films 4015 purge the viſual Ray, | 


And on the ſightleſs Eye- balls, pours the Day.* 


He. enlightens the Underſtanding of Man, is 
Himſelf the true Light of the Heart: His Divine 
Rays, ſpread Day, and Heaven, and Happineſs . 


throughout the benighted Mind; and ſhew us, 
in Mercy and Truth, what the firſt Adam, thro? 


the Malice and Lies of the Devil, had inſinuated 


to him, concerning the interdicted Tree, that if 


we would be truly wiſe, we muſt put forth the 


Hand of Faith, and take of the Fruit of this di- 


vine Branch; which is for the healing of the 


| Nations. | 


'O Tae Depth of the Wiſtom of Gon! In. 
Thee, Or Jxsus, are hid, all the Treaſures of . 
it, (Cel. 2. 3 ) Thou art Gop, only wiſe! (1 Tim. 1. 


177 
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170 Thou: att tbe wiſe Go our Saviour, (Jude 
25.) Thou giveſt that Wiſdom, which prepares 
us for ſhining: as the Firmament, (Dan. 12: 3.) 
and being as the Angels in Glory 1 Enhghten my 
Heart; cure my Blindneſs; ſcatter the Darkneſs! 
Give me the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in 
the Knowledge of thyſelf. I lack» Wiſdom: I 
alſo aſk it of Thee, who giveth to all Men libe- 
rally, and upbraideth none. Let thy Word dwell 
richly in me in all Wiſdom. I am fooliſh and 
blind without Thee; nor can know any Thing 
otherwiſe; as I ought to kno-. My own \Wiſdom 
hath per verted me. I would be now a Fool, that 
I may become wiſe. - O Ixsus, I commit my- 
ſelf to thy Management. Teach, direct, and 
diſpoſe of me, of all, for: thy Glory ! Thou art 
the Power, Thou art the Wiſdom of Gov! Be- 
„ men png ns ai fg 
TnresE Bleſſings are not the Property of one 
Nation or People, more than another. The 
Rejection of them alone, renders us guilty; Gop 
makes no Difference. All may come. All 
Things are ready for All. There is neither Jew 
nor Greet, there is neither Bond nor Free, there is _ 
neitber Male nor Female; bit all are one in CHRIST. 
No one has greater Intereſt in him than another, 
on Account of his Nation, Sex, Condition, 
or the Like. It was neceſſary, faith St. Paul 
to the Jetos, that the Word of Gov ſhould firſt 
have been ſpoken to you: But ſeeing ye put it 
away from you, (how poffible, how common a 
Cafe l) And judge yourſelves unworthy: of eternal 
— Life, (Gop grant it be not our Caſe) lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles. For fo hath thésLoxp 
commanded us, ſaying: (Iſai. 49. 6.) I have ſet 
thee" to be a Light to the Gentiles, that thon 
Sk MON  ſhouldeſt 
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Soaldeſt be for Salvation uhio. the Eads of the. 
Earth, As 13. 46, 47. 
Wy are of diols Gh on Gees d Name of 
Gov tis ralled, obo doth all thoſe Things, Acts 
s. 15. Unto us is the Word of this Salvation 
ſent. O when ſhall we be obedient to the hea- 
 venly Calling! Loxp, Thou haſt judged us wor- 
thy of eternal Life: Suffer us not to judge ourſelves 
unworthy thereof, by putting it away from us; by 
refuſing to comply with the gracious Terms ef 
it; that is, by continuing in 3 n 
teQing the Means of obtainir 
Jesvs Chars willeth 1 to be 7 
and to come 3 Ive of * ing 975 Tim. 
2 He gave bimfelf a Ranſom for all, Ver. 6. 
He taſted Doath for every Man, Heb. 2. 9. Hear 
it, ye broken in Heart! Hear it ye tempted 
Mourners for Gop! Fear not; only believe. 
Now plunge into the erimſon Sea ! Riſe into the 
Life of God! Here is Wiſdom. Let him that 
hath Underſtanding conſider it. Let Men take 
Knowledge, that, by ſubmitting themſelves to- 
Him, they ſhall give a better Proof of their Wil- - 
dom, than by all the fine-wrought Plots, and cun= 
ning Intrigues of worldly Policy, or by the moſt 
acute Reaſonings of Philoſophy. 
'TxESE Things, indeed, caſt a darling, but 
deluſory Light; the puff up thoſe who have 
: them, and make a Shew in the World: They 
a e but for a Moment, and then vaniſn into Air. 
After all, the true Wiſdom of Man, is to deny. _ 
himſelf ; to renounce his own Will; to become 
one of thoſe little Children, who, as. fack, receive 
in the Spirit of Poverty, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; to commit himſelf to the entire Direction, | 
_ fole Diſpoſal of * crutified Jesvs. This 
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200 D CRUCIFIED IESUs, 
Is Wiſdom i in the Eſtimation of Gop, his holy 


Angels, and all truly good Men. Tt will ſtand us 


inſtead in that Day, when all our Thoughts periſh, 


---when the Heavens, and the Earth are no more, 


and one vaſt Eternity emboſoms the univerſal 
Race of Beings. _ 


Wx have now conſidered. the Partiqulare pro- 
poſed in theſe Diſcourſes. We have ſeen what 


was the main Subject of the Preaching of the 


Apoſtles; namely, ChRIsT crucified. » We have 


conſidered Him in ſome of the Stages of his Life; 
but, particularly that of his Paſſion, and endea- 
voured to ſet him forth as crucified, expiring in 


Agonies-for human Crimes! We have attended 


to the Sentiments and Carriage of Men with re- 


ference to his whole Proceſs, and moſt glorious 
Goſpel. To one Claſs; it was a Stumbling- Block, 


To another Fooliſbneſs. - But to a Third, that i is, 
to Believers, of every Age and Denomination, i it is 
the moſt ſovereign Means of preſent and endleſs 


Happineſs. 


TRE Recapitulation of Particulars, I leave to 
yourſelves. 'Tis Gop alone can apply, and make 


it effeQtual to the Purpoſes propoſed. . To Him, 


therefore, the Whole is l I ſhall. 


only add a few Words to thoſe, who have already 
experienced JEsUs crucified, to be the Power and 


ns Wiſdom of Gop. 
Ap, let all ſuch give Glory to their 8 


to. Jesvs, the univerſal, Friend of Human Kind, 


who hath redeemed us to Gop by * own Blood: 
Who alone 


Brings back, 


Through the Iorld's Wilderneſs long wondered Man 


N to eternal Paradiſe and n 
LI 


Heart, who are converted and become as little 


Children, admire and humbly adore the wonderful 
CEconomy of his Kingdom; that while the wiſe, - 
the learned, the honourable, the nominal, Chriſti- 


ans, and ſelf-righteous Phariſees, count themſelves 
unworthy of eternal Life, by rejecting the only 
poſſible Means thereto; they have found their 
happy Retreat, Aſſylum and Heaven, already*be-. 
gun, in the Wounds of the Cru cirIED Ixus. 
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Lr them never forget the Miſery from which 
he hath reſcued them, and the momentary Need 
they have of Him. Let thoſe Words of our 
 Loxrp never be forgotten, Without Mx ye can 
do Nothing. Let the little Ones, the ſimple of 
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